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On May 4, 2013, Father Domingo Buezo Leiva was ordained 
a bishop in the Diocese of Izabal, Guatemala. Bishop Buezo 
Leiva is the first alumnus of Marmion Abbey’s Guatemala 
Mission minor seminary, Colegio Seminario San José, to be 
appointed a bishop. 

Bishop Buezo Leiva  was born in 1962 in the village of Los 
Horcones, in the department of Chiquimula, Guatemala. 
He attended Colegio Seminario San José from 1978-1980. 
Later, after completing philosophical and theological 
studies in Guatemala City at the Salesian Institute of 
Philosophy and Theology, he was ordained a priest for the 
Diocese of Zacapa, Guatemala, in November of 1988. In the 
years after his ordination to the priesthood until 2009 he 
served as assistant pastor and pastor in various parishes in 
the diocese. In 1996 – 1997 he studied in Rome and earned 
a Licentiate in Sacred Theology. He was also the founder 
and director of the Diocesan Radio PAX station and director 
of the diocesan office of Caritas (Catholic Charities). His 
cousin, Brother Abraham Buezo OSB is a member of the 
Abbey of Jesucristo Crucificado in Esquipulas, Guatemala.

Bishop Buezo’s episcopal ordination is a blessing for our 
Guatemala mission and a clear sign of God’s blessings 

on Marmion Abbey’s Guatemala missionary work over 
the years. We ask for your prayers for God’s blessings on 
the episcopal ministry of Bishop Buezo. Your prayers are 
also requested for the many other graduates of Marmion’s 
Guatemala mission seminary, both priests and laity, as well 
as for its current students.
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First Guatemala Alumnus Appointed Bishop 
by: Abbot John Brahill OSB



Abbot John has announced that 
effective November 1, 2013, Father 
Juan Francisco Péren Mux, O.S.B, 
(pictured far left above) received 
the appointment as new Director 
of the Guatemala mission’s Colegio 
Seminario San José. From the town of 
San Juan Comalapa in the Department 

of Chimaltenango, Father Juan 
Francisco is a 1996 graduate of the 
seminary.  He is 40 years old and a 
member of the Priory community 
since 1997.  He professed his monastic 
vows on June 28, 1998 and was 
ordained a priest on May 5, 2007.  
Since his ordination to the priesthood, 
Father Juan Francisco has served the 
community and seminary in a variety 
of services, especially as teacher, 
treasurer, director of kitchen services, 
and guest master.  

He succeeds Father Orlando, Prior of 
the Benedictine community since 2009, 
who has also served as Director of the 
seminary since 2008.  Father Orlando 
will continue as Prior.  The title of 
Director has replaced Rector for the 

seminary since the seminary now only 
has day students and no residential 
program. While the seminary has 
only day students now our program 
of Catholic education and formation 
continues as before. Vocations to the 
priesthood are actively encouraged 
and nourished. 

Please pray for Father Juan Francisco 
as he begins to undertake his new 
responsibility. Thank you as well 
for your generous service to our 
Community and to the Church.  A 
special thank you is also in order 
to Father Orlando for his generous 
service as Director of the seminary 
during these past six years.  

On August 10 this year, two of our Guatemalan monks were 
awarded advanced degrees by the University of Rafael 
Landivar in Quetzaltenango.  Father Orlando Oziel Goméz 
Pérez, O.S.B., (pictured left, above) concluded advanced 
studies and was awarded, Magna Cum Laude, a Licentiate 
degree in Psychology. Father Orlando is currently the Prior 
of our Guatemala mission priory. 

Brother Armando José Menchú, O.S.B., (pictured right)
also successfully completed advanced studies and 

earned, Cum Laude, a Licentiate degree in Educational 
Administration. Brother Armando is continuing his studies 
for the priesthood at the National Major Seminary of the 
Assumption in Guatemala City.  

We give thanks to God together with the Benedictine 
community of Priory San José that these two members of 
the Priory have successfully completed advanced studies. 
These studies will help them to be better prepared to serve 
our Guatemala mission community and students. 

Congratulations to Fr. Orlando and Br. Armando

Graduation at Colegio Seminario San José

Father Juan Francisco Appointed New Director of Seminary

On October 4, Colegio Seminario San José completed the 
2013 academic year and held its annual graduation exercises. 
Fourteen graduates received their diplomas, having 
successfully completed the academic diversified program 
of studies. They received their diplomas in various areas of 
study including arts and sciences, computer science, graphic 
and industrial design, automotive mechanics, and electricity. 
They will be eligible to continue their studies at the National 
Major Seminary or at a university.  An additional 14 students 
successfully completed the initial program of three years of 
basic academic studies, called the “Basico” program. These 
young men will continue their studies at the Colegio next 
year in the diversified program.

Orientation Week at Colegio Seminario
The Colegio Seminario has as its most important mission the Catholic 
education and formation of young men, especially from the Southeastern 
area of Guatemala.  Each year the Colegio opens its doors to young men who 
desire to study at our mission.

During the month of November the school hosts young candidates for its 
annual Orientation Week.  The week is full of activities for these young men, 
including personal interviews, an admissions exam, talks and various other 
activities all centered on their becoming familiar with the various programs of 
the seminary.  The new incoming students for the 2014 academic year, which 
begins in January, are selected from these candidates.  This year Orientation 
Week was held the week of November 18.  There were 53 candidates present.

We look forward to many of these young men becoming students! 

Spanish Academy
The San José Spanish Academy, 
run by the Benedictine monks 
of Quetzaltenango, is now in 
its second year of operation. 
The Academy opened in 2012.  
During 2013, especially during the 
summer months, the Academy 
received 13 men from the United 
States.  These men were either 
priests or major seminarians from 
various parts of the United States, 
including Mundelein Seminary of 
Chicago.  

The Academy is open year-
round to adult men and women 
who wish to learn Spanish. The 
program is flexible and adapted 
to the needs of each student.  Its 
focus is especially oriented toward 
men and women who work or 
will work in Hispanic pastoral 
activities in the United States or 
Europe. 

Further information is available 
on the marmion.org website, in 
the section on the Guatemala 
mission.
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