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Five Monks Celebrate
Religious Jubilees 

Five monks are celebrating anniversaries of profession and/
or ordination.  Notes of congratulations can be sent to the Ab-
bey at 850 Butterfield Road, Aurora IL 60502-8609.

Abbot Gerald Benkert OSB
80 Years - Profession
75 Years - Ordination

Fr. Abbot Vincent Bataille OSB
50 Years - Profession

Fr. David Palmatier OSB ‘50
50 Years - Ordination

Fr. Kenneth Theisen OSB ‘59
25 Years - Ordination

Fr. George Glover OSB
25 Years - Profession
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By Fr. Joel Rippinger OSB, Faculty/Staff  Chaplain

Marmion’s 75th anniversary celebration has provided the 
monks of Marmion with a number of opportunities to re-
trieve and review their history.

Before the Marmion: A 75 Year History booklet was published 
last September, the monastic community heard it read in the 
refectory and were able to make additions and corrections 
from their own experience.  Several of the monks also took 
part in interviews that were conducted by students in my 
A.P. History classes at the Academy.  Transcripts of those in-
terviews are now part of the Abbey archives.  

Another resource in the Abbey archives that have been re-
trieved for research in recent months are the personal mem-
oirs of Abbot Gerald.  Several years ago Abbot Gerald began 
recording his reminiscences of Marmion, going back to the 
time he was at St. Meinrad in 1933 when the decision to have 
monks go to Aurora was made.  Abbot Gerald’s account of 
his time at Marmion in the 1930s as well as the events sur-
rounding his time as Abbot (1947-1969) and beyond (1969-
2009) constitute a unique historical record and hopefully will 
be published.

Monks Celebrate 75 Years
Many of the photos and memorabilia in the Scholl exhibit 
for the 75th anniversary have been culled from the Abbey 
archives.  The interest generated in seeing some of these arti-
facts has made more prominent the need to have a permanent 
space in Marmion’s proposed Welcome Center where some of 
these objects can be displayed for the public.

Another set of historical objects that have fascinated a num-
ber of Marmion monks are the remaining four stone pieces 
from the frontal entrance to Jasper College, the predecessor 
institution of Marmion, in Jasper IN.  

When they were students at St. Meinrad School of Theology 
both Fr. Nathanael and Fr. Thomas became interested in this 
old engraved stone front of the school.  Fr. Nathanael has since 
contacted the religious order that owns the stone, as well as a 
Marmion alumnus from Jasper, Dr. J.R. Hoffman ‘88, to secure 
the stone for Marmion.  They have agreed to do so and it is 
hoped that this will be transported up to Marmion before the 
end of the anniversary year.

As Marmion Abbey’s remaining founding members from 1947 
diminish to a few (now only Abbot Gerald , Father Bede and 
Abbot David of the original number), it is hoped that the Ab-
bey can archive more oral and written memoirs of the monks 
who have been so much a part of Marmion’s rich history

Abbey Jubilee Mass

Thursday, June 11
11:00 am

Abbey Church 



By Fr. John Brahill OSB ‘67, Associate Director of Development

In January 1992, I was asked by newly elected Abbot Vincent 
to go to Marmion’s Guatemala mission as the new Prior.  With 
suitcase in hand and not knowing a word of Spanish, I arrived 
in Quetzaltenango on January 14, 1992 to take up a new life 
as a Benedictine missionary.  On January 13, 2009, seventeen 
years later, I returned to Marmion Abbey to live and work.  I 
would like to share a few stories about the mission and the 
importance of our work there.

When I arrived in Guatemala, work was just completed on 
the new buildings constructed in Quetzaltenango.   In the first 
year the school building still did not have windows and plastic  
covered them so dust would not blow into the classrooms.  The 
recently planted trees were still very small. There was hardly 
any grass on the ground and dust was a constant problem.  

Although I did not speak Spanish in the beginning, everyone 
generously welcomed me.   I immediately enrolled myself in 
Spanish classes at a local fast-track language school.  

The Benedictine community had some Guatemalan members 
along with five of us from the U.S.  Benedictine, monastic life 
was still relatively new in Central America.  Although the 
community remains small, with only seven members, it is 
now Guatemalan (with one Panamanian).  

The mission is  a vital part of the city and provides an important 
opportunity for prayer, worship, and education for the people, 
much as Marmion Abbey does for the Fox River Valley.   

Working with our young seminarians was always one of the 
wonderful experiences of my years in Guatemala.  These young 
men, most of who come from poor families, are like teenagers 
anywhere.  However, all of them are most grateful to have the 
opportunity to study in our seminary.  In the western part of 
Guatemala only about 25% of young people go to high school 
and among the poor even less have the opportunity to study 
beyond grade school.  For many in Guatemala completing high 
school is almost like having a university degree in the U.S.

A few years back, a young student named Melvin, from a 
rather poor family, graduated and invited me to his gradua-
tion party. They were extremely grateful for the education he 
received in the seminary and thanked me profusely.  He was 
the first one in their family to have a high school education.    
Melvin is now completing his university education majoring 
in computer science.  If he had not been given the opportu-
nity to study in our seminary, he would not have continued 
his studies and probably would have had to find low paying 
work on the streets. His story is common among our present 
and past students.  

Another  highlight has been seeing many of our graduates go 
on to be ordained priests.  Just this past December a young 
graduate named Rodolfo was ordained a priest for the nearby 
diocese of Huehuetenango.  This diocese is a rather extensive 
area with thirty parishes that are served by only twenty-five 
priests.  Even a small parish will have about twenty-thousand 
Catholics.  Over half of the priests in the diocese are graduates 
of our seminary.    

Over the years and since my return, I hear the question; with 
the great needs of the Church in the U.S., why does Marmion 
continue its mission in Guatemala?  I believe that the few stories 
(among many) that I have shared go a long way to answer the 
question.  Marmion’s mission has been and is becoming even 
more so an important presence in Guatemala.  The seminary 
has recently been recognized on a national level and by the 
Guatemalan authorities as one of the top schools in the country 
for its size. 

With God’s grace our hope is to see the continuing growth of 
the monastic community there, as well as the continued growth 
of our school.  Over the years many monks of Marmion Abbey 
have labored as missionaries in Guatemala. Their efforts have 
produced much fruit. It has been, by God’s grace, my privilege 
and will remain one of my greatest pleasures to have person-
ally shared in this work

Mission a Great Presence in Guatemala 

Abbey
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“Thanks to the education, discipline, re-
ligious and moral principles I received 
at  Seminario San José, I am a produc-
tive member of the Catholic Church and 
of Guatemalan society.   I am successful 
thanks to many anonymous benefactors 
(whom I will never know) and the Bene-
dictines who gave me an excellent aca-
demic and religious formation.”  

Dr. Manuel de Jesus Pérez Valle
Medical doctor,  Class of 1975

“None of us who were students in the sem-
inary can deny that the labors of the Bene-
dictine community form the true backbone 
of our lives. To those Benedictine monks 
who dedicated their lives for my country 
and for thousands of Guatemalans, I sa-
lute them with my profound thanks.  May 
God bless them.”  

Juan Francisco Guzmán
University professor/artist, Class of 1973 

“Because of the education and formation 
that I received at Seminario San José, to-
day I am a priest who can bring the Gospel 
to the people.”   

Fr. Rodolfo Lopez Carillo  
Ordained priest,  Class of 1999

Fr. John Brahill OSB ‘67 receives a plaque, recognizing his 17 
years at the mission, at the October graduation ceremony in 
Guatemala from Dr. Manuel de Jesus Pérez Valle a ‘75 semi-
nary graduate on behalf of their Association of Alumni.



Abbot Marmion Society

The 36th annual Mass and Dinner of the Abbot Marmion 
Society, Marmion’s gift club, was held on November 8.   The 
dinner honors Marmion benefactors who have established 
new Endowment Funds, or become new Life Members and 
Sustaining Members.

Three named Endowment Funds were announced and portrait 
plaques were presented to the donors or their families.  These 
represent a funding level of over $20,000.  

New Life Memberships were con-
ferred on thirty-fi ve individuals/
couples, representing $10,000 or 
more in single or accumulative 
gifts to the Abbey, Academy or 
Guatemala Mission.   

Sustaining Memberships were con-
ferred on  sixty-two individuals/
couples/businesses at a $1,000 a 
year level in single or accumula-
tive gifts.   

For more information on Marmi-
on’s donor recognition programs 
including the Abbot  Marmion 
Society and Canterbury Society 
please visit www.marmion.org/de-
velop/develop2.html or contact Fr. 
Charles Reichenbacher OSB  at 
(630) 897-6936 Ext.242

Benefactors Honored at 
AMS Dinner 
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NEW LIFE MEMBERS
Joseph Amrhein

Dr. and Mrs. Melvin Boulé
Edward and Julie Burke

Michael and Karen Chapski ‘84
Dr. Douglas and Julie Conroy

+John Daly ‘50 Estate
John and Joanne Diederich ‘87
Paul and Debbie Feuerborn ‘86

Lawrence and Patricia Frieders ‘64
Dr. Patrick Garvin

James and Dorothy Groom ‘52
Mark and Barbara Johnson ‘71

Patrick and Antonietta Kackert ‘87
John and Connie Kindsvater ‘58
Michael and Renee Kluber ‘81
Timothy and Carolyn Knoebel

Randal and Bonnie Kopp
Lee and Agnes Lochmann

Joseph and Janice Loran ‘77
Michael and Margie McDonnell ‘69

Elizabeth Miller
Robert and Gwen Moore ‘73
Samuel and Beth Overton ‘50

Anthony and Frances Pieroni ‘56
Eugene Poulin
Eve Pusateri

In Memory of +Lawrence X. Pusateri
+Charles and +Marie Roberts

Leon and Marina Roggi
Robert and Kathy Smith

Frank and Beverly Smoczynski
Brian and Sue Tydd

Joseph and Corinne Vecchiolla
Dr. David and Ruth Wenzel
David and Annamarie York

David and Sharon Young

NEW  ENDOWMENT  FUNDS

+Herman and Marian Reichenbacher 
Abbey Church Maintenance

Endowment

George and Geri Sherman ‘50
Faculty Endowment

Frank and Joan Schwartz 
Faculty Development Endowment

+

Marian Reichenbacher with her 
son Fr. Charles Reichenbacher 
‘59, her oldest grandson Bill (son 
of Paul ‘58) and his son Grant.  
Marian established an endow-
ment to help maintain the Abbey 
Church.

(l-r) Joan Schwartz and Ricky Holman, Fr. Natha-
nael Roberts OSB and George and Geri Sherman 
‘50.  Joan established an endowment to help with 
faculty development and new teacher training 
programs.  The Sherman’s endowment will benefi t 
(in the future) faculty compensation.

