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2 - President’s Letter

Dear Friends, 

This past June 25th marked the fifth anniversary of 
my election as the fifth abbot of Marmion Abbey.  Five 
years is really not that much time. Nevertheless, I 
certainly give thanks to God for the privilege of serving 
Marmion Abbey and the greater Marmion family as 
abbot during this time. God willing, I look forward to 
continuing to serve as abbot.   

No doubt God continues to bless Marmion as we have been blessed since the founding of 
Marmion Abbey and Academy in 1933. The Abbey, although it is a smaller community than 
it was years ago, remains a vibrant Benedictine Abbey attracting young vocations.  The 
Academy has grown to 528 students this academic year. It continues to grow not only in 
enrollment but also in the strength and depth of its programs.  Under the current leadership 
of Mr. Tony Tinerella, Head of School, and his administrative team, faculty and staff, the 
Academy’s spiritual, academic, leadership, athletic and fine arts programs continue to grow 
and offer our students the best Catholic secondary education and formation possible today. 
Abbey Farms, a principle means of support for Marmion Abbey, under the direction of 
Mr. Adam Voirin, also continues to grow and to offer a variety of products and services 
throughout the year. During the past five years, Abbey Farms has held its annual Fall 
Pumpkin Daze Festival in addition to expanding its traditional Christmas tree sales. The 
Ken and Carole Nagel Family Emporium opened this past year providing a beautiful 
rental venue for events of up to 300 people. And as highlighted in the August edition of the 
Marmion Magazine, Marmion Abbey’s Guatemala Mission was blessed to celebrate its 50th 
anniversary in July.   

Acknowledging these many blessings, I earnestly invite us all to look forward with 
confidence to the challenges that the future will surely bring. At the recent Board of Trustee 
meeting in October, I mentioned that we all need to continue to work creatively to realize the 
“dream” of the founding monks of Marmion Abbey. We need to continue to attract young 
men to enter Marmion Abbey seeking God and holiness as Benedictine monks; we need to 
continue to strengthen all of the programs at the Academy for future generations of young 
men; we need to continue to support our Guatemala Mission and to help it flourish; and 
we need to make sure that Abbey Farms continues to grow.  In all of this we trust in God’s 
Divine providence and guidance.  But we also know that a lot of hard work and dedication 
are necessary on our part; beginning with the monks of Marmion Abbey.  We also continue 
to rely heavily on the hard work and dedication of those whose collaboration we depend 
on, namely, our trustees, alumni, parents and lay colleagues at the Abbey, Academy, Abbey 
Farms and at our Guatemala Mission.  It goes without saying, that, as in the past, so in the 
future, we count on the continued generosity of our many friends and benefactors to make 
sure that Marmion as a whole remains financially sound in the coming years.  

In closing, I ask for your continued prayers and support for Marmion. The way forward 
is never very clear nor easy. With your continued friendship, I am confident that God will 
continue to guide and bless us in the coming years.  

May God bless you during the coming Advent and Christmas time and in the New Year. 

Sincerely,

Rt. Rev. John Brahill OSB ’67, Abbot



Someone You Should Know: Fr. Basil Yender OSB ’61
By Fr. Charles Reichenbacher OSB ’59

Fr. Basil Yender, now in his eleventh year as Prior of 
Marmion Abbey, is someone you should know. Born and 
raised in Chicago on the south-side, but moved to Geneva 
after grade school, he is the son of the late George and 
Addie Yender and the brother of George ’59 and the late 
Kathy. He was Battalion Commander and first in his 1961 
graduating class at the Lake Street Campus of Marmion 
Military Academy.

 

Under the guidance of Fr. Terence Stanton OSB, Ronald 
Yender (baptismal name) declined acceptances to Notre 
Dame and Villanova, and attended St. Meinrad Minor 
Seminary for his first year of college. He then entered the 
novitiate of the Abbey in the summer of 1962 and a year 
later professed his vows as “Frater Basil”.

After his college years at St. Procopius College (Benedictine 
University), he spent four years studying theology in Rome 
at San Anselmo, the international Benedictine Pontifical 
University, where he honed his love of Scripture, theology, 
languages and learned to love everything Italian.

He was ordained a priest on August 7, 1971 and was 
immediately assigned as a dorm prefect, and a theology 
and math instructor at the Academy. He continued his 
classroom teaching until this year - 43 years, with only one 
year off for a well-deserved sabbatical. Naturally he headed 
back to Rome.

