


Dear Friends,  

Blessings and Happy Easter!  During our recent 
celebration of the Easter Vigil, I was very much struck 
by the brief words of Jesus at the end of the Gospel 
reading, that he spoke to Mary Magdalene and to 
the “other Mary” at the tomb on the morning of the 
resurrection.  He said to them: “Do not be afraid. Go 
tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”  With these brief yet profound 
words, Jesus was telling these holy women to courageously and boldly share the good 
news of the resurrection of Jesus. They did just that.  They went to tell Peter and the other 
apostles and disciples, who in turn went out to the “whole world” to announce with joy the 
Good News.  Since that moment at the tomb, the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
has been boldly proclaimed by the Church and by believers throughout the centuries and 
throughout the world until our own day.  It is now our turn to proclaim the Risen Lord. 

I mention the first Easter morning and its incredible proclamation since it has had such a 
profound impact upon our world throughout the last twenty centuries.  The resurrection 
of Jesus remains the foundational truth of our faith as Catholics and the foundation of our 
Benedictine life of prayer and work at Marmion Abbey, Marmion Academy and at our 
Guatemala mission. St. Paul said:  “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is in vain.” 
(1 Cor. 15:17)

At Marmion Academy as well as at our Guatemala mission school, we stress the primacy of 
passing on our incredibly rich Catholic faith and spirituality in the formation and education 
of our students.  The education of our students for academic excellence, leadership, human 
development and service are all rooted in the solid foundation of our Catholic faith in Jesus 
Christ, raised from the dead.  This is why at Marmion Academy we talk about the three 
“pillars” of spirituality, academic excellence and leadership development.  Note however, 
that spirituality comes first and serves as the impetus so that our students not only become 
men of faith, but also excel in their studies, in leadership development and in their lives. We 
want each student to become all that God desires him to be in his life.  There is an old saying 
still around Marmion Academy that we accept boys and they graduate as men. We see this 
every year in our graduating senior class and how much they have grown in just four short 
years as Marmion students. 

In closing, I would like to take this opportunity to again thank you for your friendship, 
prayers and for your generous support for Marmion Abbey and for our students at the 
Academy.  

I pray that you had a most blessed Easter season and many blessings this summer.  

Sincerely, 

Rt. Rev. John Brahill, O.S.B.  ‘67
Abbot  
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Brother Armando Menchú Ordained Deacon
On March 20, the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, patron of Marmion Abbey’s Guatemala Mission, Br. Armando José Menchú 
was ordained to the Order of Deacons by Archbishop Mario Alberto Molina of the Quetzaltenango Archdiocese.  

Br. Armando is a 1997 graduate of Colegio Seminario San José, a native of the town of San Juan Argueta in the Diocese 
of Sololá. He entered the priory community in 2002 and professed his first vows in 2004. After completing studies of 
philosophy he professed his final Solemn Vows as a Benedictine monk of Marmion Abbey’s Guatemala Priory in 2008.  

After his final vows he worked as a teacher in the Colegio Seminario. He also 
earned a Master’s degree in secondary educational administration at a local 
university. In 2013 he returned to the Major Seminary of the Assumption in 
Guatemala City, where he successfully completed his theological studies for 
the priesthood in October of 2016. In December of 2016 Br. Armando was 
appointed as the Director of the Colegio Seminario.  

Abbot John and Prior Orlando had the privilege of vesting Br. Armando 
with the deacon’s stole and vestment during the ordination ceremony. The 
ordination of Br. Armando to the priesthood is planned for October of this 
year, after serving as a deacon for six months.  

Br. Armando receives his deacon’s stole and vestment from Abbot John during the ordination 
on March 20 at the San José Mission Church in Guatemala

Guatemala News Corner
by: Abbot John Brahill OSB ’67

+Fr. Philip Kramer, 
OSB died in his Abbey 
room of congestive 
heart failure on October 
28, 2016.  He was 86 
years old, a monk for 
64 years and a priest 
for 59 years.  He was 
the nephew of +Father 

Alcuin Deck OSB, a founding member of 
Marmion Abbey.

Fr. Philip was born and raised in St. Louis, 
MO.  He attended St. Louis University and 
received a B.A. from St. Procopius College 
(Benedictine University).  He earned a M.A. 
in botany from Catholic University and a 
Ph.D. in secondary education-biology from 
Northern Illinois University.

For over 40 years Fr. Philip taught biology, 
physics, life science, computer science 
and other science courses at Marmion 
Academy.  He wrote his own text and work 
books for his courses, and served as science 
department chairman for most of those 
years.  He was a visiting scientist at the 
Argonne National Labs and studied under 
National Science Foundation grants at a 
variety of universities.

After his retirement from teaching, Fr. 
Philip maintained an active schedule of 
parish assistance ministry, helped with the 

Abbey Christmas Tree Farm, and cared for 
the Abbey garden.  His Funeral Mass was 
celebrated on November 2, 2016, All Souls 
Day, with burial in the Abbey Cemetery.

+Br. Peter Spence 
OSB died at Presence 
McAuley Manor, 
Aurora of stomach 
cancer on December 5, 
2016.  He was 69 years 
old and a professed 
monk for ten years.

Br. Peter was born in New Rochelle NY and 
raised in Algonquin, IL.  He earned a B.A. 
from Judson College, Elgin, IL, and studied 
theology for two years at Sacred Heart 
School of Theology, Hales Corner, WI.  He 
held a variety of jobs, including maintenance 
work in several Catholic parishes in the 
Rockford Diocese.

During his ten years as a Benedictine monk, 
Br. Peter was faithful to the Divine Office 
and Conventual Mass, as well as private 
prayer.  He had a strong work ethic, and 
helped maintain the Abbey building and 
grounds.  He was known for his recycling 
efforts, collecting cans and metal from the 
campus and surrounding neighborhood.  
His Funeral Mass was celebrated on 
December 10, 2016, with burial in the Abbey 
Cemetery.

+Br. Jude Such OSB 
died at Edwards 
Hospital in Naperville, 
following a heart attack 
on January 11, 2017 
while a resident at St. 
Patrick Residence in 
Naperville. He was 
77 years old and a 

professed monk for 37 years.

Br. Jude was born and raised on the south 
side of Chicago. He attended Loyola 
University and taught in Catholic grade 
schools in the Archdiocese of Chicago. He 
worked in administrative capacities for 
Illinois Governor Richard Ogilvie and U.S. 
Senator Charles Percy.

Br. Jude earned his B.A. from Benedictine 
University and a M.A. from St. Meinrad 
School of Theology.  He taught theology 
and social studies at Marmion Academy, 
and served in a variety of positions at the 
Academy, most notable being prefect for the 
resident students.

His diabetic condition and a number of 
other health issues led to restrictions on Br. 
Jude’s  activities.  He attended daily prayer 
and community exercises the best he could.  
His Funeral Mass was celebrated on January 
16, 2017, with burial in the Abbey Cemetery.
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Promoting religious vocations to the monastery is one of 
the top priorities for the monks of Marmion.  Increasing the 
awareness of the great things we have going on here means 
getting our name out into the public.  For us at Marmion, 
that especially means Marmion Academy, Abbey Farms, 
and Dioceses of Rockford and Joliet.

Over 80,000 people visited Abbey Farms this past Fall for 
Pumpkin Daze and the Christmas season.  With such a 
large audience coming to our campus, Adam Voirin (Farms’ 
manager) and I coordinated monk volunteers for weekends 
during the Fall and Christmas season. Monks volunteered 
as greeters, kitchen helpers, apple cider donut servers, and 
to be “the men in black on the Farm”.  This allowed people 
who were unaware of the connection between Abbey Farms 
and Marmion Abbey to see that we are a fully functioning 
monastery, complete with monks!  

Assisting in the sacramental ministry in the Rockford and 
Joliet Dioceses also gives us the opportunity to plant the 
seeds of monastic life at Marmion to a wider audience.  The 
monks are present in parishes and schools by celebrating 
Sunday and weekday Masses, hearing confessions, giving 
talks at youth groups and young adult retreats, as well 
as officiating at funerals for Marmion alumni and family 
members.  

Promoting religious vocations also means building 
relationships with those who believe God may be calling 
them to a religious vocation.  Working in the area of 
vocations is ministry and ministry is highly relational.  
Jesus got to know His disciples and they got to know 
Him. He called some of them to a more intensive form of 
relationship with Him;  the apostles had three years with 
Jesus to develop their calling before they set out to spread 
the Gospel to the whole world. 

So it goes with vocations.  Men who express interest in a 
religious vocation need mentoring, advice, and guidance 
along the way, especially with someone who has experience 
in discerning God’s will – someone who has gone down the 

path they are thinking about going down themselves.  The 
vocation director builds a relationship with these men that 
fosters trust and deepens faith so that these men can make 
an educated decision on God’s will in their life.

Since we have a great group of young men at Marmion 
Academy, I have focused a majority of my time in vocations 
with the students at our Academy, building the vocational 
pipeline for the future of Marmion Abbey.  This school year, 
I restarted the vocation discernment group in the Academy, 
which meets twice a month: once during lunch and once 
on Sunday at the monastery.  I have an average of 20 to 30 
young men attending these meetings.  I also assist in campus 
ministry by celebrating Mass in the Academy chapel, 
helping with student retreats, and by going on the March 
for Life pilgrimage to Washington D.C. last January.  I’m 
also an assistant coach on the Cross Country Team.  These 
venues allow me and the students to develop a relationship 
so that they can see on a human level what being a monk 
looks like.