David and Annamarie York re-
ceive their AMS Life Member-
ship plaque at the recognition 
dinner on November 8.



Campaign Marmion
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Campaign Marmion: Funding the Strategic Plan, with its $25 
million goal, is on-track and continues to move ahead.  Com-
mitments now total $18.5 million as the Campaign enters 
into its public phase.  

Alumni and present parent solicitations are now taking 
place.  Don Arndt ’58 and Brian Dempsey ’90, Co-Chairmen 
of the Alumni Committee, are assisted by 125 class cap-
tains.  Randy and Peg Tavierne and Brian and Sue Tydd, 
Co-Chaircouples of the Present Parent Committee, are aided 
by 21 class committee members. The General Chairmen of 
the Campaign are John Cibulskis ’70, Ray Dalton and Reed 
O’Malley ’56.  The Honorary Chairmen are Jim Hughes, Sr., 
Jack Martin ’58 and Ed Regole ‘50.

Goals Being Met  

The endowment goal of $5.2 million is now at $4 million, 
with 65% ($2,645,722) of this designated for the Student As-
sistance Endowment Fund.  Infrastructure work and new 
Playing Fields, constructed in 2007 and 2008, have changed 
the face of the campus.   The cost was $5,250,000 and 70% 
($3,988,000) has been raised.  Construction was assisted by a 
$4 million tax-exempt bond issued by the City of Aurora and 
backed by the Bank of America.  The Annual Fund, a vital 
component of the Campaign, has a 5½ year goal of $5 mil-
lion.  To date $4.3 million has been raised, with nine months 
to go.

Adjustments to Today’s Challenges

Construction of the Gertrude and 
Maurice Regole Field House, a ma-
jor goal of the Campaign, had to be 
delayed.  The infrastructure work is 
in place and favorable construction 
bids were received, but fi nancing 
was no longer available because of 
the unfortuante downturn of the 
economy.  Bids were $5.2 million to 
build the 30,000 sq. ft. Field House, 
but without the lobby “welcome cen-
ter” or attached Music Center.  $3.3 
million has been raised to date for 
the Field House, but more is needed 
before fi nancing can be secured.  

Renovation of Science Labs 
Moving Ahead

The remodeling of the science labo-
ratories, another major Campaign 
goal, is on-track to begin this sum-
mer.  Facing the challenges of the 
economy, the Campaign Steering 
Committee recommended that the 

Campaign On-Track, But With Adjustments
science labs be renovated at their current site, that is, the top 
fl oor of Yender Hall, the classroom building.  The original 
plans were to construct a math and science center in Benkert 
Hall, the former dormitory building, along with a new stu-
dent chapel, campus ministry rooms and additional locker 
rooms.  These plans proved too costly. 

The renovation of the science labs, a vital component of 
Marmion’s successful college-preparatory curriculum, is an 
essential priority.  So the current plan is to gut the top fl oor 
of Yender Hall and make the entire fl oor into four labs and 
preparation areas (two biology, one chemistry and one phys-
ics), four science lecture rooms and an enlarged science de-
partment offi ce.  This would modernize labs built in 1963, add 
new computer electronics to all labs and lecture rooms, and 
increase by 25% the area devoted to the sciences.  To achieve 
this the two current computer centers would be moved to 
other areas.  The architect’s estimated cost is $2.5 million.  To 
date $1.9 million has been raised for this project.

Construction Schedule 

There are asbestos issues in the 45 year-old Yender Hall.  Over 
sixty days will be required for asbestos abatement of water 
pipe insulation, fl oor tiles and other areas.  All is currently en-
capsulated and safe, but the asbestos must be removed when 
major renovations are done.  Make-shift labs will have to be 
used for one school year until the new labs can be constructed 
in the following summer.  If favorable bids and fi nancing can 
be secured, work will begin this summer

Campaign Marmion
               GOALS RESULTS
         (3/18/09)
Endowment:
 Benedictine Educational Fund   $  1,250,000 $ 1,055,173
 Student Financial Assistance Fund        3,000,000    2,645,722
 Faculty Professional Development Fund                750,000       338,930
 Leadership Programs Fund           250,000    0
       $  5,250,000 $ 4,039,825

Building Projects:
 Science Center     $  2,500,000 $ 1,904,032  
 Regole Field House/Welcome Center       5,750,000    3,322,494
 Playing Fields (stadium lights, baseball fi elds,
   football practice fi elds, tennis courts, soccer fi elds)     2,100,000    1,994,040
 Infrastructure (roads, parking, utilities)      3,150,000    1,994,039
       $13,500,000 $ 9,214,605

Annual Fund (fi ve and a half years)    $  5,000,000 $ 4,357,126

Campagin Expenses and Construction Financing:  $  1,250,000 $    850,000

     TOTAL  $25,000,000 $18,461,556
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Salute to Youth
In the early years of Marmion, the founding fathers realized 
that a major fundraiser was needed to sustain a healthy oper-
ating budget.  While tuition and donations came to Marmion, 
a major event was needed to focus in on the financial needs 
of the school and bring the Marmion family together.

In 1959 “Music Man” became the event.  Over 2,045 people 
attended paying between $5 and $50 per person.  The first 
year saw a net profit of $33,799.  Then in 1963 at the Drake 
in downtown Chicago the modern Salute to Youth was born.  
In addition to recognizing the senior students, others were 
recognized for their dedication. 

In 1969  the 558 attendees experienced a surprise appearance 
by the one and only Jimmy Durante at the Chicago Sheraton.  
Many years have come and gone making Salute to Youth a 
premiere event in Chicagoland.  Attendance has grown to 
over 800 supporting parents, patrons, trustees and alumni 
along with the honored guests, the senior class. 

Through 2008 $4,485,963 in profits has been raised in sup-
port of the educational needs of Marmion.  The tradition laid 
down in 1959 when “Music Man” was the lynch pin to this 
wonderful tradition continues on April 25 at the Drury Lane, 
Oakbrook Terrace.

This year marks the 75th Diamond Jubilee of Marmion.  Sa-
lute to Youth continues to be the longest running high school 
event of its kind in Chicagoland.  The 47th annual Salute to 
Youth Dinner – Dance is scheduled for Saturday, April 25.  
The ticket price is $325 per person.

The General Chaircouple this year is Phil and Lynn Cali, with 
Vice Chaircouple Patrick and Marilyn Naughton ‘78.  Pro-
motion Chairman is Andrew Konovodoff and the Program 
Chairperson is Marianne Fuja, with Program Vice Chairper-
son Libby Scanlon.

The benefit is sponsored by Marmion’s Board of Lay Trustees 
and assisted by the Parents’ Club.  A sponsorship program 
helps underwrite the expenses of the evening so the dinner 
income can go directly to fund the educational programs of 
the Academy.

Three longtime associates of Marmion will be honored with 
Abbey Affi liate Membership at this year’s Salute to Youth 
Dinner.  Affi liate Membership with the monks of Marmion 
Abbey was inaugurated in 1980 to honor outstanding Catho-
lic laymen who have a long and loyal association with the 
Marmion Benedictines.  Affi liate Members are considered 
Honorary Brothers of the monastic community.  As such they 
are special sharers in the Masses, prayers and other good 
works that, by the grace of God, are performed by the monks 
of Marmion.  

Salute Continues to Fund Academy Programs

Abbey Affi liate Honorees

Gerard Dempsey ’61 of Elburn is the father of Brian ’90, Brent 
’92 and Austin ’97; a trustee of Marmion Academy since 1990 
and a past Board chairman; a former member of the Alumni 
Board and a past chairman; a recipient of the Alumni Centu-
rion Award in 1998; and a Life Member of the Abbot Marmion 
Society.  

Edward Garrity, Sr., M.D. of Aurora is the father of Edward, 
Jr., M.D. ’70, Reverend Robert ’73 and Thomas ’76; a former 
Dads’ Club member; a Christmas tree sales volunteer to this 
day; a Guatemala mission medical volunteer; and a Life Mem-
ber of the Abbot Marmion Society.  

Jerry Hammes ’49 of South Bend IN is a former trustee of 
Marmion Academy; a recipient of the Alumni Centurion 
Award in 1987; an Honorary Co-Chairman for the Campaign 
for Marmion in 1996-1999; and a Life Member of the Abbot 
Marmion Society

The 2009 Salute to Youth Executive Committee (l-r): Promotion Chair 
Andrew Konovodoff, Chaircouple Phil and Lynn Cali, Vice-Chaircou-
ple Marilyn and Pat Naughton ‘78, Program Chaar Marianne Fuja 
and Headmaster John Milroy ‘71.  (Not Pictured: Program Vice Chair 
Libby Scanlan.

Gerard Dempsey ‘61 Jerry Hammes ‘49Dr. Edward Garrity, Sr.
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Nine local eighth graders have 
been awarded academic schol-
arships to attend Marmion next 
fall.  Scholarships were awarded 
based on performance on the en-
trance exam held in December 
2008, in which 176 eighth grade 
boys participated.    The follow-
ing boys have received scholar-
ships as members of Marmion’s 
class of 2013:

Colin Angeles, son of Dennis 
and Gayle of Aurora, received 
the Rev. Sebatian Crow OSB Me-
morial Alumni Association Scholar-
ship.  Colin attends St. Rita of Cas-
cia School.  His brothers Jason ‘04 
and Nathan ‘08 Angeles are both 
graduates of Marmion.

Samuel Eallonardo, son of Da-
mian and Christine of Yorkville, 
received the Dr. Casey ’87 and Julia 
Mulligan Scholarship.  Samuel at-
tends St. Mary School in Plano.  

Patrick Garvin, son of James and 
Kristen of Batavia, received the 
Rev. Peter Enderlin OSB Memorial 
Alumni Association Scholarship.  
Patrick attends Rotolo Middle 
School in Batavia.  His grandfather Thomas Streit ‘58 and 
uncles Thomas ‘92 and Michael ‘95 Streit and John ‘84 and 
Paul ‘88 Garvin are all Marmion graduates.

Jacob Gilmore, son of Matthew and Kathleen of Aurora, 
received the Rev. Alcuin Deck OSB Memorial Alumni Asso-
ciation Scholarship.  Jacob attends Holy Angels School.  His 
grandfather Fred Zilly ‘59 and his uncles David ‘61, Joseph 
‘63 and Robert ‘69 are Marmion graduates.

Laurynas Kalesinskas, son of Nerijus and Ausra of Na-
perville, received the Edwin and Laurina Witting Memorial 
Scholarship II.  Laurynas attends Gregory Middle School in 
Naperville.

Benjamin Pho, son of Binh and Vi Pho of Maple Park, re-
ceived the Dorothy and Larry Dempsey Memorial Honor Schol-
arship.  Benjamin attends Faith Christian Academy in Ge-
neva. 