Fr. Basil was appointed 
Academic Dean in 1975 
and Headmaster in 
1988 serving through 
2003 (left), all the while 
remaining a dorm 
prefect and classroom 
instructor. His great love 
is teaching (especially 
his freshman honors 
theology), rather than 
being an administrator. 

Despite aversion to office work and meetings, he guided 
and enhanced Marmion Academy in the difficult transition 
years from Marmion Military Academy to Marmion 
Academy, and from a boarding-day school to a day school.  

Fr. Basil now has some health challenges as he was  
diagnosed with pulmonary fibrosis this last spring. His 
breathing difficulties limit his mobility, hence no more 
teaching for the time being. He remains the faithful monk 
and man of prayer, and the ever diligent Prior of the Abbey 
who still does not like meetings. Two things have not 
changed: his love of Marmion and Italy. 

Valedictorian Yender kisses the ring of Abbot Gerald Benkert OSB 
at his graduation from Marmion Military Academy in 1961.

Fr. Basil Yender OSB ‘61 with his parents (front) +George and 
+Addie Yender and his uncle +Paul Yender at the Abbot Marmion 

Society Dinner on November 14, 1987.

Fr. Basil has taught at the Academy for 43 years.
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50th Graduation in
Guatemala
By Abbot John Brahill OSB ’67

Marmion Abbey’s Guatemala Mission Colegio Seminario 
concluded its 50th academic year on October 16 with 
the Mission school’s graduation. Seventeen young men 
graduated from the school’s upper level, college-prep 
program of diversified studies. Another 11 young men 
graduated from the lower level basic program of studies 
and qualify to continue next year in the upper level 
program. During the celebratory Mass, I encouraged 
the graduates to be men of honesty, discipline and hard 
work; to be Catholic men of faith; to build upon the moral, 
spiritual and educational foundation that they achieved at 
the Colegio Seminario; and  to be future leaders who make 
a positive difference in the service of their communities and 
their country. 

Top: The 50th graduating 
class of the Colegio Seminario 
celebrates by throwing their caps 
in the air.

Bottom left: Abbot John Brahill 
OSB with graduate Miguel 
Irineo Chivalán de León.

Bottom right: Fr. Orlando Pérez  
OSB  presents Iván Alexander 
Aguilar Mazariegos with a 
certificate for Outstanding 
Student of the Year. 

Visit Abbey Farms Online Store!
Now all your favorite Abbey Farms 

products are available all year round!

Give a Gift from 
Abbey Farms this 

Christmas Season. 
Visit our brand new 

store online at:

www.abbeyfarms.org

Pine Tree Cafe
An authentic, old-world eatery at Abbey Farms

New to Abbey Farms

Open Saturdays & Sundays
November 21 through December 23
in Abbey Farms Nagel Emporium. 

Select from Stuffed Cabbage, 
Lasagna, Coffee Cake and more!
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Marmion hosted its first Cadet Camp in partnership with Special Olympics 
on Oct. 11. This football camp featured a series of drills and competitions 
developed by senior Matthew Talarico (pictured above, right, #20), a member 
of Marmion’s varsity football team, and head football coach Dan Thorpe. 
More than ten Special Olympic athletes were in attendance with the majority 
coming from Northern Illinois Academy, a special needs residential school 
located on Church Road in Aurora. Members of the Marmion football team 
assisted with the camp, running each drill and interacting with the athletes. 
The Cadet Camp concluded with a scrimmage and touchdown dance 
competition.  

Matthew was instrumental in making this camp a reality by selflessly and 
creatively organizing and coordinating every aspect of this event. He is 
planning on conducting similar camps throughout the year for different 
sports, growing each event to have more athletes involved. Matthew’s goal 
is to create a solid foundation so the Cadet Camps will be a lasting part of 
Marmion.

Matthew was inspired by a similar program that he was a part of in New 
Jersey, where the varsity football team would host a clinic for Special 

Olympic athletes. Remembering the impact that the camp had on him, Matthew wanted to bring this sort of program to 
Marmion and develop it even further.

“Thanks to Matthew’s vision, enthusiasm and dedication, Cadet Camp will be an avenue in which both Special Olympic 
athletes and Marmion students will be able to grow, interact and learn from each other for years to come,” stated Mark 
Malkowski, Director of Campus Ministry.