If you are interested in learning more about becoming a 
monk of Marmion, please contact vocations@marmion.org 
or visit the Marmion Abbey website and Facebook page.

Promoting Vocations at Marmion Abbey
by: Fr. Paul Weberg OSB, Prior, Vocation Director

Fr. Paul hosts a vocation discernment group for students at the 
Academy to pray and talk about various topics concerning religious
life and priesthood. The group meets monthly during lunch at the 

Academy as well as on Sundays at the monastery.

Marmion’s Two Newest Monks
Brother Francis Knott, OSB (right) (age 27) of Indianapolis, IN, son of David 
and Lisa Knott, made his final oblation as a claustral oblate of Marmion Abbey 
on the Feast of Blessed Columba Marmion, October 3, 2016.  Formerly named 
Eric, he took the new name of Francis to signify his new life as a Benedictine 
oblate of Marmion Abbey.  He attended Roncalli High School in Indianapolis 
and was a member of St. Roch Parish.  He was appointed by Abbot John to be 
the sacristan of the Abbey Church of St. Augustine of Canterbury.   

Novice Francisco Medrano (left) (age 20) of Aurora, son of Francisco and Sora-
ya Medrano, began his novitiate year on October 2, 2016, being invested in the 
Benedictine habit.   He attended East Aurora High School and was a member 
of St. Nicholas Parish, Aurora.4 - Abbey



The Abbot Marmion Society (AMS) was established in 1973 to 
recognize the generosity of people, companies and foundations 
who support the Abbey, Academy, Abbey Farms and the 
Guatemala Mission.  The Society recognizes its members’ 
support, provides a vehicle for inspiration and leadership for 
the advancement of Marmion and ensures continuing financial 
support for the ministries of the monks of Marmion.  There are 
currently 963 Life Members (living and deceased with couples 
counting as one) who have each given over $10,000 cumulatively.  
There are 142 Sustaining Members who have given a total of 
$1,500 in a fiscal year, but do not yet qualify for Life Membership.
 
On October 21, 2016, Abbot John Brahill OSB ’67 welcomed 
donors to the annual AMS Mass and Dinner.  He welcomed 19 
new Life Members, 27 new Sustaining Members, as well as 32 
current members who through their continued generosity had 
moved to a new gift level.
 
Abbot John also announced the establishment of three new 
investment funds: The Michael J. Jackson ’57 and Sylvia J. 
Boecker Academic Scholarship Fund; The William and Mary 
Jo MacDonald ’43 Campus Maintenance Fund; and The Rev. 
Charles Reichenbacher OSB ’59 Financial Aid Fund.
 
For more information on the Abbot Marmion Society or 
establishment of a named investment fund, visit Marmion.org 
or contact Madelyn Weed, Director of Advancement, at mweed@
marmion.org or at (630) 966-7642.

Recognizing Generosity
by: Madelyn Weed, Director of Advancement
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Michael L. and Jennifer Childress ‘73

James G. and Joann Jacovides

Scott and Francesca Jaffe

David J. and Denise Kallas

Brian and Elizabeth Lawinger

Dr. Daniel P. Mack ‘61

Patrick and Mary Ellen Murnane ‘74

+Timothy H. and +Virginia Norman ’49

Michael S. O’Leary ‘83 and Dr. Karen M. Ridge

Joseph D. Olsen ‘73

Robert F. Pasin ’87 and Muriel Quinn

PowerSeal Corporation

Drs. Eric and Maria Nini Quartetti

James E. and Patricia Reiland ‘57

Dr. Bernard A. Sakowicz ‘68

Stumm Insurance, LLC

Dr. Terry G. and Catherine Voirin

Scott A. and Lynda Wehrli

+Stephen J. Woodcock ’16

New         Life Members

Photos: A) New gift level: Abbot Vincent Bataille OSB, Drs. Robert and Sophia Sarkos Barnes ‘75, Ann Barnes, Dr. Richard Bodie and Mrs. 
Joan Etheridge. B) The Stumm Family (l-r: Dave and Cindy ‘91, Brian and Kristin ‘93, Jack Griffin, Bonnie Stumm, Jim and Shannon ‘95, 
Jack and Julie ’99 are building a Family Financial Aid Fund. Once established, the fund will provide annual grants for students in need of 
tuition assistance. C) Dr. Terry and Catherine Voirin were honored as new Life Members for their donation of the commissioned Our Lady of 
Guadeloupe statue that adorns the Dorothy Voirin Rosary Garden at Abbey Farms. D) New Sustaining Members: Jeff and Stephanie Kastelic, 
John and Theresa Bowen ‘71, Jeff and Ellen Ball with Fr. Paul Weberg OSB. E) James and Joann Jacovides, parents of George ’16, receive their 
AMS Life Member certificate. Advancement - 5



by: Madelyn Weed, Director of Advancement 

The 55th Annual Salute to Youth Dinner Dance, Marmion’s 
major fundraising benefit, was chaired by Tim and Jeanne 
McLean ’79, parents of three Marmion graduates (Joseph 
’06, Jeffrey ’10 and Daniel ’12). They welcomed more 
than 800 guests to the event on April 8th at Drury Lane. 
Tim, a Marmion Trustee, and Jeanne, a Marmion Art and 
Engineering teacher, expressed their sincere gratitude to 
those in attendance and those who generously sponsored 
the event helping to achieve a net profit of over $220,000 
for the Academy.
 
Abbot John Brahill OSB ’67 honored three women who 
exemplified the evening’s theme of Formation through 
Prayer and Service.  Judy Kosky, Irene Napier and Joan 

Schwartz were the recipients of the St. Scholastica Award. St. Scholastica was the sister of St. Benedict and was a woman of 
prayer and service. She is considered the founder of the Benedictine Sisters.  The St. Scholastica Award honors adult women 
who have led exemplary Catholic lives in service to God and humanity, and have had a long association with the monks of 
Marmion Abbey and their apostolates.
 
Kyle McCullough ’17, Salute Student Speaker, addressed the evening’s theme, 
“One thing that ties both prayer and service together is community service. 
Putting our faith into action by good works is something in which every student 
at Marmion takes part. Becoming a Christian leader is all about answering that 
call to serve, and there is no better example of answering the call to ‘Prayer 
and Service’ than our monks at the Abbey. These men have sacrificed so much 
to give their life to the Lord and to mold incoming freshmen into honorable 
men.”
 
The program concluded with the time-honored presentation of the Guard and 
Court of Honor. David Farrell ’17 introduced the 94 senior couples.
 
Additional photos from this year’s event can be viewed on Marmion’s online photo 
gallery: marmionacademy.smugmug.com. Above: Senior Kyle McCullough spoke to 

the evening’s guests about this year’s theme 
“Formation through Prayer and Service.”

Left: (seated, l-r) Patti and Dr. James Napier, 
Jr. ’70, Irene Napier, Catherine Napier; 
(standing, l-r) Shanna Tobin, James Napier, 
Robert Napier, Robert Napier ’80, Olivia 
Napier, Catherine Napier, Charles Fisher and 
James Napier III.

Salute Chaircouple Tim and Jeanne McLean ’79
with their sons (l-r) Jeffrey ’10, Joseph ’06 and Daniel ’12.

6 - Advancement



Student Master of Ceremonies, David Farrell ’17, 
and his date Gabrielle Ghaderi are presented

to the 818 guests as members of the
Guard and Court of Honor.

Mary Beth Friel dances with her son,
Riley ’17, after the presentation of the

Guard and Court of Honor.

Dr. Dan McGehee ’80 (center) traveled from 
Mesa, AZ to attend Salute and received a warm 

welcome from old friends Brian Cole ’81 and 
Bill Novack ’81.  

Seated (l-r): Allison Davis, Graham Glasgow ’11,
Drs. Steve and Michele Glasgow, Kathy Eberth;

Standing (l-r): TJ Lally ’11, Tommy Rogers ’11, Mike Eberth

Br. André Charron OSB welcomed some younger alumni back to Salute: 
(l-r) Colin King ’09, Jeff McLean ’10, Juan Carlos Avila ’09,

Jimmy Derrico ’09 and Nick Scanlan ’09.

St. Scholastica Award Recipient, Judy Kosky,
with Abbot John Brahill OSB ’67.

Left to right: Dan and Maureen Bergan, Michael and Annie Guillano, 
Fr. Michael Burrows OSB ’70, Joan Schwartz, Kathleen Cooke and 

Lucas Mason, and Chris and Jennifer Larrabee

Advancement - 7



Parker Hannifin Partners with CPARC
by: Madelyn Weed, Director of Advancement

Marmion is making a big name for itself in the world of 
engineering. The school was visited by a representative 
from engineering powerhouse, Parker Hannifin of 
Cleveland, OH, a Fortune 500 company. Steve Powell, 
Business Development Manager (Fluid Connectors Group), 
flew in from Ohio to meet with Marmion students who are 
testing the durability of a product that will be used by their 
customers who wish to safely explore for and produce oil in 
deep water basins around the globe.
 
Students assigned to the Parker Hannifin project presented 
their initial work to Powell. “The tools Marmion students 
are learning are truly state of the art and cutting edge,” 
stated Powell. “They should have a significant advantage, 
if they continue to hone and develop these skills, when they 
enter the engineering job market and in their collegiate 
studies.”
 