Matthew Smith, son of Eric and Michele Smith of North 
Aurora, received the Karl ‘54 and Barbara Greiter Scholarship.  
Matthew attends Annunciation School in Aurora.  Matthew 
is a third generation cadet.  His grandfather is Theodore 
Weber ‘57, and his uncles are Theodore ‘77, Thomas ‘80, Mi-
chael ‘86 and Timothy ‘87 Weber. 

Matthew Switzer, son of Ronald 
and Diane Switzer, received the 
Edwin and Laurina Witting Me-
morial Scholarship I.  Matthew at-
tends Haines Middle School in St. 
Charles.

Alexander Theisen, son of Chris-
topher ’85 and Christine Theisen 
of Batavia, received the Dr. Alfred 
G. ’32 and Mary A. Chione Memori-
al Scholarship.  Alexander attends 
Immanuel Lutheran School in 
Batavia.  He represents the fourth 
generation of his family to attend 
Marmion:  great grandparents 
Chuck ’38 and +Lorraine Sauber, 
grandparents Jerry ’58 and Sue 
Theisen, and parents Chris ’85 
and Christine.  

The scholarships have a total 
value of $130,800 over four years. 
The three Alumni Association 
Scholarships are awarded based 
on exam performance but are 
restricted to sons, grandsons, 
nephews or brothers of Marmion 
alumni.  For more information on 
Marmion’s admissions process or 
to download an application, visit 
www.marmion.org or call the 

Admissions Office at (630) 897-6936, Ext. 227

Class of 2013 Scholarship Recipients

Colin Angeles

Benjamin Pho

Samuel Eallonardo

Matthew Smith

Patrick Garvin

Matthew Switzer

Jacob Gilmore

Alexander Theisen

Laurynas Kalesinskas

Junior Highs Compete in 
Marmion Math Contest

Twenty-one junior high schools competed at the Marmion 
Academy Junior High Math Contest on January 31.  Da Vinci 
Academy, Elgin placed fi rst in Division I after a tie-breaker 
with Holy Angels School, Aurora. Granger Middle School, 
Aurora teams took fi rst and second place with Washington 
Junior High, Naperville placing third in Division II. 

In the Division I fi ve-person team competition Holy Angels 
Team 1 placed fi rst, followed by Da Vinci Academy Team 1, 
St. Rita of Cascia, Aurora Team 1, Holy Angels Team 2 and Da 
Vinci Academy Team 2.

In Division II fi ve-person team competition the Granger Mid-
dle School Teams took fi rst and second, followed by Still Mid-
dle School, Aurora Team 1, Washington Junior High School 
Team 1 and Still Middle School Team 2.  

The Junior High Math Contest is hosted by the Marmion Acad-
emy Math Department and assisted by the Math Team
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“Marmion has always helped its students pay their tuition 
and it has always been enough—until this year.”  So began 
a Chicago Tribune article on February 26, and it continued, 
“Now Headmaster John Milroy is trying to create an emer-
gency fund to help students stay at the school as more fami-
lies carry $5,000 balances on their tuition of $8,800.  ‘Unless 
things change shortly, I anticipate this trend of emergency 
need will continue,’ he said.”

Despite a Marmion record this school year of over $450,000 
in student financial assistance to 160 students—31% of the 
student body—the requests for more aid are a  reality.  Head-
master Milroy continues in the Tribune interview: “The need 
for aid is not confined to lower-income households.  Many 
of the middle and upper-middle-class families are reaching 
out for help for the first time.  I don’t think the need for aid 
is isolated to any particular demographic.  These are profes-
sionals, 50-year olds who are losing their jobs.  They’ve never 
had to file for financial aid before.”

With this reality in mind, the Marmion Board of Trustees at 
its March 12th meeting discussed some options.  First, was to 
establish a Student Emergency Aid Fund to help families on a 

case by case basis.  Second, was to ask donors or have donors 
voluntarily step forward to anonymously sponsor a student 
who may not be able to finish his Marmion education.  Third, 
was to set up a student loan program that families in need can 
draw upon and pay back in future years.  Details would have 
to be worked out.

Acting upon this advice, Marmion is accepting contributions 
for a Student Emergency Aid Fund to help students right now 
meet their tuition obligations.  Checks should be made pay-
able to “Marmion Development Fund: Emergency Fund” or 
on-line contributions: www.marmion.org/develop/donate1.cfm
(indicate for Emergency Fund). Student Sponsorships can be 
arranged through Father Charles (development director) or 
Dan Howell (alumni director) (630-897-6936, ext. 242 or 265) 
or email charles@marmion.org or dhowell@marmion.org.

A major priority of Campaign Marmion is increasing the 
Student Assistance Endowment Fund (see article on page 
5).  This will help meet future needs.  In the meantime there 
are families that need help now so that their son(s), who love 
Marmion, can complete their Marmion education and not 
have to transfer to other schools

Student Emergency Fund Created for Economic Hard Times

The Math Team clinched the Conference Championship ti-
tle, placing fi rst at the Marmion Invitational Math Contest, 
which served as the Suburban Catholic Conference Cham-
pionship event.  

They fi nished in second place at both the Lemont Math 
Contest and the Illinois Coucil of Teachers of Mathematics 
Regional (ICTM) Qualifying Event.  The team earned an At-
Large Team Bid to the ICTM State Math Finals for the third 
consecutive year, which is scheduled for May 2.  Marmion 
is currently ranked as the number two team in the State in 
Division 2A.

The Math Team is coached by math teachers Joe Large ‘97 
and Paul Desruisseaux, with student captains Jeffrey Ger-
old, Ryan Boone, Luke Friedman and Eric Schwendner

Math Team Wins 
Conference Championship

Marmion’s nationally ranked Drill Team won its ninth con-
secutive Purdue University Annual ROTC Drill Meet on Feb-
ruary 7.  Led by this year’s commanders, seniors Nathaniel 
Valaik and Brett Loehmann, the 65-member team won the 
overall meet earning them the coveted Commander’s Cup.  
The team earned seven fi rst place trophies and nine of the 
top ten awards in the individual Knockout competition.

The team hosted their 5th Annual COL Earl Buchan Drill 
Meet on February 21.  Flannigan Rifl es performed, but did 
not compete in the team competitions.  Individually Brett 
Loehmann won the Unarmed Knockout event and junior 
Matt Derrico placed  second in Armed Knockout

Flannigan Rifl es Win 
Ninth Commander’s Cup
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By Ryan Boone ‘09, LEAD Student Director 
and Max Rosenfelder ‘10, LEAD Executive Team

Second semester is a busy time for the LEAD program. We are 
in the midst of our second annual Adult Leadership Training 
Seminar taught by senior LEAD students. The students de-
signed the curriculum to include topics such as: Ethics – pre-
sented by Ryan Boone; Teamwork Leadership – presented by 
Will Butzke, Chris Schmalzer and Mitch Ruble; and Follow-
ership –presented by Joe Fuja. 

The three topics are presented in a one-topic per week for-
mat. The 90-minute presentations are informative as well as 
interactive. This seminar is a new experience for the students 
as well as the adults. The student presentations are done in a 
very professional manner.   

One of the participants remarked,  “I enjoyed the training 
seminars.  At times, I forgot they were high school seniors!”

The sophomores are in the process of planning our fifth an-
nual Middle School Summer Leadership Camp, which will 
be held on June 17 and 18 at Marmion. The camp is designed 
for 7th and 8th grade students – boys and girls. The camp 

curriculum is based on The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens by 
Sean Covey. The four-hour per day camp is designed around 
short presentations on the habits and interactive hands-on ac-
tivities. The cost of the camp is $40 and includes a camp shirt 
for each participant.

We have some exciting news for next school year. LEAD will 
be presenting a pilot leadership program for St. Peter’s grade 
school in Aurora. The students have already begun prelimi-
nary planning and more will follow throughout the school 
year and into the summer.

“It has been said that if you want to really learn something, 
you should teach it to another person,” stated Vince Bel-
lafiore, LEAD program director.  “That idea is a core belief in 
the LEAD program and one that we will continue to pursue 
in a variety of ways through interactive programs that chal-
lenge and create learning opportunities for our students.”

LEAD Students Develop Training Programs

Military Night Speaker COL Skaja ‘78
“Build upon your core values”

The JROTC program held its annual Military 
Night  the evening of February 24.  The eve-
ning included an impressive performance by 
the  Flannigan Rifl es Drill Team.

MAJ Mark Emerson announced  that seven 
seniors have received an appointment or nom-
ination to a service academy,  or received or 
are fi nalists for a ROTC scholarship: Nathaniel 
Valaik, appointment to the Naval Academy; 
Timothy Benoit, appointment to the Military 
Academy at West Point; Michael DiGiovanna, 
four-year Navy ROTC Scholarship Emory 
Riddle; Greg Schmit, enlisted in US Marine 
Corps; Christopher Dukes, fi nalist for a 
four-year Army ROTC Scholarship; Thomas 
Currie, fi nalist for a four-year Army ROTC 
Scholarship; Timothy Hagerty, received a 
four-year Army ROTC Scholarship to The University of Mis-
souri; Phillip Greener, Congressional Nomination to attend the 
Air Force Academy; and Reed Sullivan, will take Navy ROTC 
as part of studies at the University of Arizona.  

Twenty-one cadets were recognized with individual awards: 
David Brouch, DAR ROTC; Colin Hirsch, DAC ROTC Medal; 
Luke Friedman, SAR ROTC Medal; Christopher Dukes, SAR 
Citizenship Medal; Johnny Runzel TROA Medal; Michael 
Shay, Juan Avila and Daniel Conlin, COL Joe Day Memorial 
Award; Nathaniel Valaik, Matthew Jacobs and Jeffrey Gerold, 

COL Joe Day Remembrance Award; Edward 
Randerson, Bugles Across America Hall of 
Fame;  Daniel Brankin and Matthew West, 
Bugles Across America Award; Joseph Schaef-
fer, Best Squad Leader; Jonathan Rios and Brian 
Wulff, Best Plebes; Ryan Hoffman, Senior Rev. 
Martin Witting Award; Andrew Slade, Junior 
Rev. Martin Witting Award; Charles Leonard, 
Sophomore Rev. Martin Witting Award; and 
Macade Thorpe, Freshman Rev. Martin Wit-
ting Award.

This year’s guest speaker was COL Joe Skaja, 
USAF, the Chief of the Electronic Warfare 
Transformation/Information Operations Mod-
ernization Division, Headquarters Air Combat 
Command at Langley Air Force Base in VA.   He 
is a command pilot with more than 3,600 fl ying 

hours and has participated in Operations Desert Storm, Allied 
Force, Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.  COL Skaja has 
received more than a dozen major awards and decorations.