Twenty-five Marmion Academy 
seniors and one faculty member 
were commissioned Extraordinary 
Ministers of the Eucharist at the 
Abbey Church in September. They 
are: Chris Baker, Joel Bottarini, 
Andrew Burroughs, John Callahan, 
Trace Carello, Kevin Donner, Omar 
Espinosa, Jerod Hirner, AJ Jaffe, 
Ben Kallas, John King, Conor Mach, 
Michael Middendorf, Mark Powell, 
James Powers, AJ Rechenmacher, 
Ben Rydecki, Jacob Schwartz, Michael 
Seraphin, Thomas Seraphin, Christian 
Surtz, Matt Talarico, Quinn Turcich, 
Ian Valaik, Jon Young, and Spanish 
instructor Mrs. Norma Ortega.

Cadet Camp for Special Olympic Athletes
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Rebecca Cann joined Marmion’s 
faculty during the second semester 
of 2015. She has over 17 years 
experience in the field of education. 
She spent 11 years teaching English 
at the high school level and 6 years 
teaching part time at the collegiate 
level in the School of Education 
at Loyola University. She has a 
Bachelor’s Degree in English from 

Eastern Illinois University, a Secondary Teaching degree 
from Elmhurst College and a Master’s in Teaching from 
Rockford College. Rebecca is the coordinator of Marmion’s 
new Writing Lab and Director of Instruction. 

Frank Chapman is a 2005 graduate 
from Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in history education. Mr. 
Chapman began his teaching career 
as a social studies teacher in the 
Clark County School District in Las 
Vegas, NV and has taught various 
history and psychology courses at 
Burlington Central High School and 

Freeport High School. In 2013 he graduated from Aurora 
University with a Master’s in Educational Leadership. 
Mr. Chapman serves as an academic counselor, physical 
education instructor, and head baseball coach at Marmion. 

Gerald Chenski teaches two 
sections of Theology 1. He is a 
graduate of Quigley Seminary  
South High School and Niles  
College Seminary of Loyola 
University. Mr. Chenski spent 
18 years in the social service 
field working with adults with 
disabilities. He has served the 
church as a youth minister, high 

school campus minister and theology instructor, retreat 
director, mission speaker and a director of religious 
education. In addition to serving on the faculty of Marmion, 
he is currently the Director of Religious Education and 
Youth Ministry at a large parish in the Joliet Diocese.

Barb Ebert joins the mathematics 
department. She taught Algebra for 
several years at St. Mary’s School 
in Sycamore, various business 
courses at NIU and has served as a 
private tutor for Algebra and ACT 
preparation. Barb graduated from 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Marketing and from 

Northern Illinois University with a Master’s in Business 
Administration. Prior to joining Marmion she worked as a 

Market Analyst for OTR Global and a Regional Marketing 
Manager for Dun & Bradstreet. 

Bill Fox ’74 joins Marmion as 
the Director of Alumni and 
Constituent Relations. He received 
his Bachelor’s Degree in Marketing 
from St. Mary’s University in 
MN. Bill enjoyed a 23 year career 
with Sony Electronics serving in 
a variety of sales and marketing 
management roles in Illinois as 
well as in California and New 

Jersey. Prior to joining the Marmion Advancement Team in 
October Bill was Vice President of Sales and Marketing at 
Sound and Vision, a residential and commercial integrated 
systems provider in Willowbrook. 

Br. Theodore Haggerty OSB 
graduated from Niagara University 
in 2008 with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Sport Management. He worked in 
the athletic department at Central 
Michigan University, Mt. Pleasant 
MI, and then was a caretaker for 
an infirmed adult. He entered the 
novitiate of Marmion Abbey in 2012 
and professed vows on July 11, 2013. 

He has completed two years of pre-theology studies for the 
priesthood at St. Meinrad School of Theology. Br. Theodore 
is “student teaching” in all four levels of theology.

Br. Antony Maria Minardi OSB 
’08 obtained a Bachelor’s Degree 
from the University of Dallas in 
2012 in philosophy. He interned at 
the Pro-Life Secretariat of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops in 
the summer of 2011. He entered 
the novitiate of Marmion Abbey in 
2012 and professed vows on July 11, 
2013.  He has completed two years 

of theological studies for the priesthood at St. Meinrad 
School of Theology. Br. Antony is “student teaching” in all 
four levels of theology.