Impressed by the quality of work done by of these high 
school students, Powell remarked that they are not doing 
research at a college level, they are working at a graduate 
level.
 
Marmion seniors Zach Fincher and Charlie Zimmer 
(pictured right) are the students assigned to the Parker 
Hannifin project. 
 
“I have had a tremendous experience collaborating with the 
engineers at Parker Hannifin, not as a high school student, 
but a colleague,” remarked Fincher. “Over the last few 
months I have been given invaluable real world experience 
through teleconferences and meetings. Not once have they 
questioned my ability to perform the work needed and they 
are impressed with all that I have done so far.”
 
Students in Marmion’s Engineering Center are Certified 
SolidWorks Associates (CSWA), completing the first level of 
the SolidWorks program, which gives them the ability to do 
3D modeling in a variety of engineering and design careers.  
Since the first round of certifications in 2015, teachers Jeanne 
McLean and Eric Peterson have had more than 80 students 
complete this vigorous testing. This February two of those 
students, seniors Adam Danklefsen and Jonathan Powers, 

(pictured below) went on to complete the Professional 
certification (CSWP). 

These students are then given the opportunity to work on 
real world projects in partnership with Marmion’s CPARC 
(Computational Prototyping and Research Center). CPARC, 
developed by Vic Pinks II, Ph.D., Marmion science chair 
and graduate of the class of 1972, was formally sanctioned 
in April 2013 by Head of School, Anthony Tinerella ’84.  
CPARC is comprised of vetted business partners, education 
partners and engineering students at Marmion.
 
What began with a group of local businesses has grown to 
a consortium of close to thirty national and international 
partners. CPARC offers students, outside businesses and 
educational partners a collaborative learning atmosphere to 
tackle real world problems.  Solving these problems affords 
Marmion students an opportunity to see how their hard 
work and dedication in the STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) fields will translate into career 
success. The students focus on computational STEM 
learning, an area of engineering where qualified employees 
are in high demand.
 
Twenty-eight Marmion students are currently working 
on fifteen group projects for companies including Parker 
Hannifin, Rok Werk Systems, Inc. and the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 
 
“Businesses are serious about Marmion’s CPARC 
and Engineering Center because they find a low-risk 
environment to revive their innovations with cutting 
edge CAE (Computer Assisted Engineering) technology,” 
remarked Dr. Pinks. “In exchange for the work, the students 
receive a formal letter from these companies detailing the 
work they have completed. This is an invaluable tool for 
our students as they apply to colleges and internships.”

Seniors Charlie Zimmer (left) and Zach Fincher (right) present the 
preliminary work they have completed to Parker Hannifin’s Business 
Development Manager, Steve Powell and Marmion science chair, Dr. 
Vic Pinks II ’72. 

Seniors Adam Danklefsen and Jonathan Powers are the first two 
Marmion students to be Certified SolidWorks Professionals. Achieving 
CSWP certification establishes them as highly competent professionals in 
SolidWorks and gives them a competitive edge in the engineering career 
marketplace.
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The Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) has 
named 24 Marmion seniors (22% of the class) 2017-2018 
Illinois State Scholars for their outstanding academic 
achievement:

Rankings are based on a combination of ACT and/or 
SAT test score results and class rank, unless the students 
achieved a score at or above the 95th percentile for Illinois 
students on one of the standardized tests.

IL State Scholars NamedMath Team 11th Consecutive State Qualifiers
The Math Team competed in the 2017 ICTM Regional 
Competition on Saturday, February 26 against Montini, 
St. Francis, Nazareth, Lisle, and St. Joseph. Marmion won 
their Regional beating 2nd place Montini and 3rd place St. 
Francis. Marmion won 5 of the 10 events.

The 2017 Regional winning teams are:
•   Algebra 1 Team: Patrick Donahoe ’20, Garrett Durian ’20, 
 Max Gorlich ’20, Armande Naseem ’20, Ben Riner ’20,  
 Alexander Yakisan ’20
• Algebra  2 Team: Matt Lagman ’18, Keith Mokry ’18,  
 Sanjay Morton ’18, Eric O’Brien ’18, Nick Ward ’18,  
 Abraham Yakisan ’20 
• Calculator Team: Ryan Thornton ’17, Adam Danklefsen  
 ’17, Keith Mokry ’18, Mike Neff ’19, Max Gorlich ’20
• Frosh/Soph 2 Person Team: Mike Neff ’19, Ben Riner ’20
• Jr./Sr. 2 Person Team: Eric O’Brien ’18, Nick Ward ’18

Based on their Regional results, Marmion is currently ranked 
#2 in the State going into the Division 2A State Competition 
on May 6 at the University of Illinois. This gives the Cadets 
their 11th consecutive berth as a whole-team qualifier. 
The 2016-2017 Team Captains are Quinn Gratz ’17, David 
Tennant ’17 and Ryan Thornton ’17. They are coached 
by Marmion mathematics teachers John Salomone (team 
moderator), Debbie Wilkinson, Carol Kinzer, Mike Meaden 
and Joe Large ’97.

WYSE Team
The WYSE Team placed second in the 2017 World Youth  
in Science and Engineering (WYSE) Sectional Competition, 
Division 700 on March 2  at Northern Illinois University. This 
advanced them to the State Competition at the University of 
Illinois Conference Center in Chapaign where they placed 
fifth in the state! Individual State medals were won by 
Keith Mokry ’18 (1st in Physics, 3rd in Chemistry), Ryan 
Thornton ’17 (2nd in Mathematics) and Adam Dankelfsen 
’17 (4th in Engineering Graphics).

The other WYSE Team members at State (pictured below)
included Patrick Donahoe ’20, Miguel Galarza ’17, Quinn 
Gratz ’17, Jacob Heineman ’17, Edison Hurh ’17, Matt 
Lagman ’18, Brian Schatteman ’20, David Tennant ’17, 
Matt Williams ’18, Riley Wise ’17 and Tim Wisdom ’17. 

Ryan Callahan
David Chiesa
David Farrell

Zachary Fincher
Collin Gibson

Thomas Glemkowski
Nicholas Grant

Quinn Gratz
Jonathon Groom
Tyler Hudmon
Edison Hurh

Zachary Lentz

Andrew Lifka
Steven Malatt
Michael Mehr

Sean Miller
Sean Regan

Chase Schaben
Nicholas Sevenich

Adam Streich
Ryan Thornton

Timothy Wisdom
Riley Wise

Charlie Zimmer

Academic Teams Excel
in Competition

A FREE
Science Camp

for 6th-8th grade students

June 12, 13 & 14, 2017
8:30 AM - 2:30 PM

Box lunch included daily.

Students will have the opportunity to explore the 
principles of  STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Mathematics) through practical methods and 
interactive experiments at the Y.E.S. Camp.

This exciting camp, held on Marmion’s campus,
is open to 6th-8th grade students and is FREE

through the generous partnership of

REGISTER TODAY! www.marmion.org/yes

ACADEMY
&
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Class of 2021 Scholarship Recipients

Ethan Bello, son of Nolan & Rebecca Bello 
of North Aurora, received the Michael 
Fitz-enz and Mary Yender Memorial 
Scholarship. Ethan attends Immanuel 
Lutheran School in Batavia. 

Ryan Bennett, son of Kelly & Megan 
Bennett of Sugar Grove, received the Rev. 
Peter Enderlin OSB Memorial Alumni 
Association Scholarship. Ryan attends St. 
Rita of Cascia School in Aurora. He is the 
grandson of Florian Walter ’57 and brother 
of Keegan ’19. 

Nicholas Coffman, son of Terry & Nicole 
Coffman ’89 of Aurora, received the Rev. 
Alcuin Deck OSB Memorial Alumni 
Association Scholarship. Nicholas attends 
Holy Angels School in Aurora. He is the
son of Terry ’89; nephew of Donald Plante 
’50, Robert Plante ’52 and Willam Hollis 
’78; and brother of Jacob ’19.

Michael Glavin, son of Michael & Meghan 
Glavin of Batavia, received the Edwin and 
Laurina Witting Memorial Scholarship. 
Michael attends Holy Cross School in 
Batavia.

Zachary Hoschouer, son of William 
Hoschouer and Carrie Barriga, received 
the Rev. Barnabas Lundergan OSB 
Memorial Scholarship. Zachary attends 
Annunciation BVM School in Aurora. He is 
the brother of Thomas Grayczyk ’18. 

Jack Melcher, son of Eric & Jennifer 
Melcher of Batavia, received the 
Rev. Charles Reichenbacher OSB ’59 
Scholarship. Jack attends Holy Cross 
School in Batavia.

Michael Rauch, son of Samuel & Kathleen 
Rauch of Downers Grove, received 
the John J. Mulvihill, Jr. ’39 Memorial 
Scholarship. Michael attends St. Joseph 
School in Downers Grove.

Bryce Riner, son of Daniel & Teresa Riner 
of Geneva, received the Maurice L. Regole, 
Jr. ’52 Memorial Scholarship. Benjamin 
attends Immanuel Lutheran School in 
Batavia. He is the brother of Benjamin ’20.

Charles Schultz, son of William & 
Francesca Schultz of St. Charles, received 
the Dan ’49 and Peg Guddendorf 
Memorial Alumni Association Scholarship. 
Charles attends St. Patrick School in St. 
Charles. He is the brother of Christian ’19.