COL Skaja spoke to the Cadet Corps and guests about  the 
core values that were reinforced during his years at Marmion 
and the importance of building upon those.  “If you can go 
through life putting service before self, living with integrity 
and striving for excellence in everything you do, you will be 
in a good place"
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a COL Joe Skaja, USAF ‘78 spoke 

to the cadets and guests about a 
return to core values at Military 
Night 2009.

LEAD will be presenting a pilot leader-
ship program for St. Peter’s grade school 
in Aurora.
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Coach Bill Schalz ‘79 returned this year 
with what appeared to be the strongest 
squad since the State championship team in 
2000.  This year’s talented group included 
seniors Tyler Capen, Austin Cox, Thomas 
Delves, and Matt Lifka, along with junior 
Matt Pircon and sophomore Ben Kanute. 
Newcomers to the varsity team were soph-
omores Mike Duy and Andy Healy and 
freshmen Zach Bennett and Dan Duhig. 

To set the tone for the season, the Cadets 
stormed to victory for the fourth consecu-
tive time in the Randy Block ‘70 Memorial 
Relays by capturing the final five events.

Approaching this year’s Sectional Meet 
at St. Charles East, Marmion had all three 
relays more than two seconds under the 
State cut and seven additional swimmers 
who had been faster than the State qualify-
ing mark in recent races.

Marmion defeated second place St Charles 
North 232-215.5 with a thrilling runner-up 
finish in the final race of the day. 

The Cadets advanced a swimmer to the 
State Meet in every event. Capen led the 
way by winning the 200 individual medley 
and the 100 backstroke. His time of 1.55.96 
in the medley was almost five seconds un-
der the State-qualifying standard.

In the State Meet Marmion fell just short 
of earning a team trophy, ending up two 
points behind third place Glenbrook South.  
This was the fastest State Meet ever, clock-
ing several new State Records and one Na-
tional record. 

Coach Schalz was quoted as saying “These 
guys swam hard all the way to the end. I’m 
very proud of what they accomplished.”

Swim Team Takes Fourth at State

Junior Matt Pircon took second at State in 
the 50-yard freestyle and helped all three 
relays fi nish in the top four.  He is the Bea-
con News Swimming Athlete of the Year.

All-Confernece senior Sean Fichtel dribbles past 
Driscoll.  The Cadets fi nished 10-4 in Conference 
which included an exciting win over ACC.

Varsity 
Baseball 
Schedule  

April
03 Fri East Aurora  4:30
04 Sat Sandwich 1:00/3:00
06 Mon Driscoll 4:30
07 Tue Driscoll 4:30
11 Sat Naperville North 11:00am
13 Mon Montini 4:30
14 Tue Montini 4:30
17 Fri Aurora Christian 4:30
18 Sat St. Francis 10:00/12:00 
20 Mon I.C. 4:30
21 Tue I.C. 4:30
24 Fri Lincoln Way North 4:30
27 Mon Aurora Central 4:30
28 Tue Aurora Central 4:30

May
02 Sat Dekalb 10:00/12:30
04 Mon St. Edward 4:30
05 Tue St. Edward 4:30
07 Thu Round Lake Senior 4:30
09 Sat Oswego 10:00am
11 Mon Marian Central 4:30
12 Tue Marian Central 4:30
18 Mon Batavia 4:30
19 Tue IMSA 4:30
20 Wed IMSA 4:45
23 Sat Streator 11:00/1:30

**Home games are in italics**

Spring Sports Schedules for Lacrosee, 
Tennis and Track and Field are available 
online at www.digitalsports.com.

Cadets Finish 2nd in Conference
The Cadet basketball team com-
pleted an up and down season 
finishing 2nd in Conference with a 
10-4  (13-14 overall) record. Season 
highlights include the breathtak-
ing 52-51 victory over then 14-3 
Aurora East. Senior guard David 
Brouch hit a jump shot with five 
seconds remaining to provide the 
winning margin.

Earlier in the season, rival Wheaton 
St. Francis had downed the Cadets 
51-49. Marmion reversed the score 
at home with a resounding 62-50 
victory.

In an even more exciting and tense 
evening at Marmion, the student 
section respectfully called “Bur-
no’s Inferno” cheered on the Ca-
dets throughout a hotly contested 
conference game with ACC. 

At home, the Cadets were able to 
reverse the earlier outcome of the 
ACC victory 35-33 in overtime. 
This time, senior guard Sean Fichtel sank a running shot with five seconds to go 
to put Marmion ahead 43-42. The Cadets had to watch a last second ACC jump 
shot bounce off the rim before claiming the victory.

Marmion finished the regular season with an impressive victory over Fenton in 
the season finale, but in the Class 4A Regional at Naperville Central, the Cadets 
had a cold shooting night that led to a defeat at the hands of Willowbrook
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A very exciting 18-4 season raised 
Head Coach Dean Branstetter’s 
Marmion seven-year record to an 
impressive 111-33. 

Marmion fi nished second in this 
year’s Conference Meet behind 
state powerhouse Montini. Junior 
Pat Greco (140 pounds), his fresh-
man brother Eddie (103 pounds) 
and junior Nico Jimenez (160 
pounds) were all conference cham-
pions.  Cadets earning second place 
honors in Conference were:  fresh-
men Ryan Riggs (112) and Angelo 
Silvestro (119), sophomore Eddie 
Breen (125), senior Tim Benoit (145), 
and junior Connor English (215).

At Regionals, Marmion fi nished 
fi fth with outstanding performanc-
es by fi rst place fi nishers Eddie Greco (103), Silvestro (119) 

and Pat Greco (140), second place 
fi nisher Breen (125), and fourth 
place fi nishers Benoit (145) and 
Jimenez (160).

In Sectional competition Pat and 
Eddie Greco fi nished second and 
third respectively. Pat (37-4) and 
Eddie (36-4) were the fi rst Marmion 
grapplers in the school’s history to 
qualify for State. Eddie fi nished in 
fi fth place at the State competition.

Senior Andrew Konovodoff holds 
the team record for the fastest pin 
(14 seconds) and Nico Jimenez 
holds the record for the most pins in 
a season (22). Along with all of their 
teammates, Pat Greco (129 take-
downs and 354 individual match 
points this past season) and Eddie 

Greco (36 wins and 211 team points this past season) have 

Grecos are Marmion’s First Wrestling State Qualifi ers

Schroeder’s Snipers began their season with a win when 
the  Precision team led by juniors Lucas Brandt, Jeffrey Voss, 
Ryan Novack, and Joseph Munder in the Redbird Classic at 
Illinois State University.
 
The team placed first in the three-position match and first 
place in the international (standing) match. Eight precision 
air rifle teams competed in this competition. Brandt and 
Voss finished one-two in the precision match. The Cadets 
also finished in third place at the Raider Classic held at Iro-
quois West H.S. 

The team made a successful journey to Camp Perry OH  
competing against 13 teams including two teams from Ger-
many. Marmion placed fourth in the Army JROTC Service 
Championship. Out of 58 individual competitors, Munder, 
Charles Leonard, Voss and Brandt finished in 18th, 20th, 
21st, and 22nd place, respectively. 

Four Qualify for Rifl e National Championships

Freshman Eddie Greco and his junior brother Pat made Mar-
mion history as the fi rst wrestlers to qualify for the State 
Wrestling Meet.  Eddie fi nished fi fth at State in his weight 
class. Marmion’s wrestling program began in 2002.

Schroeder’s Snipers placed fourth at the U.S. Army JROTC 
Championships.  (l-r: SGT Leon Collins, Joseph Munder, Lu-
cas Brandt, Charles Leonard, Jeffrey Voss and Ryan Novak.

Schroeder’s Snipers placed fourth at the U.S. Army JROTC 

Prior to the trip they had competed in the first Army postal 
match in Illinois to determine who would represent the State 
of Illinois in this international competition. Marmion tied in 
the postal match with Peking High School with a score of 
1120, but won out in a tie-breaker.

Marmion competed in the NRA three-position match and 
NRA International match, finishing first in the International 
match and the NRA 3-P team match. Munder, Leonard, Voss, 
and Brandt qualified to compete in the 2009 JROTC National 
Air Rifle Championship at Fort Benning GA, March 26-28

Football - Amby Geib MVP Award:  Juan Avila; Pat Schuster Most Ded-
icated Award:  Colin Hirsch;  All-Conference:  Juan Avila, Sean Fichtel;  
Academic All-Conference:  Lucas Brandt, Dan Brankin, Jack Gunderson, 
Nick Knudtson, Jeff McLean, Will Sterne, Julian Cammarano, Tom Cur-
rie, Colin Hirsch, Colin King, Greg Liske, Jared Meyer, Boby Miles, Sal 
Filardi, Matt Jacobs, Matt Kramer

Soccer - Achievement Award: Luke Friedman; All-Conference:  Luke Fried-
man, Beto Del Toro, Pablo Del Toro, Ralph Palmeri, Steve Anderson, 
Sam Duffi eld; Academic All-Conference:  Mike Maley, Steve Anderson, 
Tommy Cruger, Sam Duffi eld, Luke Friedman, Ralph Palmeri, Mike 
Shay, Sam VanDyck, Andrew Slade; SCC Player of the Year:  Luke Fried-
man; All-State:  Luke Friedman

Golf - Brother Leo Achievement Award:  Bryce Emory; All-Conference:  
Bryce Emory, Tim Johnson; Academic All-Conference:  David Brouch, 
Brian Hoss, Kyle Fischer;  SCC Player of the Year:  Bryce Emory

Cross Country - Achievement Award:  Andrew Larsen; All-Conference:  
Andrew Larsen, Oscar Aguinaga, T.J. Heffernan, Zack Young, Ben Ka-
nute, Bennett Marsh, Chris Hebert; Academic All-Conference:  Chris He-
bert, Ben Kanute, Bennett Marsh, Ryan Lifka, Russ Semmler, Matt Wen-
zel, Nathan Valaik, Matt West, Zach Young, Joe Fuja, Andrew Larsen, 
Jack Ledvora, Nick Scanlan, Mike Weiler, Jim Wollert; SCC Runner of the 
Year:  Andrew Larsen;  All-State:  Andrew Larsen 

Fall Sports Honors
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Jazz Band Awarded at 
North Shore Jazz Festival

The Marmion-Rosary Jazz Band competed with 57 jazz ensem-
bles and combos at the North Shore Jazz Festival at Glenbrook 
South High School on January 24.  The Band received first divi-
sion ratings in both jazz ensemble and combo. The Marmion-
Rosary jazz combo received the third place trophy in Class A 
competition with the ensemble finishing fourth overall.  