In addition to the new faces around campus, several familiar 
faces at the Academy are serving the school in new roles this 
year. Mark Malkowski ‘08 is the new Director of Campus 
Ministry. Former Campus Ministry Director, Bill Johnson 
‘64, is focusing his efforts on building relationships with 
the area churches in his role as Director of Parish Outreach. 
Dave Rakow is the Director of the Academic Center, a 
position previously occupied by Malkowski. Christian 
Anderson ‘04 has a new role in the Advancement Office 
as Director of Campaigns and Grants. Justin Dimitri and 
Donny Reynolds are Co-Dean of Students. Marmion also 
welcomes Jared Harper and Zane Holland ‘10, two new 
“hidden heroes” - the guys behind the scenes that keep our 
campus beautifully manintained. 

New Faculty and Staff
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Students Receive Academic Accolades

National Merit Scholarship Competition
Senior AJ Rechenmacher has been named a Semifinalist 
in the 61st annual National Merit Scholarship Program. 
His Semifinalist status is based on his scores on the 2014 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test (PSAT/NMSQT). Semifinalists, who represent less 
than one percent of U.S. high school seniors, include the 
highest scoring students in each state. AJ will continue 
in the competition for one of some 7,600 National Merit 
Scholarships worth more than $33 million that will be 
awarded next spring.

Seniors Jack Diederich, Harrison Kearby, Lucas McDonald, 
Benjamin Michel and Nathan Traxler have been honored 
with Commended Student status in the 2016 National 
Merit Scholarship Competition. They placed among the top 
five percent of more than 1.5 million students who entered 
the 2016 competition.

National Honor Society
Members of the National Honor Society are chosen based 
upon their outstanding performance in the areas of 
scholarship, service, leadership, and character. There are 
currently 50 seniors in Marmion’s chapter of NHS: Austin 
Auchstetter, Cole Bonebrake, Andrew Burroughs, Dave 

Carrano, Riley DeMoss, Jack Diederich, Joseph Duffield, 
Omar Espinosa, Matthew Fletcher, William Fredericks, 
Joseph Fremgen, Jerod Hirner, Dolan Hunt, Samuel 
Hutchison, Alexander Jaffe, Baylor Johnson, Michael Joy, 
Harrison Kearby, Samuel Kluber, Brendan Labbe, Conor 
Mach, Jerin Martin, Lucas McDonald, Benjamin Michel, 
Michael Middendorf, Brian Miller , Mark Nyaeme, Valen 
Piotrowski, Mark Powell, Anthony Preziosio, Jack Purcell, 
Albert Rechenmacher, Joshua Ruddy, Benjamin Rydecki, 
Jack Saloga, Michael Seraphin, Thomas Seraphin, Christian 
Surtz, Matthew Talarico, Gyovai Tena, Nathan Traxler, 
Quinn Turcich, Ian Valaik, Hunter Weber, Michael Witte, 
Matthew Woodcock, Patrick Woodford, Kyle Yorke, 
William Zidek and Michael Zidek.

AP Scholars
The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program has 
named sixteen Marmion students AP Scholars. This title 
is given in recognition of exceptional achievement on the 
college-level Advanced Placement (AP) Exams. Only 20% 
of more than approximately 2.1 million students who took 
AP Exams in May 2015 performed at a sufficiently high 
level to merit such recognition.  

AP Scholar with Distinction Award (an average score of at 
least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on 
five or more of these exams): 2015 graduates Joseph Dutton, 
William Porteous, Thomas Sieben, and Robert Stephens.
 
AP Scholar with Honor Award (an average score of at least 
3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on 
four or more exams): 2015 graduate Andrew Glanville.

AP Scholar Award (scoring 3 or higher on three or more 
AP Exams): Senior Brian Miller and 2015 graduates Noel 
Abraham, Brady Bobbitt, Sean Thomas Dickerson, Jacob 
Ebert, Trevor Jones, Neil Peterson, Sharbel Romanos, Colin 
Sheehan, Blake Turcich and Anthony Wegman.

Student Assistance Over 
$700,000
Marmion assists families in several ways to make the Academy 
more affordable for those who want a quality, Catholic-
Benedictine education. This school year (2015-2016) $704,325 was 
granted in merit and need-based assistance to 185 students (35% 
of 528 total enrollment). Of the assistance granted, $175,00 was 
merit-based (scholarships) and over $500,000 was need-based 
grants. 
 
Eighth grade students are strongly encouraged to take the 
Scholarship Qualifying Entrance Exam on Dec. 5, 2015. 
Scholarships will be awarded only to those who take the exam 
on that day.  After being accepted into Marmion families are also 
encouraged to complete the need-based assistance forms to see if 
they qualify for additional tuition assistance. 