Diego Sotelo, son of Rafael & Monica 
Sotelo of Plainfield, received the Dr. Casey 
B. ’87 and Julia Mulligan Scholarship. 
Diego attends Heritage Grove Middle 
School in Plainfield.

Anthony Standish, son of Anthony & 
Kristin Standish of Aurora, received 
the Philip and Marilyn Schnell Family  
Scholarship. Anthony is home schooled.

Jack Wardynski, son of Joe & Jennifer 
Wardynski of Batavia, received the 
Dr. Alfred G. ’32 and Mary A. Chione 
Memorial Scholarship. Jack attends 
Annunciation BVM School in Aurora.

Nicholas Wilson, son of Thomas & Marisel 
Wilson of North Aurora, received the Rev. 
Sebastian Crow OSB Memorial Alumni 
Association Scholarship. Nicholas attends  
St. Patrick School in St. Charles. He is the 
brother of Alexander ’19. 

Thirteen eighth-graders have been awarded academic scholarships to attend Marmion 
Academy this Fall. Scholarships were awarded based on academic merit of the entrance exam 
held in December 2016, in which 182 eighth grade boys participated. These scholarships have 
a value of $212,000 over four years. The four Alumni Association Scholarships awarded are 
restricted to sons, grandsons, nephews or brothers of Marmion alumni. The following have 
received academic scholarships as members of Marmion’s class of 2021:

Bello

Coffman

Hoschouer

Rauch

Standish

Schultz

Wilson

Bennett

Glavin

Melcher

Riner

Wardynski

Sotelo
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Great Show, Great Cast, Great Production! 
by: Maria Thornton, Advancement Coordinator
This year’s production of The Addams Family (March 30-31, 
April 1) was a surprise selection for all, but one that was 
dark, heartwarming, hilarious and absolutely perfect.

The musical follows the mysterious and spooky Addams 
Family as they are introduced to their future in-laws, the 
Beinekes. Wednesday Addams (Carrie Loria) begs her 
family to act “normal” as they prepare to host a dinner for 
her fiancé Lucas (Cameron Merker ’19) and his parents 
Mal (Tom Glemkowski ’17) and Alice (Rachel Groth). 
Her parents Gomez (Fredy Quevedo ’17) and Morticia 
(Abbey Loria) and brother Pugsley (Abbie Friedenberg) see 
no reason to change, while Uncle Fester (Ryan Thornton 
’17), Grandma Addams (Aurora Weed) and Lurch (Greg 
Hoover ’19) make it obvious that they have no idea what 
being “normal” means! This presents a real problem when 
a massive storm forces the upstanding Beineke family to 
stay overnight at the Addams mansion. 

The 50-member cast and crew, under the artistic direction 
of Kristin Voris and vocal direction of Julianne Vickers, 
consisted of students from Marmion Academy and Rosary 
High School.

March for Life 2017 by Maria Thornton, Advancement Coordinator

This year 40 Marmion Academy and Rosary High School students and 
chaperones attended the annual March for Life in Washington DC. As part of 
the experience in Washington DC, four Marmion seniors (pictured right, l-r: 
Charlie Zimmer, Nicholas Brennan, Andrew Lifka and Adam Streich) had the 
honor of laying the wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington 
Cemetery. Additionally the students attended the Mass for Life at the Basilica of 
the National Shrine in Washington DC. 

The trip culminated with the attendance at the Rally for Life on the National 
Mall with many powerful speakers including the newly elected Vice President 
Pence and his wife and daughter. Each student and chaperone was honored to 
represent their school and community on this very important issue.
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Swim
The Cadets finished strong with a second place showing in 
the Metro Catholic Conference meet behind rival Loyola 
Academy 330-317. Two weeks later, the Cadets qualified 
six swimmers (Henry Bliss ’19, Nolan Fergus ’19, William 
Kamps ’18, Nathan Kuszynski ’17, Gary Rockwood ’18 
and Sam Wehrli ’18) and two relays to the IHSA State Meet. 
At the State Meet, Fergus broke a 17 year-old school record 
in the 100 butterfly earning All-State Honors with a ninth 
place finish. Kamps (pictured above) broke a school record 
in the 500 freestyle and also earned All State Honors with a 
6th place finish. Also scoring at the State Meet was the 200 
Freestyle Relay Team (Wehrli, Fergus, Kamps, Rockwood) 
who qualified for finals in thrilling fashion by forcing a 
“swim-off” for the last spot in the finals. The Cadets won 
the “swim-off” by .05 of a second.

Head Coach Bill Schalz ’79 commented on the team’s 
performance, “I was very impressed with the way our team 
performed in the final weeks of the season. We were severely 
hampered by illness. In fact, we had at least one swimmer 
sick from school every day for the last three weeks of the 
season. The flu bug hit us hard and yet we were still able to 
qualify more swims to the State Meet than we anticipated 
and still finish with two school records. We only have one 
senior (Nathan Kusczyinski) so we will have a very strong 
team again next year.”

Wrestling
After graduating several seniors last May to some of the 
top colleges around the country, the Cadet Wrestling Team 
was poised for a rebuilding year with half of the Varsity 
lineup being freshmen or sophomores. The team opened 
their season with a victory at the 32-team Tournament at 
Barrington High School. Anthony Cheloni ’17 and Jake 
Polka ’17 placed 5th and 8th respectively at the prestigious, 
nationally recognized Walsh Jesuit Ironman competition in 
Akron, OH. Cheloni also won the Cheesehead Tournament 
at Kaukana High School in Wisconsin.  In the final 
tournament of the regular season, the Cadets won the 
Chicago Catholic League Conference Championship for 
the first time in school and conference history. The Cadets 
also beat four of the teams ranked in the Top 10 in the state 

and fell narrowly to defending champion Oak Park – River 
Forest by only 4 points.  

For the fifth consecutive year, Marmion won both its 
Regional Title and Sectional Title sending the team to 
the 2017 Team State Championships in Bloomington.  
Individual State Qualifiers were Anthony Cheloni ’17, 
Trevor Chumbley ’19, Peter Ferraro ’19, Brad Gross ’19, 
Michael Jaffe ’19, Nate Jimenez ’18, Jake Polka ’17 and 
Tyler Surges ’18.

All-State wrestlers were: Cheloni (3rd place, pictured below), 
Chumbley (4th place),  Ferraro (5th place), Gross (3rd 
place) and Jimenez (2nd place).

Basketball
The Cadets second year in the Chicago Catholic League 
(CCL) North Division proved to be a challenging and tough 
campaign. The Cadets opened their season playing against 
top ranked Illinois and Tennessee teams in a nationally 
sponsored Thanksgiving Tournament in Peoria. They faced 
several ranked teams throughout the season. The Cadets 

fought hard and enjoyed 
wins over West Chicago 
(75-70), DeKalb (57-50) 
and Glenbard South (67-
63) while suffering three 
close losses against De 
LaSalle (57-58), Joliet 
Catholic (62-65) and 
Mount Carmel (62-63) in 
the final seconds.  

Marmion hosted their 
first IHSA Regional 
Tournament in the 
school’s history. The 
Cadets lost to Montini  
in the first tournament 
game 87-83. Glenbard 
South cut down the 

Cadets Winter Season Wrap-Up
by: Bill Fox ’74, Director of Alumni and Constituent Relations
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nets at the conclusion of the tournament. The Cadets were 
recognized by the CCL with the Team Sportsmanship 
Award. Several Cadets also received recognition for 
individual accomplishments during the season. Jett Hass 
’17 drained seven (7) three point FG’s in the DeKalb Holiday 
Tourney win over West Chicago and was selected to the All-
Tournament Team. Mick Sullivan ’18 received Honorable 
Mention as an All-Area Player by both the Daily Herald and 
Beacon News. Sam Doroff ’17 (pictured pg. 12, bottom) was 
the Cadet MVP as well as being named to the CCL-North 
Division All-Conference Team. Doroff played in the CCL 
vs. East Suburban Catholic Conference (ESCC) All-Star 
Game. Riley Friel ’17 was recognized by his teammates as 
the Most Dedicated Player.

Hockey
The Marmion Hockey program celebrated its first official 
year as a sanctioned team in the Chicago Catholic Hockey 
League ending the regular season in 3rd place behind long 
time power houses Fenwick and Providence Catholic.  
Their season ended in a tournament semi-final loss to 
Providence Catholic, who then went on to win the Kennedy 
Cup for the 3rd year in a row. Jacob Carlson ’19 was the 
top scorer and point leader for the CCHL this year. Goalies 
Brett Hengesbaugh ’17 (pictured above) with 2 shut outs and 
Nick Greco ’19 with 4 shut outs ranked in the top 10 goalies 
in the league. The Cadets had the second longest winning 
streak in the league this year with 5 straight wins and a final 
record of 12-5-1.

Rifle
Marmion opened its shooting season with the addition of 
eight new shooters added to the team.  During the Army 
Nationals qualification matches in November, the Sporter 
Team of Jeff Jungknecht ‘18, Eric O’Brien ‘18, Cole Abbott  
‘20 and Charles Rogers ‘20 took 9th place in the 3rd Brigade 
and 31st place in the Region. Individually, Jungknecht 
was our top shooter taking 21st in the Brigade. Marmion’s 
Precision team (pictured above) of Miles Kowalkowski ‘18, 
Ryan Wiacek ‘17, Sean Walz ‘19,  Phillip Swanson ‘18 (not 
pictured) and Ryan Thornton ‘17 (not pictured) dominated 
the 3rd Brigade competition easily taking the team 1st place 
and individually Swanson finishing 1st, Wiacek taking 2nd 
and Kowalkowski 5th.  In the Region Marmion took 3rd 
place with Swanson taking 6th place individual.  Marmion’s 
precision team again qualified for the Army National 
Championships which were conducted at Camp Perry, OH 
on February 16-18. Marmion’s team took 2nd place with 
Swanson and Wiacek placing 7th and 8th individually.  
The Illinois High School Rifle League will conclude in May 
with the State Championship match in Bloomington.

