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In his Apostolic Exhortation, The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis 
devotes the entirety of his first chapter to the missionary work of the 
Church. He begins by saying, “Evangelization takes place in obedience 
to the missionary mandate of Jesus: ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.’ (Mt. 
28:19-20) In these verses we see how the risen Christ sent his followers to 
preach the Gospel in every time and place, so that faith in him might spread 
to every corner of the earth.” (The Joy of the Gospel, # 19) 

The intention and we could say, the dream of Jesus was for his followers 
to proclaim the Gospel to all peoples throughout the centuries. Pope 
Francis, in accord with Jesus’ intention, says, “I dream of a ‘missionary 
option,’ that is, a missionary impulse capable of transforming everything, 
so that the Church’s customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, 
language and structures can be suitably channeled for the evangelization 
of today’s world rather than for her self-preservation.” (The Joy of the 
Gospel, # 27)
 
This “missionary” dream was and remains the basis for Marmion 
Abbey’s Guatemala Mission. On June 10, 2015, our mission will 
celebrate its fiftieth anniversary of evangelization, of obedience to 
the missionary mandate of Jesus. During the past fifty years, our 
Guatemala mission has changed and has grown in many ways.  On 
June 10, 1965, Abbot Gerald Benkert gave the missionary blessing to 
the first four missionary monks of Marmion Abbey: Father Patrick 
Greene, Father Matthias Zinkan, Father Mark Hogan and Father 
Conrad Lamb. They were soon joined by Father David Palmatier 
and Father Francis Daleiden. Today, our Guatemala Benedictine 
community remains at our mission, but now they are all Guatemalans.  
During its first twenty-six years, the mission was located in the 
town of Sololá. Since 1991 it is located in the city of Quetzaltenango. 
Throughout the years the Benedictine monks have remained focused 
on the missionary work of evangelizing through their witness of 
common life and prayer, and through their continuing ministry of 
providing Catholic secondary education for young men.

As we look forward in 2015 to celebrating 50 years of our Guatemala 
mission, I would like to thank you for your continued prayers, 
friendship and support for Marmion Abbey’s Guatemala mission.  
May God bless you!  
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In Anticipation of 50 Years of
Evangelization in Guatemala 

by: Abbot John Brahill OSB

“The joy of the Gospel is
for all people:

no one can be excluded.”
The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis

Above: +Fr. Mark Hogan OSB and
+Fr. Patrick Greene OSB are packed and ready to leave for 

Guatemala (June, 1965)
Below: The Guatemala Priory Community (2013)



For the past thirty-five years, Marmion’s Guatemala mission has been faithfully 
receiving a generous semi-annual gift from the Holy Redeemer Card Club of Holy 
Redeemer Catholic Church in Warren, in western Pennsylvania. Year after year 
the donations have arrived at Marmion Abbey, always designated to be used for 
the Guatemala mission. During my seventeen years I spent living and working 
at our mission (1992 – 2009) I inquired on many occasions why this group from 
Warren, PA was sending in this donation. I inquired of Holy Redeemer Parish, of 
the group who was sending us this donation, and I inquired of the monks both 
at our San José mission priory and of monks at Marmion Abbey who had served 
in Guatemala such as Abbot Gerald Benkert and Father Matthias Zinkan. No one 
knew why this tradition began.  

In late October of last year, after attending a meeting in Erie, PA I made the short 
drive to the town of Warren in order to speak with the members of the Holy 
Redeemer Card Club at Holy Redeemer Church. During a breakfast meeting, 
I asked them as well as the current pastor and a deacon of the parish the same 
question: Why did this tradition begin? It was still a mystery. No one really knew. 
They all said that the group at the parish had been donating to the Guatemala 
mission for many years, that they believed in our mission and that they thought 
it was a good cause. But they did not know why it began. However, during our 
conversation, Deacon Joe, who serves at Holy Redeemer Parish, remembered 
that back in the 1960’s and 70’s there was a young woman from the town by 
the name of Alice Morrison, who had served as a missionary in Guatemala. 
He said that he would try to follow up on this along with Peg, the president of 
the Holy Redeemer Card Club. Some weeks later Peg sent me the answer that I 
was searching for. She put me in contact with Sister Alice’s blood sister, Mary. 
Through Mary I learned that Sister Alice did indeed serve as a missionary in 
Guatemala, beginning in 1973. Due to poor health she was forced to return to 
the United States. She tragically succumbed to her illness and died on October 
7, 1980, at 47 years of age. After her death the pastor of Holy Redeemer Parish, 
Father John Carter at the time, in memory of Sister Alice, arranged to send a gift 
to our Guatemala mission as well as a gift to The Maryknoll Mission Society. At 
the time he wrote, “These memorial alms will come from our Holy Redeemer 
Faith Commitment in which we pledged 60% to support a chosen mission. Our 
people will be so blessed.” (Quote from letter of Father Carter).  Cont’d. next pg

