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In August 2016 Abbot John Brahill, O.S.B. appointed Fr. 
Paul Weberg, O.S.B. (left) the Vocation Director for Marmion 
Abbey. Fr. Paul, along with Br. Antony Maria (center) and Br. 
Theodore (two of the Abbey’s newest and youngest monks), 
give their insights on monastic life at the Abbey. 

Q: After recognizing you had a call to religious life, what 
drew you to Marmion Abbey?
 Fr. Paul: I was drawn to Marmion because of its balance 
between contemplative life and active ministry. I could live, 
pray, and work in a community and at the same time spread 
the Gospel to the students at the Academy as well as to the 
wider Church. Also, I grew up in Geneva, so in a sense, it 
felt like I was moving back home.
 Br. Antony Maria: What really drew me to the Abbey after 
I recognized my calling to religious life was the purpose of 
monastic life: seeking God. I realized the summer before my 
senior year of college (when I was really discerning where 
God wanted me to go after I graduated) that how I had been 
living my life since I really started consciously living my 
faith was very similar to what the Benedictine monk strove 
to do. I had been striving to seek God, and help other people 
do the same thing. When a monk begins his novitiate, the 
abbot asks him what he seeks, and he responds, “I seek God, 
and fellowship in this community” that communal journey 
toward God is what drew me to Marmion Abbey.
 Br. Theodore: The Abbey was close to where I was living in 
Michigan, so it was easy to visit frequently. I didn’t want to do 
much abbey “shopping” or “dating.” I was making progress at 
Marmion during my visits, forming good friendships, and was 
being accepted by others so there was no reason not to try.
 
Q:	How	do	the	vows	made	by	Benedictine	monks	differ	
from those made by other religious communities?
 Fr. Paul: All religious orders take vows (in some form or 
another) of poverty, celibacy, and obedience. Benedictine 

monks, however, take an additional vow of stability, which 
grounds the monk to a particular community of monks.  
Other religious orders can be assigned to any community 
in their multi-state province, but for monks, they stay in the 
same community of monks their whole life. The location of 
the monastery can change, though it rarely does, but the 
community stays the same. You are with the same brothers 
“till death do you part.” Like marriage, this has its challenges 
(we don’t always get along!), but it also has its benefits (long 
lasting support and life long relationships).
 
Q: When you made vows, you chose to take on a new name. 
What compelled you to choose as you did?
 Fr. Paul: I gave the Abbot three suggestions; he could have 
chosen any of them or none of them.  In the end, I received my 
first choice: Paul. I wanted to have a martyr’s name because 
they inspire me the most; Paul was also a name that ran in 
my family, and I had priestly role models who had that name 
as well.
 Br. Antony Maria: I always liked the symbolism involved 
in taking a new name: putting off the old man and putting 
on the new man, so that is why I chose to take a new name.  
I almost didn’t have the name Antony Maria, though: I was 
seconds away from being Elijah. When a monk petitions to 
make Simple Vows here, he gives the Abbot a list of three 
names he would like to have in his order of preference if he 
chooses to change his name, and the Abbot then chooses.  
My initial list, in order of preference, was Elijah (after the 
prophet), Simon (after St. Simon Stock), and Antony (after 
St. Antony of Egypt). During the retreat before Simple Vows, 
I was praying about my name choice some more, and came 
to the conclusion that the main thing holding me back from 
taking the name Antony was that he didn’t have any explicit 
connection to Mary: I greatly admired his devotion to prayer 
in solitude and silence, which he paradoxically coupled with 
pastoral zeal, and his great reliance upon God for all things.  
 After my retreat, Abbot John and I were talking and he 
said that I could have my first choice for a name, which was 
Elijah.  I then asked if I could take the name Antony Maria 
instead, Antony for St. Antony of Egypt and Maria for our 
Blessed Mother, since I have had a devotion to her since I was 
a child thanks to the Marians of the Immaculate Conception: 
the religious order that runs my home parish. Abbot John 
agreed, and the rest, as they say, is history.
 Br. Theodore: First, Theodore makes very easy nicknames 
so I knew others wouldn’t have trouble using my new name.  
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The annual Pumpkin Daze festival drew 30,000+ visitors and Christmas season has 
seen approximately 25,000 eager holiday shoppers. Although most of the business of 
the Farm is handled by lay employees, the monks are on the schedule each weekend 
greeting guests and passing out complimentary hot chocolate and homemade apple 
cider doughnuts to the visitors. The next project for the Farm is the planting of an 
Apple Orchard. You can sponsor your very own tree today at marmion.org/apple. 