Keep up-to-date with the 
Marmion Cadets by visiting

marmion.org/athletics

Hammes Campus Store

Hours:
Mon., Wed., Thu., Fri.:
    7:30 am - 3:30 pm
Tues.: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm

    
Shop online at marmion.org/hammes or call 630-897-6936 ext. 253

Located in the southwest corner
of the Alumni Hall (gym) foyer
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Service Above Self Awards 

Zachary Lentz ’17 (left) and Josue Magana ’17 (right) were 
presented with The Thomas J. Weisner Service Above Self 
Award on Monday, January 16, 2017 during the annual 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Celebration sponsored by the 
City of Aurora. Former Mayor Thomas J. Weisner is a 1967 
Marmion graduate.
 
Each year the Service Above Self Awards are presented to 
area students who have been nominated by their school 
and community leaders for carrying on King’s tradition 
of service to the community. These honorees are amazing 
young leaders who have dedicated countless hours to 
making our world a better place. 
 
Mark Malkowski ’08, Director of Campus Ministry, 
nominated both students for this award, “Zachary exhibits 
true character and authenticity in all he does and is an 
incredible example of leading by example so that others 
may grow. Josue has had a truly positive influence on the 
lives of others and is an incredible model of selfless service.”

Cadets Honored at Military Night
Marmion’s JROTC program held its annual Military Night 
on February 12. The evening included an awards ceremony, 
performances by the Flannigan Rifles Drill Team and remarks 
by CAPT Bennett Long, USA ’07.
 

Captain Bennett Long, USA (left) 
graduated from Marmion in 
2007 and was commissioned an 
Infantry Officer from the United 
States Military Academy at West 
Point in 2011. He was a platoon 
leader for Crazyhorse Company, 
2-23 Infantry Battalion while 
deployed to Afghanistan from 
2012-2013. Following his return 
he was appointed the Company’s 
executive officer and selected as 

an assistant operations officer for the 14th Brigade Engineer 
Battalion. In May 2016 he became one of the youngest 
Company Commander’s in the 2nd Brigade, 2nd Infantry 

Division. He is currently commanding Headquarters 
Company in the 2nd Brigade Support Battalion at Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord, WA.
   
The following Marmion Academy JROTC cadets were 
recognized with individual awards during the ceremony: 
Chase Schaben ’17 - DAR ROTC Medal; Zachary Fincher ’17 
- DAC ROTC Medal; Andrew Lifka ’17 - SAR ROTC Medal; 
Adam Streich ’17 - SAR Citizenship Medal; Riley Wise ’17 
- Military Officers Association of America ROTC Medal; 
Stephen (Charlie) Zimmer ’17, Nicholas Sevenich ’17 and 
Brendan Scanlan ’17 - COL Joe Day Memorial Award; 
Benjamin Garcia ’17, Daniel O’Brien ’17 and Jacob Lee ’18 
- COL Joe Day Remembrance Award; Ryan Thornton ’17 - 
Bugles Across America Hall of Fame Medal; Isaac Schieble 
’18 and John Dzierzanowski ’19 - Bugles Across America 
Award; Luke Nesterowicz ’17 - Best Squad (Company C, 
2nd Platoon, 2nd Squad); Dominic Diederich ’20, Michael 
Fazio ’20, Benjamin Hansen ’20 and Christopher Sowers 
’20 - Best Plebe; Daniel Lin ’17 - Senior Rev. Martin Witting 
Award; Matthew Koebel ’18 - Junior Rev. Martin Witting 
Award; and Nathan Konen ’19 - Sophomore Rev. Martin 
Witting Award; and Benjamin Riner ’20 - Freshman Rev. 
Martin Witting Award.

Mr. Marmion Raises over $6,000 for Charity

On February 24 Marmion’s Student Council and LEAD 
program held Mr. Marmion, an annual event that features 
three student contestants from each class who compete in 
four rounds of entertaining competition in an attempt to earn 
the coveted Mr. Marmion title and raise money for charity.  
Thanks to the generosity of all those who attended, the Mr. 
Marmion event was able to raise $6,300 for Ava’s Warriors, a 
foundation that supports local nine year-old Ava Olson who 
is courageously fighting a DIPG brain tumor. (pictured above, 
l-r: Scanlan, Ruiz, Quevedo, Ava Olson, McCullough and Pierce)

Following the competition rounds, a panel of faculty judges 
awarded the Mr. Marmion 2017 crown to senior Kyle 
McCullough ’17! Runners-up were Ricky Ruiz ’17 and 
sophomore Elias Flower ’19. The show was hosted by Henry 
Pierce ’17 and Brendan Scanlan ’17. The other contestants 
included senior Fredy Quevedo ’17; juniors Austin Flanagan 
’18, Will Kane ’18 and Jack Kirtley ’18; sophomores Jack 
Dzierzanowski ’19 and Frankie Motyka ’19; and freshmen 
William Dietz ’20, Carlos Liz ’20 and Ben Okolita ’20. 

In the News ...

14 - Academy



Experience NCAA Golf Championship at
Rich Harvest Farms
In less than a month, the biggest event in collegiate golf—
the 2017 NCAA Division I Men’s and Women’s Golf 
Championships—is coming to Rich Harvest Farms, located 
at 2330 Granart Road in Sugar Grove. Come see rising stars 
before they turn professional as they play one of the most 
challenging and exclusive golf courses in the nation, May 
19-24 (Women) and May 26-31 (Men).

“We’re thrilled to add the NCAA Golf Championships to Rich 
Harvest Farms’ list of accolades,” said Alex Kline-Wedeen, 
a Marmion graduate from the class of ’06 and Assistant to 
the President at Rich Harvest Farms. “It’s exciting for me 
personally as it allows me the opportunity to showcase Rich 
Harvest Farms to my fellow Cadets and the community.”

Tickets
Grounds tickets to the event start at only $10, but use promo 
code: MARMION2017 to receive a Buy One, Get One Free 
deal. Students and those under the age of 18 are admitted 
for free as long as they claim a ticket online. Also available is 
the NCAA Experience, an upgraded ticket that includes VIP 
parking, access to a special venue with seating, all-inclusive 
food and beverage, two complimentary drink tickets and  

more. All these can be purchased
online at: 
https://2017ncaagolf.eventbrite.com.

Volunteer 
Volunteer spots for the event are still 
available as well, but are filling up fast. 
It comes at no cost to you, and includes 
a uniform, meals, and a ticket to attend 
the NCAA Golf Championships on a 
different day as a thank you for your service. To volunteer, 
go to http://bit.ly/17NCAAGolfVol.

Buy One, Get One Free 
To redeem your buy one get one free offer on grounds 
tickets, visit https://2017ncaagolf.eventbrite.com and enter 
the promotional code: MARMION2017 and select tickets 
you would like to claim. Fill out the information section so 
we know where to send your tickets and you’re all set! Please 
contact the ticket office with any questions at (630)466-7610 
or email tickets@richharvestfarms.com . 
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New Athletic Hall of Fame Wall Dedicated
by: Bill Fox ’74, Director of Alumni and Constituent Relations

The 2017 Athletic Hall of Fame honorees were inducted 
during a halftime ceremony: 

 Jim Reiland ’57 was a three-year member of the baseball 
team. But Jim is best known for his 50 year coaching career 
in Aurora, 28 of those years spent at Marmion Academy. He 
coached varsity baseball as well as freshman and sophomore 
football. In the summertime he coached Aurora American 
Legion baseball. He retired from teaching and coaching in 
May 2007, but has continued to drive the bus for Marmion 
teams and does all score keeping for football, basketball, 
wrestling and baseball home games. Jim and wife, Patricia, 
reside in Montgomery and have three children: David, 
Karen, and Mary Ann. 
 Andrew Schnell ’00 was a four-year varsity swimmer, 
captain of the 2000 State Championship team and member of 
the 1998 and 1999 State Runner-Up teams. Schnell collected 
seven State titles in individual or relay events during his high 
school career. He was named All-State and All-American 
16 times in four years (the maximum). He was an Olympic 
trials qualifier, Junior National Champion in the 100 back 
and went on to swim at Stanford University. At Stanford, 
Andrew was a 13-time All-American, a member of two 
NCAA Champion relay teams, and part of two American 
record-breaking relay teams. In addition, he was awarded a 
Pac-10 post graduate scholarship, which he used to earn his 
MBA at the Stanford Graduate School of Business. Andrew 