Sister Alice, Holy Redeemer Parish and 
the Guatemala Mission
by: Abbot John Brahill OSB

Sr. Alice Morrison, MM
Born: January 16, 1933

Entered: September 2, 1952
Died: October 7, 1980

Alice (Rosalia) Morrison, was born on January 
16, 1933 in Warren, Pennsylvania, in the town 
founded by her great, great grandfather many 
years ago. Alice’s parents, Iona and Reno 
Morrison within a few years had three other 
children, Mary Catherine, Connie, and Jim. 
Alice finished high school in her home town of 
Warren and after working for a year with the 
Telephone Company, she entered Maryknoll 
in 1952. She and a dozen of her group later 
became the first group at Ladycrest Novitiate 
in Topsfield, Massachusetts.

Alice received the name of Marie Xavier. She 
made her first vows on March 7, 1955 and fi-
nal vows six years later at the Motherhouse. 
After first vows Alice worked for several years 
with Sister Mary Paul McKenna in the Voca-
tion Office; and graduated from Maryknoll 
Teacher College before being assigned to 
Latin America in 1961. Her first work was in 
primary school in Merida, Yucatan, Mexico. 
This was followed by 10 years as a primary 
teacher in Mexico and in Guatemala. In 1973, 
she began work on the Pastoral Team in Ja-
caltenango, Guatemala. In 1975, she moved 
to Huehuetenango and worked in training lay 
leaders - for rural communities - at the Apos-
tolic Center there. She continued working in 
Huehuetenango with these “animators of the 
faith” until illness brought her to the States in 
1979.

After a period at the Mission Renewal Pro-
gram, Alice became the Director of Education 
at The Maryknoll Center in January, 1980, 
where she worked the summer when her ill-
ness rapidly grew worse.

Alice died peacefully and quietly at 2:45 a.m. 
on October 7th, the Feast of Our Lady of the 
Rosary. A gentle woman, filled with strength, 
she died as she had lived, in peaceful trust 
and complete openness to the Lord.

Sr. Alice Morrison (left) in Guatemala, 1972



Over the past 35 years the Holy Redeemer Card Club has continued their support 
of our Guatemala mission in memory of Sister Alice Morrison, MM. I was not 
at our mission in the 1970’s, and all the Marmion monks who did serve there 
during those years have since passed away and can no longer be consulted. But 
I believe, without any doubt, that Sister Alice was a good friend of our mission. 
She worked as a primary school teacher as well as training lay leaders in the 
parishes in the Diocese of Huehuetenango in Guatemala. It was this same diocese 
which for many years sent their young seminarians to our mission seminary. In 
fact, today over half of all of the priests in this diocese received their secondary 
education at our seminary.  

Thus the mystery of the connection between Warren, PA. and our Guatemala 
mission has been solved. We pray for the eternal rest of Sister Alice and we 
continue to be very grateful to the good people of Holy Redeemer Parish and 
Holy Redeemer Card Club for their continued and generous support of our 
mission. We are so blessed to have them as good friends of the mission.

One last curious detail. Sister Alice died peacefully on October 7, 1980, the Feast of 
Our Lady of the Rosary, the patronal feast day of the Diocese of Quetzaltenango 
where our mission is located. A blessing to be sure. I am certain that Sister Alice 
is praying for our mission and for our students from her place in heaven! Please 
pray for her eternal rest. 

Sister Alice (cont’d)

In Loving
       Memory

Please remember in your prayers 
the good friends and benefactors

of the Guatemala Mission:

? Mr. Thomas Lux
Died: 5/12/14

? Mary Ann Soehnien
Died: 8/13/13

? Hon. John Nickels
Died: 6/24/13 

? Dr. William Tansey
Died: 12/22/13

Abbot John Brahill OSB with Fr. James Gutting, the pastor of Holy Redeemer Parish 
(back, left); Deacon Joe (back, right); and members of the Holy Redeemer Card Club in 
Warren, PA.

? Fr. Antonio 
Chex Xocop
Died: March 23, 2014

Fr. Antonio was a 1977 
graduate of our seminary. 

? Fr. Fermin 
Ajzalan

Died: June 9, 2014
Fr. Fermin was a 1991 graduate 

of our seminary. 

Both were ordained priests 
for the Diocese of Sololá. 

They were good friends of our 
Guatemala community.

Abbot John Brahill presents 
SGM Schroeder with a 

certificate recognizing the 
newly created

SGM (Ret) Walter 
Schroeder, Jr. USA 

Guatemala
Scholarship Fund.

SGM Schroeder was 
honored at Salute to Youth 

on April 5, 2014 for his 
53+ years of service to the 

Marmion community. 
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