(l-r) Seniors Benjamin Michel, Harrison Kearby, AJ Rechenmacher,
Lucas McDonald, Jack Diederich, Nathan Traxler

SCHOLARSHIP QUALIFYING

ENTRANCE EXAM
Saturday, Dec. 5, 2015 @ 9 AM

Apply Online:
marmion.org/admissions
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Cadets Promoted at Sabre Ceremony
The JROTC program honored 40 cadets with military promotions at the annual Sabre Ceremony on Friday, September 18. 
These senior cadets were presented with a sabre (officers) or a sword (sergeants) by family members, as they were promoted 
to the highest ranks available in the JROTC program. The following are Marmion’s JROTC student leaders for the 2015-16 
school year:

Battalion Commander AJ Rechenmacher, Executive Officer Harrison Kearby, Adjutant Valen Piotrowski, Information 
Officer Anthony Preziosio, Operations Officer Joseph Fremgen, Supply Officer Kyle Yorke, Command Sergeant Major 
Jake Miller, Personnel Sergeant Mark Powell, Information Sergeant Dave Carrano, Operations Sergeant Michael Witte 
and Supply Sergeant Matthew Kowalkowski; Headquarters Commander Benjamin Rydecki, Company Executive 

Officer Andrew Burroughs, 1st Platoon Leader Samuel Kluber, 2nd 
Platoon Leader Matthew Villa and First Sergeant Patrick Woodford; Alpha 
Commander Quinn Turcich, Company Executive Officer William Zidek, 1st 
Platoon Leader William Hickey, 2nd Platoon Leader Alexander Jaffe, 3rd 
Platoon Leader Michael Middendorf and First Sergeant John Tate; Bravo 
Commander Matthew Fletcher, Company Executive Officer Jerod Hirner, 
1st Platoon Leader Baylor Johnson, 2nd Platoon Leader Joseph Duffield, 3rd 
Platoon Leader Jack Purcell and First Sergeant Matthew Woodcock; Charlie 
Commander David Pettyjohn, Company Executive Officer Connor Mach, 1st 
Platoon Leader Jack Saloga, 2nd Platoon Leader Michael Szalek, 3rd Platoon 
Leader Michael Zidek and First Sergeant Ian Valaik; Delta Commander Brian 
Miller, Company Executive Officer Omar Espinosa, 1st Platoon Leader Joshua 
Ruddy, 2nd Platoon Leader Jonathan Young, 3rd Platoon Leader Benjamin 
Michel, and First Sergeant Nicholas Funk.

2015 LEAD Commissioning
The 21st annual LEAD Program Commissioning Ceremony was held on September 
20. LEAD Student Co-Directors Gabe Joy and Christian Surtz were announced as 
well as the 2015-2016 LEAD Executive Team: (Project Team 1) Cole Bonebrake, 
Tom Glemkowski, David Garcia, (Project Team 2) Matt Henkel, Matt Williams, 
(Project Team 3) Brendan Labbe, Tim Hoying, (Project Team 4) Tito Spizzirri, Matt 
Talarico, Edison Hurh, and Nick Ward.

The Student Co-Directors then presented 37 new members their LEAD insignia: 
(Project Team 1) David Farrell, Daniel Galush, Jacob Polka, Mirza Baig, John 
Bazukas, Jared Beltz, Marcos Garcia, Mohammad Hafeez, Sean Kramer, (Project 
Team 2) Aidan Henrichs, Anthony Purpura, Sean Stockman, Daniel Stueland, 
Keegan Bennett, Gregory Betzelos, Patrick Daum, Miles Childers, Ethan Mercado, 

Caleb Ritzheimer, (Project Team 3) Thomas Roche, Edward Goyao, Samuel Wallace, Anthony Babic, Cody Cleaveland, Ian 
Cork, Ryan Fleck, Michael Serra, Jeffrey Walter, (Project Team 4) Nicholas Brummell, Ryan Callahan, Michael Ronzone, 
Marshall Foerner, Matthew Haddad, Isaias Ponpa, Gaspare Spizzirri, 
Giancarlo Spizzirri, and Nicholas Talarico.

LEAD is a four-year program designed to educate students in leadership 
life-skills.  The objective of the LEAD Program is the development of 
students with practical leadership skills including self-discipline, self-
awareness, and self-motivation combined with compassion, kindness, 
and a genuine care for others.  This unique skill-set gives the LEAD 
student the ability to lead people, manage projects, and be a viable and 
contributing member of a team. 

Above: Student Co-Directors Gabe Joy ’16 (left) and Christian Surtz ‘16 
address the attendees of the 21st annual LEAD Commissioning. 