still holds two Marmion swimming records in the 100 and 
200 freestyle. He and wife, Lacey, reside in Naperville and 
have two children, Hanna and Bentley. 
 Gerardo Alvarez ’03 was a three-year varsity soccer 
athlete. His senior year, he led the State in scoring with 
46 goals and 21 assists and remains Marmion’s all-time 
career leading scorer with 90 goals and 48 assists. He 
was the Suburban Catholic Conference Player of the Year 
and was named the Chicago Tribune, Beacon News, Daily 
Herald and Chicago Sun-Times Soccer Player of the Year in 
fall 2002. He went on to play at Northwestern University 
where he was a four-year starter, 2003 Big Ten Freshman 
of the Year, two-time All-Big Ten selection, 1st Team All-
Region and graduated as their all-time leading scorer. 
For the past two years, Alvarez has organized and run a 
golf outing for soccer alumni. Proceeds from the event are 
donated to the O’Connor Family Financial Aid Fund which 
provides tuition assistance to three Marmion students each 
year. Gerardo is married to Megan Carey and they have a 
beautiful daughter, Luciana.
 Larry English ’04, was a Marmion three-sport varsity 
athlete (football, basketball and track). In football, he was 
co-captain, MVP and All-Conference both as a junior 
and senior. Senior year, he made 98 tackles and six sacks 
while playing inside linebacker, and as a running back 
he rushed for 312 yards on 38 carries. He went on to 
play football at Northern Illinois University. During his 
career with the Huskies, English earned the title of Mid-
American Conference MVP, First-Team All-MAC (three 
years), Defensive Player of the Year and was the recipient 
of the Vern Smith Leadership Award. He was picked 16th 
overall in the 2009 NFL Draft making him the highest 
drafted player out of NIU. He played for the San Diego 
Chargers from 2009-2014. He then signed with the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers in 2014. He established the Larry English 
L.E.A.D. Foundation geared toward helping educate, 
inspire and mentor young athletes. Now retired, English 
has taken up a second career developing real estate in Los 
Angeles, New York and Chicago. Larry resides in LA and is 
engaged to Nicole Williams.

On January 6, prior to the Marmion Cadets vs. DePaul 
Rams varsity basketball game, Abbot John Brahill OSB ’67 
blessed and dedicated the new Athletic Hall of Fame wall 
display. This tribute, designed by Terri Rios and created 
and installed by Gabel & Schubert of Chicago, recognizes 
alumni who have achieved outstanding individual athletic 
accomplishments in varsity sports and have exemplified 
the moral characteristics instilled in all members of the 
Marmion Brotherhood. Also recognized are coaches who, 
through the years, have dedicated their time and talent to 
the development of young men in the  Benedictine Tradition 
of Marmion. Athletic Hall of Famers are alumni and coaches 
of Marmion Academy or its predecessor schools: Jasper 
Academy, Fox Valley Catholic High School or Marmion 
Military Academy.

2017 Athletic Hall of Fame inductees (l-r): Jim Reiland ’57,
Andrew Schnell ’00, Gerardo Alvarez ’03 and Larry English ’04
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1958 
Frank Silovsky is retired and living in Oklahoma City 
OK. Frank is a retired teacher (OKC Community College) 
and a Vietnam vet (1LT US Army Artillery, 1965-68). He 
was a member of the ’57 undefeated football team (he can 
still name the starting line-up), and lists himself as the 
“tackling dummy” on the team. His wife Kathleen died in 
the bombing of the Murrah Building in 1995. 

1959
Fred and Alice Zilly of Aurora celebrate their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary in August 2017.

1960

Ken and Carole Nagel of Plano celebrated their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary in April 2017 with a reception held 
at the Nagel Emporium at Marmion’s Abbey Farms.

1961
Bud and Kate Lemley of Soldiers Grove, WI celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary in the summer of 2016 with 
a family vacation to the North Woods of Wisconsin.

1964
Ryan McCabe, son of Michael ’64, was recently promoted 
to Colonel, US Army. He is currently serving in Military 
Intelligence at Ft Belvoir, VA.

Jim Oberweis of Sugar Grove was elected to another four-
year term as an Illinois State Senator (District 25) in the 
November elections.

1968
Jim Cordes of Irvine, CA 
received the “Catholic 
Man of the Year” award 
from St. John Neumann 
Parish in Irvine in March 
2017.

1969
Bill Seno of Green Lake, WI is a project manager for 
Michels Civil, a division of Michels Corp. of Brownsville, 
WI. Bill wrote before Christmas that he lost his Marmion 
class ring that he has worn for 47 years:  “How can I get a 
new one?”  Marmion still has the same ring company that 
keeps the molds from past years, so replacement rings can 
be purchased by contacting Marmion’s Hammes Campus 
Store.

1970
Chris Lauzen of Aurora was elected to another four-
year term as Chairman of the Kane County Board in the 
November elections.

1980
Frank Trills was re-elected to another four-year term as 
mayor of the Village of Willowbrook, IL on April 4, 2017.

1982
Mark and Zana Fenzel were married on Feb. 18, 2017 at 
Immaculate Conception Church, Chicago.

Class News & Notes ... 

Happy 100th Birthday!
Fr. Charles Reichenbacher, OSB ‘59 and Alumni Director 
Bill Fox ’74 visited with Charles Thompson ’35 of St. 
Charles on the occasion of his 100th Birthday on March 28th. 

Although we can’t be absolutely certain, “Chuck” might 
well be our oldest living Alumnus! He resides in his St. 
Charles home of many years and has been a dear friend and 
wonderful neighbor to Dr. Jerome and Charlene Bettag (in-
laws of Scott Seraphin ’86 and grandparents to Michael and 
Thomas Seraphin ’16, Daniel Seraphin ’20, Brett Bettag ’17 
and Jacob Bettag ’19) who also joined the celebration.
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1987
John Diederich of Aurora was 
elected chairman of the Community 
Foundation of the Fox River Valley, 
a 69 year old charitable foundation 
serving the greater Aurora area, the 
Tri-Cities and Kendall County. John 
has been a board member since 2013.  
The Foundation has granted many 
scholarships to Marmion graduates 
through the years.

1988
Dr. John Bentley was named chairman of the Department of 
Pharmacy Administration at the University of Mississippi.  
Pharmacy Administration studies the cost, access and 
quality of pharmaceutical products and services. John holds 
two doctorates - one in pharmacy administration from the 
University of Mississippi (1998) and one in biostatistics 
from the University of Alabama (2011). John and Sandy live 
in Oxford, MS.

1989

Don Brummel and his family are pictured above with  
 

Montana’s Governor, Steve Bullock (photo right) and 
US Senator, Jon Tester (photo left) for the opening 
ceremony for the Kalispell Bypass Project. Don oversaw 
and managed all construction aspects of the project, which 
is the largest ever bid on in the State of Montana. He and his 
wife Tammi, along with their 4 children reside in Kalispell 
at their cattle ranch, just outside Glacier National Park in 
northwest Montana.

Joe and Jaclyn Cantore of Oak Brook celebrated the birth 
of their second son, Jonathan Donald, born on October 27, 
2016.

1992
Joe and Kay Cavataio of 
O’Fallon, IL, along with 
their two rescue dogs, Gio 
and Cece, welcomed their 
first child, Joseph William 
III (JJ), on September 28, 
2016. Additionally, Joe was 
promoted to State Manager 
of Missouri for Beam 
Suntory Inc. in March 2017.

1999
Mike and Anna Cox of Hinsdale welcomed their first child, 
daughter Nora Rose, in September 2017.

2000
Eric Sinnott, USN is a naval instructor of Search and Rescue 
Medical Technician and Rescue Swimmer stationed in the 
Pensacola FL area.

Ad Regnum Dei Awarded
Fra Thomas N. Mulligan ’67 of Lincolnwood was honored 
with the 11th Ad Regnum Dei award at an All-School Mass on 
March 21, the Feast of St. Benedict. The award is bestowed on 
an alumnus for outstanding service to others for the kingdom 
of God.

Tom is a professed religious Knight of the Order of Malta, a 
900 year old religious and lay Order founded in Jerusalem that 
lives the charism of service to the sick and the poor.  He has 
attended the annual Order of Malta pilgrimage to Lourdes, 
France the past 14 years, joining as many as 9,000 members of 
the Order and the sick they accompany from around the world.  
He and his Marmion classmate, Ted Milos ’67, a fellow Knight, 
accompanied Fr. Andrew Wahmhoff, OSB to Lourdes in 2008.  
They will accompany Fr. Kenneth Theisen, OSB ’59 to Lourdes 
in May 2017.

Tom has been an Oblate of St. Benedict of Marmion Abbey since 
1984, and is quite active with his parish community of Queen of 
All Saints in Chicago.

Pictured (l-r) Head of School and Principal Anthony Tinerella ’84,
Fra Thomas Mulligan ’67 and Fr. Paul Weberg OSB.
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2002
William and Vanessa 
Kloska of Batavia 
welcomed their  fourth 
child, son Quentin, 
into the world on 
September 13, 2016. He 
joins big sisters Alexis 
(8) and Nora (6), and 
big brother Austin (3). 
William is currently 
in his 2nd year (7th 
year overall) teaching 
Special Education at 
Hinsdale Central High 

School. He is also the Assistant Varsity Baseball coach.

2004
Dan and Christine Dalton of Lisle welcomed their second 
child, son Dante Rex, on February 28, 2017. 

James and Cindy 
Rangel of Bolingbrook 
welcomed their first 
child, Emilia Ruth, on 
January 18, 2017.

2005
Robert and Angela Cheera 
(Mahr) Davenport (right) 
of Batavia were married on 
October 7, 2015.

Mike and Sheila (Birkinbine) 
Schuenemann were married 
on January 28, 2017. His 
soccer family joined him for 
a photo (below, l-r) Terry Stewart, Sean Powers, Coach 
Kevin O’Connor, Mike Schuenemann, Chris Shouse, Eric 
Hermosillo and Danny Del Toro.