The Marmion-Rosary Jazz Band is under the direction of Ste-
phen Thurlow.  Members of the jazz combo are Evan Kline-
Wedeen on alto sax, Matt Jacobs on trumpet, Brendan Whiting 
on trombone, Rachel Maley on piano, Julian Cammarano on 
bass and Peter Naughton on drums

Rick Holinger Receives Pushcart 
Prize Nomination

English teacher Rick Holinger, 
Ph.D. was nominated by the edi-
tor of Green Hills Literary Lantern 
for the 2008 Pushcart Prize for his 
story “The Heads.”  This is his 
third nomination for The Pushcart 
Prize - Best of the Small Presses, 
the most prestigious award given 
to writers of fiction, poetry, and 
the essay whose works appear in 
small literary magazines.   

“The Heads” is the story about a 
young boy who develops a phobia for mounted animal heads 
on a trip with his widowed father to a posh Wisconsin resort. 
It appears in the current issue of Green Hills Literary Lantern, an 
on-line literary magazine.

Holinger has been a member of the Marmion Academy English 
Department for nearly 30 years.  Since 2000, he has written the 
weekly column “View from Geneva” in The Geneva Sun.  He 
is a facilitator of the St. Charles Writers Group, sponsored by 
the St. Charles Public Library, and is a member of Great Books 
discussion group, a monthly book discussion taped live by 
NCTV, Naperville, shown weekly and biweekly on local west-
suburban cable television stations.

He has had over 25 stories, 100 poems, and many essays, critical 
articles and book reviews published in literary magazines and 
has earned more than a dozen literary awards and honors.  

The Pushcart Prize - Best of the Small Presses series, published 
every year since 1976, is the most honored literary project in 
America. Hundreds of presses and thousands of writers of 
short stories, poetry and essays have been represented in the 
pages of this annual collection

2009 Commencement 
Speaker

Rev. John O. Schlegel, S.J.
President, Creighton University

Marmion Commencement
Sunday, May 24, 2009

2:15pm
(Ticketed Admission Only)

Marmion Celebrates 
Cultural Diversity with 

International Night

The Foreign Language Department spon-
sored International Night on February 24, 
their largest to date with almost the entire 
student body participating.  More than 
700 attended to partake in a sampling of 
authentic cuisine and view cultural re-
search projects by Marmion’s French, Ital-
ian, Latin and Spanish students.  

Projects include displays, models, cook-
ing demonstrations, videos and skits 
and were judged by Marmion faculty 
for prizes. Winners included: Jon Silva 
and Juan Terrazas (French 3/4) for their 
cake in the shape of the Arc de Triomphe; 
Andrew Slade (Spanish 3 Honors) for his 
Aqueduct; Tim Tarter and Dan Wycklendt 
(Latin 2) for their Circus Maximus Model; 
Juan Avila and Colin King (AP Spanish) 
for their demonstration of Latin Dancing; 
Ryan Novak (Italian) for his display of 
iconic Italian cars including a real Smart-
car; and Daniel McLean (French 1) for his 
wood burning of the Eiffel Tower (pic-
tured right)



By Dr. Vic Pinks II ‘72, Physics Teacher/
Science  Department Chairman
Three Honor’s Integrated Science 
Thesis – Physics course students (Ben 
Fischer, Jeff Gerold, and Tim Hagerty) 
have successfully launched an “inter-
active” molecular dynamics software 
system on MUNCC2. The MUNCC2 
cluster is a Linux-based operating 
system that was built by Nick Chari-
par ‘02 and maintained by subsequent 
student system administrators.   

This effort marks the beginning of the 
development of interactive chemistry, 
biology and physics experimentation 
‘in-silico’ at Marmion. Our goal is to make this accessible to 
science students to perform three dimensional ‘live’ modeling 
of chemical systems fundamental to physics, chemistry and 
biochemistry. Live simulations are not movies of molecular 
motion.  They are actual computer experiments which have 
become the foundation of new research in academic, industry 
and governmental efforts to speed up the discovery process 
for new drugs, materials and nanotechnology. 

Live simulations are similar to doing ‘what-if’ calculations 
on a spreadsheet with chemical models whose only expense 

Physics Students Create Live Animated Molecule

Campus News
is electricity. Studies show that 
combining the visual channel 
with traditional hands on labora-
tory experimentation accelerates 
the amalgamation of conceptual 
understanding of the chemical 
physics phenomena. Students are 
naturally fast visual learners in 
part due to their exposure to video 
gaming. Interactive molecular dy-
namics allows students to see ob-
servables like temperature, pres-
sure, freezing, boiling and osmosis 
at the atomic level.  

The students are using a program 
called NAMD (using the VMD molecular viewer) which was 
developed by the Theoretical and Computational Biophysics 
Group (TCBG), an NIH Resource for Macromolecular Model-
ing and Bioinformatics. NAMD and similar interactive mo-
lecular dynamics engines are available at no cost since they 
are maintained by tax dollars for public use. 

Marmion is certainly on the forefront of high impact learn-
ing in math and science with interactive computer simulation 
tools of molecular behavior, considering the common user is 
at or above graduate level research
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Seniors Earn Academic Honors
National Merit Scholarship Finalists

Ryan Boone and Jeffrey Gerold have received Finalist recog-
nition in the 2009 National Merit Scholarship Competition.  
These academically talented high school seniors are eligible to 
compete for some 8,200 Merit Scholarship awards worth over 
$35 million.  Ryan is the Student Executive Director of the LEAD 
program and Jeffrey is Alpha Company Commander in the 
JROTC program.  They join 112 Marmion graduates that have 
received the honor of being named a National Merit Finalist 
throughout the competition’s fi fty-year history.

Illinois State Scholars
The Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) has named 
thirty-fi ve Marmion Academy seniors (27% of the class) Il-

linois State Scholars.  The following seniors ranked in the top 
ten percent of the state’s high school graduating seniors to 
receive this honor: Stephen Ausman, Timothy Benoit, Ryan 
Boone, David Brouch, Daniel Conlin, Thomas Currie, Michael 
DiGiovanna, Christopher Dukes, Salvatore Filardi, Benedict 
Fischer, Luke Friedman, Joseph Fuja, Jeffrey Gerold, Michael 
Gruesen, Colin Hirsch, Ryan Hoffman, Matthew Jacobs, Joseph 
Jimenez, Kevin Kavanaugh, Colin King, Matthew Kramer, 
Andrew Larsen, John Ledvora, Kevin Lill, Gregory Liske, Brett 
Loehmann, Nathan McGinn, Jared Meyer, Mitchell Ruble, 
Johnny Runzel, Nathaniel Valaik, Bryan Vanco, Samuel Van 
Dyck, Brian Vasquez, James Wollwert.

National Honor Society 
Thirty-four seniors were inducted into the Marmion Chapter 
of the National Honors Society.  The following students were 
presented their Society pin by their parents, signed their name 
into record and received their certifi cate of membership: Ryan 
Boone, David Brouch, Daniel Conlin, Austin Cox, Thomas 
Currie, Michael Duhig, Christopher Dukes, Andrew Ferrer, 
Salvatore Filardi, Benedict Fischer, Luke Friedman, Joseph 
Fuja, Jeffrey Gerold, Colin Hirsch, Ryan Hoffman, Matthew 
Jacobs, Kevin Kavanaugh, Colin King, Matthew Kramer, Kevin 
Lill, Gregory Liske, Brett Loehmann, Nicholas Matsie, Nathan 
McGinn, Jared Meyer, Jacob Moore, Mitchell Ruble, Nicholas 
Scanlan, Michael Shay, Nathaniel Valaik, Samuel VanDyck, 
Brian Vasquez and James Wollwert
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simulation of an alanine molecule  for the Marmion Board 
of Lay Trustees.  The goal is to make this  accessible to sci-
ence classrooms to perform three dimensional ‘live’ model-
ing of chemical systems.

Ryan Boone Jeffrey Gerold
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ALUMNI TAPS
+Elmer W. Kucera ‘41 of Indian Head Park died on 
November 27, 2008.  He was preceded in death by 
his wife +Jeanne.

+Richard Reuland ‘42 of Aurora died on March 
20, 2009 after a long battle with liver cancer.  He 
is survived by his four sons (David ‘83) and three 
daughters.  He was preceded in death by his wife 
+Rose Marie in 2002.

+Robert L. Sibenaller ‘43 of Spartanburg SC died 
on February 3, 2009.  He is survived by his brother 
Jerome ‘48 of Aurora.  He was preceded in death 
by his fi rst wife Marge and second wife Dorothy 
and his brothers Walter ‘43 and Richard ‘46.

+Clyde Hess ‘48 of Aurora died on December 14, 
2008 after an 11 year battle with Alzheimer’s.  He 
is survived by his wife of 53 years Alice, three sons, 
fi ve grandchildren and his brother Dale ‘47 of Au-
rora.  He was  preceded in death by his brother 
Leroy ‘39.

+Robert Walz ‘49 of Aurora died on January 7, 
2009.  He is survived by his wife of 35 years Kathy 
and son Keith.  

+Frank J. Hayashida ‘50 of Elgin died on July 30, 
2008.  He is survived by his wife Joan, one son, one 
daughter and his brother Ralph ‘53 of Stanford 
CT.

+James P. Franzen ‘51 of Jacksonville FL died on 
December 27, 2008.  He is survived by two sons, 
two daughters  and grandchildren.

+Robert E. Spritzer ‘51 of Oakland CA died on 
February 9, 2009.  He is survived by his two sisters 
and numerous nieces and nephews.

+Richard B. Perez ‘54 of Glen Ellyn died on Octo-
ber 31, 2008.  He is survived by his wife Patricia, 
two sons, one daughter and his brothers Ben ‘61 of 
Aurora, Peter ‘61 of Castle Rock CO and Bob ‘62 of 
Sharpsburg GA.

+John A. Miklosik ‘55 of Aurora died on Novem-
ber 14, 2008.  He is survived by his wife Sandra, six 
sons, two daughters and eighteen grandchildren.  
She was proceeded in death by a son and a grand-
son.

+Peter Hobscheid ‘58 of Minong WI died on No-
vember 14, 2008.   He is survived by his wife of 44 
years Karen, two sons, a daughter and fi ve grand-
children.  He was preceded in death by his brother 
Robert ‘56.

+Leo J. Ryan ‘58 of Aurora died on December 27, 
2008.  He is survived by his wife Connie, three 
sons, three daughters and nine grandchildren.

+Starr D. Kohn ‘71 of Ypsilanti MI died on Janu-
ary 31, 2009.  He is survived by his wife Catherine, 
one son and three grandchildren.

IN YOUR PRAYERS
+Jerome A. Ahasic, father of Alan ‘68 of Batavia, 
died on November 4, 2008.  He is survived by his 
wife Alice, three sons and many grandchildren.  