Right: Members of the LEAD Executive Team recite the Executive Team Oath.

Battalion Operations Officer Joseph Fremgen receives his sabre from his uncle,
1SG Joseph M. Dickson USA ’93.8 - Academy



Homecoming 2015
The 2015 Homecoming festivities began on Saturday, 
October 10 with the Homecoming Kick-Off Party which 
included a parade, pep rally, volleyball tournament, bonfire 
and fireworks. The victorious Homecoming football game 
against Aurora Christian was held on Friday, October 16. 
Half-time ceremonies included the presentation of the 
Homecoming Court and the JROTC Pass-in-Review. The 
“From LA to the Bay” Student Dance was held on Saturday, 
October 17 on campus.

Marmion’s 2015 Homecoming Royalty (pictured above, left to 
right): Jack Saloga, Jon Young, Julian Chaney, King Quinn 
Turcich, Queen Lauryn Streid, Kate Jarecki, Caroline Maley, 
and Kathryn Heeg. 
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Cross Country
With their Team Mission Statement “To glorify God by doing 
the best we can every day in an effort to become the best 
version of ourselves,” this year’s Cross County varsity team 
(pictured above) has distinguished themselves as the fastest in 
Marmion history! The team won the St. Charles East Leavey 
Invitational and also finished third in the St. Charles North 
Invitational. They finished eighth out of the 45 participating 
teams in the Peoria “First to the Finish” meet. Their stated 
goals this season were to win the Chicago Catholic League 
championship, successfully advance in the IHSA meets 
through the Regional and Sectional and move onto the 
State Finals. Senior Andrew Burroughs and sophomore 
Michael Ronzone anchored the varsity squad and have been 
outstanding performers all season. Head Coach Dan Klatt’s 
emphasis on “process versus outcomes” has provided 
the team with a sound foundation and collective focus. 
Cross Country achieved their goals by placing first in the 
Conference Finals and second in the Regional competition. 
After placing fourth at the Sectional Meet on October 31, 
Marmion qualified for the 3A State Cross Country Meet for 
the first time in school history!

Golf
Marmion cruised 
through the Aurora 
City Championship 
on September 18 with 
a 304. All six players 
shot 79 or better at the 
par-71 layout. At the  
Cress Creek Country 
Club triangular meet 
on September 28, 
sophomore Jimmy 
Morton shot an even-
par 36 to boost the 
Marmion golf team to 
a victory over Benet 
and Waubonsie Valley. 
The Cadets finished 
with a team score of 
154 edging the Redwings (160) and Warriors (162). Marmion 
matched that score in a win against St. Francis and Wheaton 
Academy at St. Charles Country Club on September 25. 

Marmion competed in the Chicago Catholic League meet at 
Cog Hill on October 1 in its final tune-up before IHSA Class 
3A Regionals where they claimed a first place Conference 
finish. Coach Doug Roberts was especially excited to 
encounter such top area teams as Loyola Academy and 
Providence. “That was a pretty big test,” Roberts said. “Our 
guys had the opportunity to see what really good guys on 
really good teams do to a golf course.” Junior Nick Huggins 
(pictured above) qualified for the IHSA Golf State Meet played 
October 15-16.

“The biggest thing that I was trying to share with these guys 
last year and then again this year is just the idea that we’re 
consistently good,” Roberts said. “That it’s not happening 
once in a while, it’s happening all the time, which is what 
you need to make a decent run.”

Cadets Fall Season Update
By Bill Fox ’74, Director of Alumni and Constituent Relations

Sophomore Michael Ronzone (left) and senior Andrew Burroughs 
anchored the Varsity squad and have been outstanding

performers all season.
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Football
After four weeks of summer camp in June and July, football 
welcomed a total of 104 Cadets to preseason practice on 
August 10th.  The Varsity had wins over 8A schools Plainfield 
Central and Chicago Legal Prep, and played defending 
7A State Champions Providence Catholic very tough. 
The Marmion sophomore squad had wins over Plainfield 
Central, Rich East and Grant. The Freshman Cadets finished 
with a record of 7-2.  The Cadets were victorious over the 
Aurora Christian Eagles at the Homecoming game on 
October 16 (pictured below). Unfortunately the Cadets were 
defeated by Montini in the season finale but celebrated their 
determination and team spirit on Senior Night along with 
the other athletic team’s senior members.