2006
Aron Feltes graduated 
from the Wayne County 
Police Training Center 
at Schoolcraft College, 
MI on May 5, 2016. Aron 
is continuing his career 
in law enforcement as a 
sworn Police Officer at the 
University of Michigan 
(pictured with parents, Mark and Mary Ann).

Joe Parisi’s company, Guard Llama, was on the TV show 
Shark Tank on April 14th. Joe is the founder and owner of 
the company which creates a personal safety device with 
24/7 protection and police dispatch.

The 2016 Addington Prize was awarded 
to Dr. Casey Mulligan ’87, professor of 
economics at the University of Chicago 
and affiliated with the National Bureau 
of Economic Research, the Becker-
Friedman Institute at the University of 
Chicago, and the Population Research 
Center. 

Named for the late Raymond Addington, former chairman of 
the Fraser Institute Board of Trustees, the Addington Centre 
for the Study of Measurement was established in 2008. The 
Centre, in Barnet, England, commemorates Mr. Addington 
by awarding the annual Addington Prize to a person or team 
who has researched a new, interesting, and important concept 

in public policy, exemplifying the Fraser Institute’s motto: If it 
matters, measure it.

Mulligan received the award for his recent book, The 
Redistribution Recession: How Labor Market Distortions Contracted 
the Economy, which explains how government subsidies, taxes 
and minimum-wage laws contributed to the recession, which 
began in earnest in 2009.

“Mulligan’s study on the unintended consequences of 
redistributive policies is compelling and serves as a warning that 
even well-intentioned policy makers can make a bad situation 
much worse,” said Jason Clemens, executive vice-president of 
the Fraser Institute.

Dr. Casey Mulligan ’87 Honored with Addington Prize

POLITICAL ENDORSEMENT POLICY
Marmion’s long-standing policy is never to make any partisan political 
endorsements, nor accept any political advertisements or post any political signs 
on its campus, nor provide alumni or others with Marmion’s mailing lists. This 
policy is in fairness to all political candidates and to protect Marmion’s tax-exempt 
status under federal law. Marmion will announce in its Alumni News “Class 
Notes” and in other places that an alumnus is running for a certain office or was 
elected to an office, but it will not endorse any candidate or allow Marmion’s name 
to be used as an endorsement. Alumni Class Notes - 19
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ORCHARD VALLEY GOLF COURSE
2411 W. Illinois Ave., Aurora, IL

VISIT: marmion.org/cadetclassic

  $135/PLAYER
    Includes 18 holes,
       motorized cart,       
         lunch & dinner

  SPONSORSHIPS
     AVAILABLE
  630-966-7665

SUMMER LINEUP
M A R M I O N    A L U M N I    A S S O C I A T I O N ’ S

2007
David and Anahied Victoria 
(Rayzian) Davenport were 
married on June 20, 2016.

Ryan and Amy (Schafer) Delves of Downers Grove 
were married November 6, 2015 at Holy Angels Church 
in Aurora. Included in the wedding party were Thomas 
Delves ‘09 and Brett Bromann ‘07.

Jake Palmatier graduated from the University of Iowa in 
2012 with a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and a minor 
in Human Relations. He obtained a Masters in Special 
Education in 2015. Jake married Natasha Hundman on 
April 25, 2014. They live in Cave Creek, AZ, where Jake 
is a Special Education Teacher, instructing emotional and 
behavioral disorder elementary school children, in the 

Cave Creek USD. Jake and Tasha welcomed the birth of 
their daughter, Isabella on December 26, 2015. Isabella is 
the niece of Sam Palmatier ’10, granddaughter of Mike 
and Brenda Palmatier ’81 and the great-granddaughter of 
Wayne and Donna Palmatier ‘51.

2008
Dr. Doug Conroy of Geneva received his Ph.D. in physical 
therapy in the Spring 2016.

2009
Dr. David Brouch, formerly of Aurora, and Katherine 
Carney were married on April 29, 2017. David is a graduate 
of Notre Dame University and Loyola Medical School, and 
begins his medical residency at Case Western University 
Hospital in Cleveland, OH.

Michael & Jessica (Williams) Rubino were married on 
October 1, 2016 at St Paul of the Cross, Park Ridge. Included 
in the wedding party were John Taylor Baron ‘09, Josef 
Weber ’09, and Robert Hunt ‘09.

2010
Matthew Wenzel and Clare O’Meara were married on June 
25, 2016 in Princeton, WI. Alumni attending the wedding 
included John Wenzel ’15, Robert Wenzel ’13, Joseph 
Wenzel ’04, Greg Askwith ’10, Fr. Michael Burrows ’70, 
Zach Young ’10, Jack Gunderson ’10, Jack Heneghan ’10,  
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Ryan Lifka ’10, Russell Semmler ’10 and Brandon Soris ’07 
(pictured above).

2011
Cole Gleason of Pittsburgh, PA 
will receive a 2017 National Science 
Foundation Graduate Research 
Fellowship (GRF). Cole is in his 
2nd year as a PhD candidate in 
Human-Computer Interaction at 
Carnegie Mellon University. Each 
year the GRF program recognizes 
outstanding graduate students in 
science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics fields. Gleason is 
one of these exemplary students, 

and is one of eight Carnegie Mellon University graduate 
students to receive the NSF fellowship this year.

Austin Robinson was sworn-in as a Batavia police office 
on October 17, 2016. Austin is a Western Illinois University 
graduate and worked security at Presence Mercy Hospital 
prior to joining the Batavia police force.

2012
Zachary and Josie (Wallefred) McNally were married 
on December 16, 2016 at Holy Cross Catholic Church in 
Batavia. Best Man was Michael Shares and groomsman 
was Richard Dvorak. 
 

2013
Nathan Colwell was named to the Fall 2016 Dean’s List at 
the  Kent State University. 

Sam Ford (#9) was highlighted on the front page of National 
Lacrosse website featuring Georgia Tech’s recent success as 
they competed for the Men’s College Lacrosse Division 1 
National Title.

Kevin Lin was named to the Fall 2016 Dean’s List at the  
University of Iowa. 

William Randerson was named to the Fall 2016 Dean’s List 
at the University of Dayton. 

2014
William Gallaher was named to the Fall 2016 Dean’s List at 
Iowa State University. 

2015
Reilly Dougherty was named to the Fall 2016 Dean’s List at 
the University of Alabama.

Brendan Fitzpatrick was named to the Fall 2016 Dean’s List 
at the University of Alabama. 

Luke Juriga of Batavia was a starting 
offensive guard (#59) for the Western 
Michigan University Broncos, which 
went undefeated (12-0) in the regular 
season. Their only loss was in a close 
game with the University of Wisconsin 
Badgers in the Cotton Bowl.

Djordje Kovacevic was named to the Fall 2016 Dean’s List 
at the University of North Georgia

Andres Lerma, a Waubonsee Community College Campus 
Police Cadet, was featured in the college’s November 
Community Partnership series. The Cadet program gives 
career experience to students who are pursuing a criminal 
justice major. Cadet Lerma is a junior and has been in the 
Cadet program for one year. “I applied to the program 
because my mom works for the college and mentioned it 
would be great hands on experience for me since I wanted 
to pursue a career in law enforcement. One of the best 
aspects of this program is having access to officers who 

have 20 or more years of 
experience on the job. It’s 
very valuable to be able 
to ask them questions 
or get their perspective 
on any situation that 
we come across. After I 
graduate, my ideal career 
would be something 
similar to a crime analyst 
who researches why and 
where crime happens in 
communities.”

Evan Pickard was named to the Fall 2016 Dean’s List at the 
University of Alabama. 

continued ...
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2016
Cole Bonebrake was named to the Fall 2016 Dean’s List at 
the University of Alabama. 

Anthony Preziosio was named to the Fall 2016 Dean’s List 
at the University of Alabama. 

Benjamin Rydecki was named to the 2016 Fall Dean’s List 
at the University of Alabama.

Douglas Warlick was named to the Fall 2016 Dean’s List at 
the University of Nebraska - Lincoln. 

Ryan Weber enlisted in the Army and began basic training 
in February at Fort Benning, GA.

William Zidek was named to the Fall 2016 Dean’s List at 
John Carroll University. 

Email your family, education, career and address updates to Terri Rios (trios@marmion.org) or go online and fill out 
the update form at:

marmion.org/update.
Alumni Class News & Notes appear in the November and April issues of the Marmion Magazine.

Alumni! Keep us up-to-date
on what is happening

in your life!

22 - Alumni Class Notes



Alumni Taps ...
+George Eggert ’39 of Des Plaines; 
father of George ’61; September 11, 
2015

+Leon Jennings ’43 of Aurora; father 
of Thomas ’67; February 17, 2017

+Donald Clark ‘46 of LaCrosse, WI; 
June 21, 2016

+Bernard Naughton ’47 of Geneva; 
father of Bernard ’74 and Brian ‘77; 
March 25, 2017

+Donald Newton ’47 of Sun Valley, 
CA; October 29, 2016

+Roy Wittry, ’49 of Grand Junction, 
CO; formerly of Aurora, IL; March 28, 
2017

+David Murray ‘52, USA of Alsip; 
March 4, 2017

+Joseph Reier ’52 of Aurora; January 
10, 2017

+James Augur ’53 of Dallas TX; 
September 9, 2016. Jim was a noted 
architect (Republic National Bank, 
Fairmont Hotel, Dallas/Ft. Worth 

International Airport), an accomplished 
professional artist, and a prominent 
civil and philanthropic leader in the 
Dallas area.