+Lisa Anen-Campbell, daughter of Rick and 
Joann Anen ‘69 of Lindenhurst, died on January 
10, 2009 of leukemia.

+Pamela Audett, wife of Stephen ‘65 of Bracebri-
dge, Ontario, Canada, died on June 13, 2008.  She 
is survived by her husband.

+Robert E. Barnes, D.D.S., father of Robert 
‘75, M.D. of Oak Brook and grandfather of Jim 
McGough ‘03 of Aurora, died on February 16, 
2009.  He is survived by his wife of 57 years Ann, 
three daughters (Dr. Ellen Barnes-McGough, is a 
Marmion Trustee), one son and fi ve grandchil-
dren.

+Mary C. Benkendorf, mother of Bob ‘70 of 
Phoenix AZ, died on October 16, 2008.

+Ann Byrne, mother of Michael ‘62 of Oswego, 
Thomas ‘63 of Leawood KS and Robert ‘66 of 
South Bend IN, died on November 8, 2008.  She is 
survived by fi ve sons, two daughters and grand-
children.  She was preceded in death by her hus-
band Patrick, a son and daughter.

+Norma Casey, mother of Brian ‘72 of Bar-
rington, died on March 20, 2008.  Norma and 
husband Tom, a former Marmion Trustee, are Life 
Members of the Abbot Marmion Society.  She is 
survived by her husband of 67 years, two sons 
and two daughters.

+Ruth M. Christoffel, mother of Keith ‘72 of Sur-
prise AZ and grandmother of Jeff ‘97 of Surprise 
AZ and Michael ‘97 of Aurora, died on February 
21, 2009.  She is survived by her husband of 55 
years Jack, two sons, six daughters, many grand-
children and her brother Carl Frieders ‘39 of Si-
erra Vista AZ.  She was preceded in death by one 
son and her brother Michael ‘31.

+Kathleen A. Contratto, mother of Mark ‘79, 
died on March 15, 2009.  She is survived by her 
husband Frank,  her son and daughter and two 
grandchildren. 

+Dorothy L. Devett, mother of Fr. Aaron Devett 
OSB, died on January 22, 2009.  She is survived 
by four sons, two daughters and many grandchil-
dren.  She was preceded in death by her husband 
William.

+Daisy V. Dixon, mother of Warren Jr. ‘64  of 
Naperville and grandmother of Warren III ‘92 of 
Naperville, died on January 22, 2009.  She is sur-
vived by her husband of 67 years Warren, her son, 
a daughter and many grandchildren.

+Maximino Fernandez died on March 9, 2009 at 
his home in Spain.  He is the father of trustee Car-
men Cordogan, and grandfather of Paul ‘03 and 
Joseph ‘09.

+Grace Fichtel, wife of LeRoy ‘46 of North Au-
rora, died on November 28, 2008.  She is survived 
by her husband, one son, two daughters and six 
grandchildren.

+Ann M. Malaker, wife of Larry ‘58, died on Feb-
ruary 18, 2009.  She is survived by her husband, 
one son, two daughters and seven grandchildren.

+Karen S. Paprocki, wife of +Lawrence ‘72, died 
on December 10, 2008.  She is survived by two 
sons, one daughter and grandchildren.  She was 
preceded in death by her husband.

+Elsie Renaud, mother of Tim ‘59 of Batavia, died 
on January 12, 2009.  She is survived by her son, a 
daughter and grandchildren.

+Daniel Sherman, father of Dr. Paul Sherman ‘81 
of Seattle WA and uncle of Phil ‘73  and Bill ‘79 
Schalz of Aurora, died in December 2008.

+Edward  R. Tybor Sr., father of Edward ‘68 of 
Scottsdale AZ and Terry ’71 (Nancy, past Mothers’ 
Club President 98-99) of  Oak Lawn and grandfa-
ther of Terry, Jr. ‘00 of Oak Lawn, died on October 
6, 2008.  He is survived by his two sons, a daugh-
ter and grandchildren.  Ed was a Funeral Director 
for over 60 years at the Funeral Home that bears 
his name on the South Side of Chicago. 

+Jeanne E. Vincent, mother of William ‘56 of 
Hinckley, died on January 29, 2009. She is sur-
vived by her son, four daughters and many 
grandchildren. 

+Harold G. Williams, Sr., father of Harold, Jr. ‘79, 
died on February 27, 2009.  He is survived by his 
wife of 49 years Ann, his son, three daughters and 
many grandchildren. 

Correction: +Irene C. Bentley, mother of 
Kenneth ‘52 of Bella Vista AR, Robert ‘63
of Shelbyville and William ‘64 of Brasstown 
NC and grandmother of William ‘93 and 
Nathan Houser ‘04 of Orion, died on June 
23, 2009.  She is survived by four sons, two 
daughters and grandchildren.  She was pre-
ceded in death by her husband Walter and two 
sons (Donald ‘50).
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1946
Daniel and Hazel Smith of Oswego cel-
ebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
on January 31, 2009.  The couple has fi ve 
children, fi ve grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.

1948
Fr. Bernard 
Schaefer OSB 
wrote about his 
annual trip to 
Alaska.  He did 
some parish work 
and enjoyed fi sh-
ing.  He caught 
two Kings and 
some big halibut.  
He is pictured 
here with his 
catch.  Bicycling 
is still his pas-
sion.  He bikes 
all year long as 
long as the path 
is open.

1951
Mickey Melvin of Elwood IN sent in a 
news article about his granddaughter and 
US Olympic diver, Mary Beth Dunnichay, 
age 15. During the summer Olympics, 
Mary Beth found time to write a diary from 
Beijing for publication in The Herald Bulle-
tin.  She and diving partner Haley Ishimat-
su fi nished fi fth among the eight pairs who 
qualifi ed for the women’s synchronized 
10-meter platform fi nal.  She arrived home 
to parades and was presented with keys 
to Elwood and Anderson...Philip Sailer of 
Rock Island received a certifi cate marking 
his 50 years in Catholic education from the 
principal of Alleman High School in Rock 
Island during Catholic Schools Week Mass 
on January 26.  Philip, a Catholic Deacon, 
has given 46 of those 50 years to Alleman, 
where he served as a teacher, counselor 
and coach.  He was featured in an article in 
the The Catholic Post, the Diocese of Peoria 
newspaper on February 1, 2009.

1953
Gerald Driessen of San Diego CA writes 
that he is still kicking, but not quite as high.  
He is enjoying the San Diego sunshine, 
looking for a house that is all on one level 
and working on his biography and on a de-

salination project...Nick Levandoski of Mi-
ami FL is an avid golfer and is now a rules 
offi cial with the United States Golf Associa-
tion, South Florida PGA and Florida State 
Golf Association.  He is also a member of 
the FSGA Course Measurement and Rating 
Team, supporting Southeastern Florida Golf 
Courses.

1955
Morrie and Ann Doyle are cruising around 
the world in 128 days on the 2009 Grand 
World Voyage.  Half-way through their ad-
venture, the couple had already visited Aus-
tralia, Indonesia, China and Hong Kong.  
Morrie noted that as they cruised into 
Vietnam, he thought about several of their 
friends and a couple of his classmates that 
gave their lives to end the war...Richard and 
Dolores Kellen of 
Aurora (pictured 
right) celebrated 
their 50th wedding 
anniversary on 
November 8, 2008.  
The couple has 
three children and 
two grandchildren. 
Richard retired 
from Lyon Metal 
and Dolores is retired from Dreyer Medical 
Clinic.  Their children hosted a celebratory 
dinner in their honor at Fishermen’s Inn.

1957
Jim Reiland of Montgomery, recently re-
tired Marmion teacher and varsity baseball 
coach, received the Mike Herbert Distin-
guished Service Award from the Illinois 
High School Baseball Coaches Association 
on January 31.   Jim was recognized for his 
40+ years of dedicated service to baseball 
and for his integrity and good will.  Jim 
was also inducted into the Aurora Central 
Catholic Hall of Fame for his contribution 
to their athletic programs.  Jim served as 
the  school’s fi rst athletic director as well as 
the fi rst baseball coach.  He was responsi-
ble for starting the football, basketball and 
baseball programs in 1968 as well as golf, 
wrestling, cross country, track and tennis 
in 1970.  He was also responsible for start-
ing all female sports between 1970-75...Ted 
and Shirley Weber 
(pictured right) of 
Aurora celebrated 
their 50th wedding 
anniversary on De-
cember 27, 2008.  
The couple has 
four sons (Ted ‘77, 
Tom ‘80, Mike ‘86 
and Tim ‘87)), one 
daughter and six grandchildren.

2009 Class Reunions2009 Class Reunions

 Golden Jubilee Reunion
 Class of 1959
May 29 & 30

Friday: Marmion Academy
6:30 - 9:30 pm: Pre-reunion party
Saturday: Marmion Academy
4:30 pm: Tours – Koch Theatre
5:30 pm: Reunion Mass – Abbey Church
6:15 pm: Reception -  Lux Dining Hall
7:30 pm: Dinner/Dance – Lux Dining Hall

Golden Club Reunion
 Classes of 1931-1958

May 30
Saturday: Marmion Academy
4:30 pm: Tours –Koch Theatre
5:30 pm: Reunion Mass – Abbey Church
6:15 pm: Reception -  Lux Dining Hall
7:30 pm: Dinner/Dance – Lux Dining Hall

Members of the graduating classes ending in 4 and 9 are invited back to Marmion for an enjoyable 
evening of renewing friendships and great food.  Contact the Alumni Offi ce at (630) 897-6936, Ext. 
228 or maalumni@marmion.org for reservations and for information on pre-reunion parties. 

Silver Jubilee Reunion
 Class of 1984
June 12 & 13

Friday: Pre-reunion party - TBA
Saturday: Marmion Academy
4:30 pm: Tours –Koch Theatre
5:30 pm: Reunion Mass – Abbey Church
6:15 pm: Reception– Hammes Dining Room
7:30 pm: Dinner/Dance – Lux Dining Hall 

5-Year Reunion
 Classes of 1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 

1989, 1994, 1999, 2004
Dates:  June 12 & 13

Friday: Class pre-reunion parties - TBA
Saturday: Marmion Academy
4:30 pm: Tours –Koch Theatre
5:30 pm: Reunion Mass – Abbey Church
6:15 pm: Reception - Lux Dining Hall
7:30 pm: Dinner/Dance – Lux Dining Hall
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1959
Mike Burke of Greensboro NC is a mem-
ber of the University of North Carolina 
Greensboro Athletics Hall of Fame.  In 2005 
he was selected as a Southern Conference 
Distinguished Service Award Recipient.  
Mike and Nancy established UNCG’s fi rst 
endowed athletic scholarship in 1987.  He 
help to start the Spartan Golf Classic and 
has served on the Spartan Club Executive 
Committee (chairman from 93-95)...Ronald 
Waddell of Sayner WI retired to Northern 
Wisconsin after 35 years with the Teamsters.  
Married for 40 years to Andrea, they have 
one son (a Master SGT in the U.S. Army for 
20 years)  and four grandchildren.  