Soccer
The varsity Soccer team finished the season with a record of 
9-8-3, taking third place in the CCL. They had 10 shutouts 
against the likes of Huntley, Oswego, West Aurora and 
Rockford Boylan. Marmion was seeded 11th in one of the 
toughest Regionals in the state. Junior Sean Miller led the 
team in points with 9 goals and 10 assists. Miller and senior 
Joe Duffield were named to the All-Sectional Team. The 
Chicago Tribune ranked Marmion #1 of the area teams this 
season. They also ranked Duffield (#14 below) in their “Top 
20” players. 

Mr. Anthony Tinerella ‘84, Head of School and Principal, drops the 
ceremonial first puck at Marmion’s inaugural hockey game. 

Hockey
The inaugural season for Marmion’s Hockey Team faced off 
with a 6 to 3 victory over Brother Rice in their first game 
of the season on October 4 (pictured below). The opening 
night victory was followed by two more wins including 
one against St. Rita, another Catholic League powerhouse. 
Head Coach Chris Imes along with assistants and Marmion 
alumni Nick ‘08 and Jake ‘12 Leon are geared up to make this 
first season a successful one. With that three game winning 
streak to open the year - it’s clear that Marmion’s hockey 
program is off to a terrific start.

While the team skates out of Fox Valley Ice Arena and will 
host 6 home games there, they attend off-ice training on 
Marmion’s campus under the direction of AthletesEDGE. 
AthletesEDGE Hockey Training Programs (AE-HTP) is the 
area’s most specialized off-ice hockey training program 
for youth, junior, collegiate, and professional level hockey 
players. Their specialized process of instruction is designed 
to optimize the performance and maintain the health of 
high-level hockey players, specific to each level and age. 
Having developed programs for NHL players and current 
NHL prospects, they bring a level of professionalism to the 
program that will set Marmion apart from most area high 
school programs.
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New Trustees Elected
By Madelyn Weed, Director of Advancement

Three new members were welcomed to Marmion’s Board of Trustees 
at the meeting on October 22, 2015. The advisory board of 25 life and 
35 active Trustees meets three times a year. All active Trustees serve 
on one or more of the following committees: Executive, Development, 
Finance, Investment (subcommittee) and Marketing.
 
Jason Nagel ’95 of Aurora is the Vice President of Naperville Bank & 
Trust in Naperville. He and Jenny have two sons and one daughter.  
They are Life Members of the Abbot Marmion Society. Jason is the son 
of Life Trustee, Ken Nagel ’60.
 
David Stumm ’91 of Batavia is the Executive Vice President of Stumm 
Insurance, LLC in Chicago. He and Cindy have two sons and two 
daughters. 
 
Scott Wehrli of Naperville is the Secretary-Treasurer and Partner of 
Dukane Precast in Naperville. He and Lynda have one son (Samuel ’18) 
and one daughter. They are members of the Abbot Marmion Society.

 
A full list of the Board of Trustees is available at

www.marmion.org/trustees.

Legacy of Ronald J. Schelling ’56
By Fr. Charles Reichenbacher OSB ’59, Director of Planned Giving

Ron Schelling ’56 of Aurora died on May 22, 2015. He left a legacy of good will and love, 
friendship and charitable gifts for Marmion Academy, University of Notre Dame, Our 
Lady of Good Counsel Parish, and especially his family. He is survived by his brother 
Elmer ’64 (Michele), nephew Christopher ’94 (Amanda) and niece Nicole (Ryan) Curtis.

Ron was a farmer as a kid, high school teacher after Notre Dame, an ironworker in 
construction, and a crew-member with Central Machinery Movers.  He had three great 
passions:  attending the Indianapolis 500, walking the campus of Notre Dame, and 
traveling the world over. 

Ron’s instrument of choice for his charitable legacy was his I.R.A.  His beneficiary 
provision in his retirement account netted over $101,000 for Marmion for the education of 
our youth, a cause he believed in all his life.  May Ron now rest in peace.  May his legacy 
live on in his charitable deeds.

If you want information on “giving through retirement plans” or other planned giving ideas, contact me (creichenbacher@
marmion.org), Director of Planned Giving, or Madelyn Weed (mweed@marmion.org), Director of Advancement.

Nagel Stumm Wehrli

Expand Your Reach - 
Show Your Marmion Pride
Marmion is offering new opportunities to 
partner with your business. Between our 
families, visiting teams, and groups renting 
our facilities, we have thousands of potential 
customers on our campus weekly. Scoreboard 
panels and outdoor banners allow for great 
visibility on the athletic fields or facing the 
heavily traveled Butterfield Road (40,000 
impressions daily). 