+Francis Patrick Smith, Jr. ’55 of 
Phoenix; November 19, 2016

+Peter Daleiden ’56 of Aurora; AMS 
Life Member; January 9, 2017

+Greg Govi ’56 of Naperville; 
November 20, 2016

+Darrell DeGeeter ’56 of McKinney, 
TX; brother of Dean ’49, +Dale ’49, 
+Robert ’56, and Albert ’58; uncle of 
Ed, Marmion football and track asst. 
coach; January 28, 2017

+Thomas Braddish ’57 of Sycamore; 
April 15, 2009

+Donald J Potuznik ’57 of Elgin; July 
12, 2015

+Donald Cibulskis ’59 of Elburn; son 
of +John Sr. ’32; brother of Rich ’64, 
John ’70 and Ron ’71; February 4, 
2017

+Raymond Linden ’59 of Prince 
George VA; April 15, 2013 

+Robert Neyer ’60 of Mt. Pleasant, 
MI; brother of John ’55; November 
19, 2016

+Terry Berg ’62 of Aurora; November 
12, 2016

+Kenneth Kahoun ’62 of Aurora; 
brother of +Donald ’49 and David ’58; 
October 30, 2016

+Gerald Moisa ‘62 of Yorkville; 
December 12, 2012

+Richard G. Johnson ’63 of Ovilla, 
TX; February 12, 2016

+John Granville ‘65 of Albuquerque; 
February 23, 2017

+James B. Niezer ’67; November 
1970

+Steve Wennmacher ’67 of Aurora; 
father of Michael ’95; December 12, 
2016 

+Wayne Clement ’68 of Oswego; 
April 15, 2017

+David Lauzen ’68 of Naperville; 
brother of Chris ‘70; November 9, 
2016 

+Leslie “Bud” Conley ’70 of Windsor 
CO; April 7, 2017

+Joseph Petricca ’71 of Cincinnati, 
OH; son of +Lou, Dad’s Club president 
70-71; February 4, 2017 

+Gary E. Fox ’80 of Montgomery, IL; 
brother of William ’68, Michael ’69, 
and Robert, Jr. ‘72; December 4, 
2016

+Thomas O’Shea ’75 of Aurora;  
brother of Daniel ’77, Martin ’81 and 
Patrick ’86; April 11, 2017 

+John Smykis ’75 of Naperville IL;  
August 17, 2016

+William “Bill” Hurley ’84 of Chicago;
November 9, 2016

+Michael Sersen ’86 of Chicago; 
brother of Timothy ’97, Daniel ’91 
and Casey ‘92; December 24, 2016

+Eric Wessman ’92 of Hollywood FL; 
October 18, 2016

+Anthony Aloisio; father of Robert 
’66 and Thomas ’67; March 2, 2017

+Caroline H. Aloisio; wife of Robert 
M. Aloisio ’66; January 25, 2017

+Sr. Esther Bataille, OSB (age 104); 
aunt of Abbot Vincent Bataille OSB;  
March 11, 2017

+Patricia Berg; wife of +Ronald ’59; 
March 31, 2017

+Donald Blackwood; father of John 
’74, Mark ’77, James ’78 and Joseph 
’83; October 26, 2016

+Kenneth Blue; father of Kenneth 
’65; date unknown

+James Brennan, Sr.; father of 
James, Jr. ’72, David ’75, John 
’78 and Joseph ’82; grandfather of 
Nicholas ’17; March 14, 2017

+Joan Brummel; mother of Donald, 
Jr. ’69; grandmother of Donald III ’89 
and David ‘96; March 10, 2017

+Judi Denell; wife of +Bill ’48; mother 
of Ed ’75 and Andy ’79; March 15, 
2017

+Stanley Depa; father of Darius ’80; 
January 23, 2017

+Donald Flock; father of Timothy 
’79; May 19, 2014

+Dr. Joseph Foerner; father of 
Marshall ’19; November 8, 2016

+Patricia A. Griffin; wife of Robert J. 
Griffin ’50; grandmother of +David J.  

Tierney, Jr. ’98 and Cory A. Griffin 
’14; December, 10, 2016

+Jane M. Hagemann; grandmother 
of Michael Hagemann ’97; January 
2, 2017

+Francis “Matt” Hettinger; brother of 
Michael ’58 and David ’64; January 
28, 2017

+Norma Kleinfieldt; mother of 
Richard ’69; February 27, 2017

+Halina Kline; wife of William F. 
Kline, Jr. ’72; mother of Matthew ’04 
and Michael ’06; aunt of Alex ’06 and 
Evan Kline-Wedeen ’11; January 22, 
2017

+Mary Ann Kochlefl; mother of 
Robert ’70; February 25, 2017

+Mary Krachon; mother of Michael 
’67 and Dennis ’71; January 16, 2016

+Timothy Ladewig; father of Brett 
’05; November 20, 2016

+Betty Lay; mother-in-law of Board 
member Chuck (Linda)  Anderson; 
grandmother of Aaron ’95, Ryan ’97, 
Brandon ’99 and Christian ’04; sister 
of +LT Eugene Feldott ’40 WWII; 
November 6, 2016

+Helen Lies; wife of +Dr. Donald Lies 
’39; grandmother of Jack Keilty ’12; 
March 4, 2017

+Mary Ann Logue; wife of Tom Sr. 
’48; mother of Tom, Jr. ’75, Dan ’79 
and Michael ’82; January 1, 2017

+Patrick McCabe; son of Michael 
’64; August 27, 2015

+Mary Leona McDonnell; mother 
of Deb Glemkowski, Advancement 
Office; grandmother of Joseph ’12 
and Thomas ’17 Glemkowski; April 
19, 2017

+William Middleton; father of William 
’93; January 18, 2017

+Kevin M. Morefield; brother of 
Jamie Morefield ’02; January 25, 
2017

+Elaine Morris; grandmother of Kyle 
’12 and Sean ’14 Kozak; January 20, 
2016

+William Murphy, Sr.; father of 
William, Jr. ’71; November 25, 2016

+Mary Naughton; wife of +James, 
Sr. ’43; mother of James, Jr. ’69, 
Thomas ’72, John ’74 and Patrick 
’78; grandmother of Michael ’04, 
Brian ’07 and Peter ’10; April 16, 
2017

+Mary Oslac; mother of Dr. Michael 
Oslac ’62; December 30, 2016

+Nela Palmer; mother of Richard ’57, 
John ’60 and James ’62; February 2, 
2017

+Jean M. Ragel; wife of +Clarence 
’53; December 16, 2016

+Raymond J. Rosinski; grandfather 
of Brent ’08 and Max ’10 Rosenfelder; 
November 24, 2016

+Jesusita H. Saucedo; mother of 
Armando ’95; November 10, 2016

+Jean L. Seraphin; mother of 
Leonard ’61, David ’64 and John ’71; 
grandmother of Scott ’86, Peter ’92; 
great-grandmother of Michael ’16, 
Thomas ’16 and Daniel ’20; October 
30, 2016

+ Samuel Sinkovitz; father of teacher 
Jeanne McLean; father-in-law of 
Timothy McLean ’79; grandfather of 
Joseph ’06, Jeffrey ’10 and Daniel 
’12; January 25, 2017

+Larry Stefanski, Sr.; father of Larry, 
Jr. ’77, Paul ’78, Bill ’80 and John 
’82; grandfather of Zach ’10 and Peter 
’12; January 18, 2017

+Bonnie Stupak; wife of Jeff ’62; 
mother of Jeff ’86; December 11, 2016

+Deacon Bob Wahmhoff; brother 
of +Fr. Andrew Wahmhoff, OSB; 
December 5, 2016

+Leonora Weber; wife of +Ralph ’39; 
mother of Richard ’63 and Thomas 
’67; March 23, 2017 

+Joan Wedeen; mother of Paul 
(former Marmion golf coach); 
grandmother of Alex ’06 and Evan 
Kline-Wedeen ’11; December 27, 
2016

+Margaret Ann Wiltrakis; mother of 
Dr. Mark ’65; December 23, 2016

In Loving Memory of ...
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May 17-18, 2017

Can’t wait? Make your BIG GIVE donation before 9 AM on
May 17 to receive an early bird thank you gift. 

If you are interested in assisting with the BIG GIVE by providing a challenge gift, please contact the Advancement Office at (630) 966-7642.
   

YOU CAN MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE
DURING THE BIG GIVE ...

HELP US RAISE  $36,000 IN  36 HOURS!

Are you getting your son’s mail?
Please help Marmion stay connected with all of our alumni and 
community members by providing us with the updated contact 
information of the named recipient of this magazine. Please send us 
this form (including the printed mailing address above) or update the 
information online at: marmion.org/update

Correct address: _______________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________________________________ 
 

By participating in the BIG GIVE you can:
  • Help Fr. Charles get his Marmion diploma
  • Be a part of the Boarders -vs- Day Students Alumni Challenge
  • Win front row graduation seats
  • Vote for your favorite teacher
  • Join the $10K Challenge  ... and much more!

Go to  marmion.org/BIGGIVE on  May 17 & 18

Fun incentives & challenges!!!