FR. PHILIP KREMER, O.S.B. died 
peacefully in the Lord the morning 
of October 28, 2016 in his Abbey 
room of congestive heart failure. Fr. 
Philip was 86 years old, a monk for 
64 years and a priest for 59 years.  He 
was the nephew of the late Father 
Alcuin Deck, O.S.B.

Fr. Philip was born on November 14, 
1929, and was baptized Leo at Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
in St. Louis, Missouri. He graduated from McBride High 
School in St. Louis in 1947, attended St. Louis University for 
two years, and then received a BA at St. Procopius College 
in 1954. He entered Marmion Abbey in 1951, professing 
his first vows as on August 15, 1952. He was ordained a 
priest on May 11, 1957. He subsequently earned a Master’s 
degree in botany at the Catholic University of America and 
a PhD in secondary education – biology at Northern Illinois 
University.

From 1959 to 2000 Fr. Philip taught physics, biology, life 
science, computer science and other science courses at 
Marmion Academy. He wrote his own text and work books 
for all of his science courses. He served as the chairman of 
the science department for forty years. 

After his retirement from teaching, Fr. Philip maintained 
an active schedule of parish assistance ministry, and at the 
Abbey worked in the garden and made wreaths for the 
Abbey Christmas Tree Farm. He remained committed to 
a regular schedule of daily prayer and participation in the 
life of the community until his sudden death. He will be 
fondly remembered by all as a joyful and kind man, faithful 
to God, his vocation and his family.

BR. PETER SPENCE, O.S.B. died 
peacefully in the Lord on December 
5, 2016 at Presence McAuley Manor 
in Aurora of stomach cancer. He was 
69 years old and a professed monk 
for ten years.

Br. Peter was born on January 25, 
1947, and was baptized Gerard at 
Holy Name Church, New Rochelle, 

NY. In the 1950’s his family moved to Algonquin, IL. After 
graduating from Marian Central Catholic High School in 
Woodstock, IL he earned a B.A. from Judson College, Elgin.  
From 1975 to 1977 he studied Theology at Sacred Heart 
School of Theology, Hales Corners, Wisconsin. For the next 
twenty-eight years, he supported himself in a variety of jobs 
including maintenance work in several Catholic parishes in 
the Diocese of Rockford.

In 2005 Br. Peter entered Marmion Abbey, having discerned 
God calling him to the monastic life. On July 11, 2006, he 
made temporary profession of vows. On July 11, 2009 he 
professed Solemn Vows as a monk of Marmion Abbey.

During his years as a Benedictine monk, Br. Peter was very 
faithful to the Divine Office and Conventual Mass as well 
as to private prayer. He had a strong work ethic. His work 
responsibilities included abbey maintenance and working 
on the abbey Christmas tree farmand in the abbey gardens.

Br. Peter was an avid fisherman, golfer and sports fan. He 
enjoyed life with his monastic community and was well 
known for his keen wit, jokes and puns.  .  He was a kind 
man, faithful to God, to his monastic vocation, and to his 
large family.

Monks Contribute to Abbey Farms

In Loving Memory ...
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Second, Theodore means “gift of God” and that was for my 
parents who earnestly prayed for more children. There is a 
whole story to how I found Theodore the Studite but once 
I found him, I saw much in his life that I admired. He was 
a man of prayer, industry, thought, monastic reform, and a 
promoter and defender of orthodoxy and art.
 