1960
Ken Nagel of Plano, a Marmion Trustee is 
president of Fox River Foods, Inc. which was 
presented with the International Food Ser-
vice Manufacturers Association’s (IFMA) 
top honor during their annual President’s 
Conference in Las Vegas last Novem-
ber.  The IFMA Excellence in Distribution 
Award pays tribute to a corporate or inde-
pendent distribution organization that has 
demonstrated excellence in the categories 
of management and leadership, customer 
relations, supplier relations and industry/
community contributions.  The company 

operates regularly scheduled routes cover-
ing most of a six-state area consisting of IL, 
IN, WI, MI, MO and IA.

1961
Gerry Dempsey of Elburn, a Marmion 
Trustee, is celebrating the 50th year of his 
property management fi rm, Batavia En-
terprises, Inc.   The company was honored 
at the St. Charles Chamber Charlemagne 
Awards and received the Ole Award at the  
Annual Batavia Chamber Awards dinner.  
The company , which was started in 1959 
by Gerry’s father Lawrence,  now offers 
properties from West Chicago to Rockford, 
and St. Charles to Sugar Grove.  Batavia 
Enterprises Inc. holds a corporate portfolio 
of more than 50 properties.   

1964
Larry Frieders, R.Ph. of Aurora was in-
stalled as the chairman of the compound-
ing section of the Illinois Pharmacists Asso-
ciation on September 26, 2008 (a two-year 
term).  Larry and his wife, Pat, are owners 
of The Compounder Pharmacy in Aurora.  
Larry is a graduate of the University of Il-
linois College of Pharmacy, Northwestern 
university and Loyola University, Chicago...
Steve Heli of Canby OR was incorrectly 
listed as a member of the class of ‘62 in the 

November issue of the Marmion Magazine.  
Steve recently retired from La Salle Catho-
lic College Preparatory, where he worked 
as a science teacher for 40 years. 

1965
Jim and Karen Scully live in Benicia CA 
– a not-quite yet discovered paradise. Jim 
is the General Manager of a CNC machine 
shop in Oakland. His primary responsibili-
ties are accounting, personnel, webmaster, 
network administrator. So far, they haven’t 
been too hit by the economic slowdown. 
Karen is Director of Catering at the Univer-
sity of California, Davis. The list of people 
for whom they have done events is a real 
Who’s Who of California and the world.  
They have two children,  Jenna (the Gen-
eral Manager of a home building company 
in Oklahoma City. Tough times right now, 
but she builds great homes in the $500,000 
plus neighborhood.) and Adam (a recov-
ery mentor in Taos NM. Adam has assured 
me that he has never done drugs and went 
through rehab only to improve his skills 
as a recovery mentor.)  Jim has fi nally quit 
smoking after quadruple bypass surgery 
in 2006 and today feels really great. That’s 
about it.  He adds, “If you’re going to be 
in northern California or you live near my, 
drop me a line and say hi.”

1967
Pat Johns of Severna Park MD travelled 
to Kenya in 2008 to support the Catholic 
Relief Services (CRS) response to the civil 
crisis and to Myanmar (Burma) to support 
the response to a cyclone.  Pat recently re-
ceived the Marquette University Alumni 
Service to the community Award.  Pat’s ca-
reer with the CRS was featured in the Mar-
quette Magazine last Fall.  That article and 
a multimedia slideshow can be viewed at 
www.marquette.edu/magazine.

1970
Illinois State 
Senator Chris 
Lauzen of Au-
rora (right) wel-
comed honored 
guest US Army 
Captain Terry 
Peterson ‘01 
(left) to the 5th 
Annual Senator Chris Lauzen Dodgeball 
Tournament.  Terry  suffered life threat-
ening injuries in 2005 in Baghdad when a 
roadside bomb exploded next to his Hum-

Toma ‘59 Honored with Golden Heart

Tony Toma of Oswego (right) was presented with the Gold Heart Award by Dennis Mestrich 
(left), president of  the Aurora Heartland Blood Center. Tony recently celebrated his 50th 
anniversary of donating blood.  Tony visits the Heatland Blood Center in Aurora every two 
weeks to donate platelets.  He still has his original donor’s identifi cation card, issued on 
January 1, 1959.  On January 29,  Tony said he will continue to donate for as long as he can.  
The scar tissue on his arm has built up, but he sees plenty of good blood left in him.  “As long 
as it helps somebody, who cares?” he remarked.  Heartland estimates that Tony’s donations 
have saved nearly one life every month for  the last 50 years, equalling more than 400. 
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vee, severely injuring his arms and right 
leg.  Proceeds from this and earlier tourna-
ments have provided over $9,000 to local 
wounded soldiers.

1972
Rob Weiss of Southlake TX was promoted 
to Executive Vice President, Global Sus-
tainment, for Lockheed Martin Aeronauti-
cal Corp. of Ft. Worth TX.  Rob will develop 
strategies for supporting products across 
all of Lockheed Martin’s product license 
at their aeronautic sites.  Previously, Rob 
was V.P. for Business Development.  He has 
been with Lockheed Martin for 23 years.  
He is an Annapolis grad and was a carrier-
based pilot retiring as a Captain after 24 
years of service.

1974
Robert Tretter of Leawood KS is the Re-
gional V.P. for MGIS, Inc which specializes 
in disability and life programs for physi-
cians and dentists.

1979
Victor Betts of Chicago is a Web Master/
Developer for the Cook County Clerk of the 
Circuit Court in Downtown Chicago.  He is 

1986
Andy Carey of Le Mesa CA is  the Execu-
tive Director of the Border Philanthropy 
Partnership (BPP).  The BPP,  a consortium 
of institutional and individual funding 
partners, enlists the fi nancial support of 
members, guiding philanthropic invest-
ment to the root causes of Border issues, 
gathers and disseminates accurate data 
on border issues, organizes region-wide 
events to spotlight needs and solutions and 
brings together public and private entities 
with Border responsibilities to summon ef-
fective actions.  For more information on 
BPP visitborderpartnership.org.

1987
Ned and Kim Hedley of Kenilworth cele-
brated the birth of their 
third son, James How-
ard in November 2008...
Joel Riley of Glen El-
lyn (pictured right) has 
been appointed Princi-
pal of the Trust Com-
pany of Illinois’ Wealth 
Management team. 
Continued...

Leckrone ‘78 Honored 
on Veteran’s Day

Marmion held its annual Veterans’ Day Obser-
vance Ceremony on November 7.  The JROTC 
Cadet Corps honored all veterans and especially 
deceased alumni veterans of war during the after 
school formation and parade.   

The family of +CAPT Donald Leckrone ‘78 were 
the guests of honor at the ceremony.  Donald was 
a member of the Illinois Air National Guard who 
died on July 31, 1992 in a pre-dawn crash of his 
F-16A fi ghter jet in route to Denmark for NATO 
exercises.  His parents, Margaret and Donald, Sr., 
and his brother COL David Leckrone ‘80, who is 
also a member of the Illinois National Guard, 
were in attendance.

a graduate of Columbia College and was a 
part time instructor for the Graphic Design 
department teaching the entire Adobe Cre-
ate Suite CS4.  He and Tamara have three 
children: Victor, Jr., Torrean and Victoria.

1980
COL John Fenzel USA of Fort Knox KY 
completed last six months in command of 
the Army’s Accessions Support Brigade.  
The brigade is responsible for the Golden 
Knights and the Army Marksmanship Unit.  
Two of his soldiers won Gold Medals in 
Trap and Skeet at the Olympics in Beijing.

1983
Michael Kanute of Geneva joined the Chi-
cago law fi rm of Baker & Daniels LLP as 
a partner, specializing in product liability.  
Mike and Eileen’s son, Ben, is a sophomore 
cadet on the Superior Honor Roll.

1984
Mark and Katrin Leuer of Chicago cel-
ebrated the birth of their fi rst son Felix on 
January 31, 2009.  Felix was born a month 
premature and has spent his fi rst two 
months at Children’s Memorial Hospital.

Lentz ‘67 Receives Fr. Alcuin Deck OSB 
Distinguished Service Award

Tom Lentz ‘67 (pictured right with Fr. Joel 
Rippinger OSB) was honored with the Fr. 
Alcuin Deck OSB Distinguished Service 
Award for the fi rst semester of the 2008-09 
Academic Year.  This award is presented to 
an Academy faculty or staff member in rec-
ognition of outstanding contributions and 
faithful service and in gratitude for exem-
plifying a spirit of charity and dedication. 

Tom has been a member of Marmion’s 
maintenance staff since 2001 and is a 
founding member of the Faculty/Staff Com-
munity Life Committee and has served on 
the Marmion Alumni Board for fi ve years.  

Tom has been a faithful volunteer at the 
Abbey’s Christmas Tree Farm since the 
early 1970s.  With his wife Peg and his grandchildren, Tom is a regular and avid fan of 
Marmion athletics and is an example to all of generous and patient service in the mis-
sion of the Academy and the Abbey.

“In the year celebrating Marmion’s 75th anniversary, it is appropriate to have someone 
with deep roots at Marmion receive this award,” states Fr. Joel Rippinger OSB, faculty/
staff chaplain.  “Tom’s father was a ‘40 graduate and his grandmother was a charter 
member of the Marmion Mothers’ Club. His brother, two sons and a son-in-law are also 
Marmion graduates"

children, Tom is a regular and avid fan of 
f generous and patient service in the mis-
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ners Provincial Reconstruction Teams with 
Iraqi government offi cials and coalition 
leaders to make agriculture more produc-
tive as an economic staple in the country.  
“Agriculture is growing, producing jobs 
and adding to security,” said Tom.  “These 
are training projects, so the idea behind 
them is to show the right way to do things...
and that is going to allow the people that 
are in those villages to have the most long-
term economic gain.”

1994
Mayur and Mari-
bel Bawa of Sin-
gapore welcomed 
their fi rst child, 
a son named 
Nikash Gopal 
(pictured right) on 
January 5, 2009...
Mark Burke com-
pleted his Ed.D. 
in instructional 
Technology from 
Northern Illinois 
University in December 2008.  He is cur-
rently a human performance consultant for 
BP North America.