Q: Marmion Abbey has many ministries: the Academy, 
Guatemala Mission, Abbey Farms, Pastoral Work, etc.  To 
which do you feel most connected?
 Fr. Paul: This is one of the reasons why I joined Marmion: 
I liked the idea of being able to be a part of various ministries.  
Trying out different ministries excited me and still does – I was 
never very excited about doing the same one job for decades.   
Working at the Academy as a theology instructor and chaplain 
has provided me with “in the trenches” ministry – working 
directly with students and families to make Christ more 
real in their lives. Pastoral work gives me the opportunity 
to share the Sacraments and the reputation of Marmion to 
surrounding parishes. I’ve always enjoyed getting my hands 
dirty; Abbey Farms scratches that itch! It’s exciting to be a 
part of Abbey Farms’ growing mission – pun intended!
 Br. Antony Maria: I feel most connected to the ministry 
at the Academy. Since I’m a graduate of the Academy (2008), 
this shouldn’t be very surprising, though: I spent four very 
influential years of my life wandering those halls!
 Br. Theodore: I work on the farm mostly. It is an 
opportunity to get my hands into creation and contribute to 
the promotion of family. Benedict in his own time protected 
and fostered the worship of God and community formation 
which were under attack after the fall of the Roman Empire.  
Our cultivation of traditions like pumpkin picking and 
Christmas tree hunting preserve and foster family life which 
is under attack in our own day.

Q: As Vocations Director, what do you think is key to 
increasing vocations at Marmion Abbey?
 Fr. Paul: The key to increasing vocations is building 
relationships. I felt called to monastic life after getting to know 
the monks that taught me in college at St. Meinrad Archabbey. 
I got to see how they lived, prayed, and worked together. I 
saw their humanity.  They became my friends.  The same is 
true here: when young men are given the opportunities to 
build relationships with the monks, by getting to know them 
in the classroom, in the chapel, at Marmion events, at their 
home parishes, on the running trials (I’m one of the assistant 
cross country coaches), on Abbey Farms, the more likely they 
are to feel at home in a Christ-centered life in the monastery; 
it won’t be a foreign concept. My focus is on developing 
opportunities in the Academy, Abbey Farms, and in the local 
parishes for us to develop these relationships, nourish them 
as the young men grow and mature, and thus being there 
while they discern God’s will for their lives.

Fr. Paul hosts a vocation discernment group for students at the 
Academy to pray and talk about various topics concerning religious
life and priesthood. The group meets during lunch at the Academy

as well as on Sundays at the monastery.

Guatemala Mission: Welcoming All as Christ
Since the time of St. Benedict in the 6th century, Benedictine monasteries 
have been centers of learning, prayer and worship for the surrounding local 
communities, welcoming guests in the spirit of St. Benedict who taught that 
all guests are to be welcomed as Christ. Throughout history Benedictine 
monks have often gone out from their monasteries to evangelize or have 
operated schools. Nevertheless, their evangelization has principally been 
through the witness, prayer and worship of the monks and the monastic 
community itself. In the course of the centuries monastic communities have 
attracted guests to their monasteries, especially to pray and to worship 
with the monks. Following the example of Marmion Abbey, Marmion’s 
Guatemala mission has continued this long tradition by inviting the local 
population in the vicinity of the mission to pray and to worship with the 
monks. Each Sunday our Guatemala priory community celebrates Sunday 
mass together with many of our neighbors who fill our church. Guests 
are also welcome to stay at the priory’s modest guesthouse for spiritual 
retreats, either as individuals or in a small group. In all of this it is hoped 
that the guests experience an atmosphere of prayer and quiet and go away 
renewed in their faith. 
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p Novice Francisco and Br. Theodore (right) help out during the 
Christmas season. t Fr. Michael helps distribute fresh homemade 
apple cider doughnuts during Pumpkin Daze. 