1995
Jason Nagel of Naperville was featured in 
the Naperville Sun for his work as co-chair-
man of the “Bids for Kids” auction event 
for Little Friends of Naperville.   Jason is 
the assistant vice president of Park Nation-
al Bank...Tom and Jennifer (Hogan) Stetter 
of Las Vegas NV were married on January 
31, 2009.  Tom is the head coach and RF for 
the Baldham Boars Baseball Club in Vater-
stetten, Germany. He is living in Vater-
stetten for the remainder of the baseball 
season.

1996
Jim and Rachael Edwards of Gaithersburg 
MD celebrated the birth of their fi rst child 
Ava on December 9, 2008.  Proud grandpa 
Howard ‘65 visited the following week.

1997
Ryan Anderson of Montgomery was elect-
ed to the Board of Directors for Spectrios 
Institute for Low Vision (www.spectrios.

org).  Ryan holds a bachelor’s degree in 
Corporate Communication from Northern 
Illinois University and a Master’s degree in 
Public Administration from the University 
of Baltimore.  His professional focus has 
been on understanding the political and 
legal environments in which public man-
ager’s function, enhancing knowledge of 
managerial processes and organizational 
behavior and to improve skills in research 
methods and quantitative techniques.  He 
has worked in organized labor since 2003; 
today serving as Director of Organizational 
Development for Painters’ District Coun-
cil No. 30 in Aurora. He also is a partner 
in Butler & Anderson, LLC, a specialized 
consulting company.  Ryan is a member of 
the International Foundation of Employee 
Benefi t Plans, the Association of Certifi ed 
Fraud Examiners and Sigma Phi Epsilon 
Alumni Association. Ryan and his wife, 
Emily have a daughter Charli (5) and a son 
Ryan (3).

1998
Brent and Lore Schmitt of Chicago were 
married on December 5, 2008 in Cancun, 
Mexico.  In attendance were classmates 
Manual Aponte, Steve Ruggiero and fellow 
alums Austin 
Dempsey ‘97 
and Jon Grzy-
wa ‘99. While 
in Mexico 
Brent and Aus-
tin Dempsey 
(pictured right 
at the pyramid 
of Kukulkan)
visited the Chi-
chén Itzá, the 
most famous 
Mayan temple 
city which served as the political and eco-
nomic center of the Mayan civilization. 

2001
Captain William 
Fox, USA (pictured 
right) completed 
his fi rst marathon 
on November 9, 
2008 running the 
Athens Marathon, 
one the tough-
est courses in the 
world.  The route 

1987
Joel joined TCI in 1999 to work with affl uent 
individuals and their families in the areas 
of retirement planning, investment man-
agement, tax and estate planning.  He is a 
member of the TCI Investment Committe 
and has earned the designations of Certi-
fi ed Trust & Financial Advisor (CTFA) and 
Certifi ed Financial Planner. He is a member 
of the Wheaton Lions Club, the Financial 
Planning Association and the DuPage and 
Fox Valley Estate Planning Councils.

1989
Andy and Lisa Fuller of Springfi eld VA 
celebrated the birth of their son James Mi-
chael on February 5, 2009.  He joins siblings 
Josef, Elizabeth and Robert.

1990
Ron Sweet of Huntley coached Kishwau-
kee Community College to its third consec-
utive volleyball National Championship in 
2008.  That is the 7th National Champion-
ship he has won (six as a coach and one as 
a player.)

1991
Pete and Suzanne Letherman’s Sweet Pea 
Foundation was featured in the nationally 
circulated publication Woman’s World Mag-
azine  in its “Doing Good” section.   The 
Foundation was also fortunate to have a 
second article appear on the front page of 
The Elkhart Truth, a follow-up story to the 
article that appeared two years ago. The 
South Bend Tribune featured the Foundation 
in its Community section last November. 
It talked about their daughter Grace and 
how she inspired them to start the Sweet 
Pea Foundation. All of the  articles can be 
viewed on their web site at www.sweetpea-
foundation.org...Jeff O’Brien of Orem UT 
will captain the US National Team at the 
Hang Gliding World Championship this 
June in Laragne, France. After returning 
home, he’ll be attempting world records 
for distance, nearly 500 miles, in southern 
Texas. For more information visit http://
hang6.blogspot.com.

1993
Captain Tom Edwards of Aurora has spent 
the last four months traveling all over the 
Iraqi landscape as the Multi-National Divi-
sion - Center agricultural advisor.  He part-

Send in your family and career updates to maalumni@marmion.org
Class Notes will appear in the Marmion Magazine - November & April issues(continued)
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the NHL’s Anaheim Ducks.  John earned a 
degree in Sports Management from Loras 
College in 2008. As a “Duhawk” John in-
terned with the Chicago Blackhawks as a 
Community Outreach Intern.  After gradu-
ation, he began working with Intersport, 
Inc. (Chicago, IL) where he worked on a 
marketing campaign for Cadillac running 
golf clinics throughout the country. 

2005
Nicholas Dieter of Maple Park has ac-
cepted membership in Golden Key in-
ternational Honour Society .  The global 
nonprofi t organization provides academic 
recognition to top-performing college and 
university students as well as scholarship 
and networking opportunities.  Nicholas 
is a senior at West Point...Elliot Lauzen of 
Aurora (pictured 
right) recently 
completed his 
four-year varsity 
football career at 
Harvard Univer-
sity with an over-
all 31-9 record.  
Besides providing 
senior leadership 
to a young Har-
vard team, Elliot 
also captained 
the Junior Varsity team and led the squad 
in receptions and receiving yards.  His ca-
reer ended with an exciting Harvard win 

over Yale capturing a share of the 2008 Ivy 
League championship with Brown.

2006
Andrew Hebert of Bristol, through the 
University of Notre Dame’s International 
Summer Service Learning Program intern-
ship (ISSLP), spent nine weeks  in South 
India  volunteering at a school for mentally 
and physically handicapped children. Lo-
cated in Chennai, India, Vidya Sagar is a 
govenmental NGO, providing schooling to 
children suffering from Cerebral Palsy and 
autism. NGOs such as Vidya Sagar are rare 
in India since just within the last decade, 
persons with disabilities were granted full 
rights as citizens. Andrew worked in class-
rooms and one-on-one with students, par-
ticipated in demonstrations with students 
to work to gain more rights for persons 
with disabilities.  He also helped start new 
projects such as a painting clinic for young-
er students and exercise sessions for young 
adults and older students. Funded through 
an ISSLP award from the University of 
Notre Dame, Andrew is continuning his 
learning experience by sharing his experi-
ences from his summer in India through 
presentations, a fi nal integrative paper, and 
participating in various seminars at the 
University of Notre Dame, while choosing 
through an interview process next summers 
participants with his fellow and former site 
partners. To learn more about Vidya Sagar 
and the work they do, visit www.vidyasa-
gar.co.in/index.asp. 

dates back to 490 BC when the fi rst battle 
for democracy was fought in the village of 
Marathon.  Though outnumbered by the 
invading Persians, Greek citizen-soldiers 
prevailed.  Legend has it that the news of 
the success was entrusted to the Athenian 
messenger, Phidippides, who ran the 26.2 
miles carrying the news to Athens, and 
having done so, collapsed and died. Wil-
liam escaped that fate completing the route 
in 5:13 hours.  The next day he returned to 
Kaiserlautern, Germany where he serves 
as Battalion Adjutant for the Army’s 5th 
Battalion, 7th Air Defense Artillery...Chris-
topher Rohde of Geneva has accepted 
the position of head coach for boys’ Cross 
Country at Metea Valley High School in 
Aurora.  He will also be an assistant for the 
Track & Field team.  The school will open 
this Fall with Freshmen and Sophomores.

2003
2LT Ted Lauzen 
(pictured right) 
recently gradu-
ated with Honors 
from the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Basic 
School (TBS) in 
Quantico VA.  The 
Basic School is 
an intensive six-
month training 
program required 
for all offi cers in 
the Marine Corps.  Through classroom in-
struction, individual examination, practical 
application exercises and extreme physical 
tests, The Basic School teaches offi cers the 
expectations and tactics of an infantry pla-
toon commander.  Ted graduated 10th in 
his class of 233 offi cers and was named to 
the Commanding General’s Honor Roll.  In 
March he began training as a Naval Avia-
tor in Pensacola FL.  Ted graduated magna 
cum laude from Duke University in 2007.

2004
Tyler Jost of London, England is working 
on his Masters in Chinese politics.  He has 
been deeply intersted in the topic ever since 
his freshman year at West Point and is hap-
py to fi nally have the chance to focus on it 
exclusively...Timothy  Loftus of St. Charles 
is currently attending Northwestern Un-
veristy Feinberg School of Medicine..John 
Milroy, Jr. of Des Moines IA recently joined 
the American Hockey League’s (AHL) 
Iowa Chops as a Corporate Sales Manag-
er.  The Chops are the Triple-A affi liate of 

Hammes Bookstore Item Spotlight
Jerusalem Stone
Framed Wall Plaque - $20

Good Morning Plaque 
w/ Stand - $19

Guardian Angel Prayer - $20

Scripture Stone - $15.50

Small Pedestal Crucifi x
$20.50

(plus tax & shipping)

Place Orders at:
Hammes Bookstore
1000 Butterfi eld Road
Aurora, IL 60502
(630)897-6936, Ext. 253
Order Online: 
www.marmion.org/bookstore
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Steak Fry/Lobster Boil
& Big Ticket Raffl e 

June 5
Enjoy an evening of great food and friendship at the Alumni As-
sociation’s Annual Steak Fry/Lobster Boil on Friday, June 5 in the 
Marmion gymnasium.  

The BIG TICKET RAFFLE, fea-
turing the $25,000 Grand Prize, 
are on sale now.  Raffl e tickets 
are $100 each and only 1,000 
will be sold.  Bob and Anne 
Weber ‘65 won the February 
Early Bird raffl e.  Three more 
Early Birds will be pulled in 
April, so purchase your ticket 
early for the additional chance 
to win! All proceeds from 
the raffl e benefi t the Alumni 
Endowment for Scholarships 
and Financial Aid.

Dinner  tickets for  either the 12 
oz. Ribeye steak or 1½ lb. Maine 
lobster dinner with all the trim-
mings (including beverages) 
are available from the Alumni 
Offi ce  for  $30 each.  Advance 
reservations are required for the event.   All attendees must be 21 
years of age or older.  The deadline for purchasing dinner tickets 
is May 25.  To purchase raffl e and dinner  tickets, call the Alumni 
Offi ce at 630-897-6936, Ext 228

26th Annual 
Cadet Classic  

Friday
July 24, 2009

Bliss Creek Golf Course
Sugar Grove

1:00pm Shot-Gun Start
Scramble format

Lunch, Dinner & Prizes

Contact Alumni Office
(630) 897-6936, Ext. 228

maalumni@marmion.org

Sponsored By Geneva Construction