For more information on how your business 
could benefit from this exposure, contact Bill 
Fox ’74, Director of Alumni and Constituent 
Relations at bfox@marmion.org or 630-966-
7665.
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Oktoberfest 2015 Brought Great 
Crowds, Great Fun & Great Beer!
By Maria Thornton, Director of Special Events

This year’s Oktoberfest was a great success with attendance almost doubled from 
last year. Although a chilly night, everyone kept warm with great beer, great 
company, great music and heaters strategically placed throughout. The Silent 
Auction featured Bears, Bulls and Blackhawks tickets along with other great items 
for the home. 

Look for next year’s Oktoberfest to have even more Silent Auction items, another 
great band and drinks to keep you warm on a chilly night.

Please join us on
Saturday, April 23, 2016

as Marmion bestows Abbey Affiliate Membership to:

Don Arndt ’58
Jim Kucienski ’60

Ken Nagel ‘60
 
This honorary membership in the Abbey is a means of 
recognizing outstanding Catholic gentlemen who have a long 
and loyal association with Marmion. Twenty-five men have 
been so honored since 1980 when Affiliate Membership was 
inaugurated. Affiliate Members participate in the spiritual life 
of the Abbey by sharing in the Masses, prayers and other good 
works performed by the monks. 

Make your reservation online at:
marmion.org/salute

MARMATHON 2015
 
The Student Council challenged their classmates to a goal 
of $50,000 for this year’s MARMATHON held on Septem-
ber 25.  This student-led fundraiser helps to offset the 20% 
gap between tuition and the actual cost of educating each 
student.  It is also a way for the entire school to have some 
fun. This year’s event included an obstacle course and a 
climbing wall courtesy of the Illinois National Guard.  

Thanks to all the students who reached their individual 
goals, the entire school was awarded a day off school for 
raising a total of:

$55,282!
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In the News ...

Marmion Certifies 26 in SolidWorks 3D Modeling
Marmion Academy’s first group of industry certified 
Certified SolidWorks Associates (CSWA) are currently 
helping companies with their engineering problems. 
Students certified as a CSWA have passed the first level in 
the SolidWorks CAD (Computer Aided Design) program 
which gives them the ability to do 3D modeling in a variety 
of Engineering and Design careers. 
 
The Engineering Design course, taught by Mrs. Jeanne 
McLean, has certified 26 students this year with 60 more on 
track to be certified in December. Next, they begin to work 
with Dr. Victor Pinks II ‘72, who directs Marmion’s CPARC 
Engineering Center. Dr. Pinks coordinates internship 
activities of students with the research and development 
needs of businesses. 

The program is expanding next school year to include 
Advanced Part Modeling and 3D Modeling courses. 
Marmion students will be part of the wave that designs and 
tests many future products. 

Pictured above, l-r: (front) Omar Espinosa, Quinn Gratz, Steven 
Zimmer, Mark Powell, Sean Regan, Harrison Kearby, Jonathan Groom; 
(middle) Dr. Victor Pinks, Mrs. Jeanne McLean, Lucas McDonald, Jacob 
Heineman, Chase Schaben, Dan Heineman; (back) Matt Woodcock, 
Adam Danklefsen, Charles Richard, Tom Hoban, Zach Fincher, Jake 
Hammer, Tim Hoying, Mr. Eric Peterson.

Marmion Students Participate in QuarkNet
Radio Telescope Project 
QuarkNet, a national program sponsored by the National 
Science Foundation and the US Department of Energy, 
creates professional development for high school teachers 
and engages high school students in high energy research 
and cosmic ray detection. Multiple high schools across the 
country are participating in the QuarkNet Radio Telescope 
project in order to collect a large amount of data that can be 
shared and analyzed to create a clean map of the universe.
 
Marmion students, under the direction of Chemistry/
Physics teacher Danila Colosi-Carrano and in collaboration 
with Project Manager Dr. Chris Stoughton of Fermilab’s 

Experimental Astrophysics Group, are detecting neutral 
hydrogen atoms through radio telescopes. The students 
involved in this year-round project are seniors Dave 
Carrano and Lucas McDonald,  juniors Jonathon Groom 
and Ryan Thornton, and sophomore Keith Mokry. They 
will be responsible for designing and building a feed horn 
for data collection. An antenna will be deployed in the 
radiotelescope. From the antenna the data will be amplified 
and transformed into electrical signal to be sent to a 
computer for future analysis.
 
Marmion’s Science Department is offering the QuarkNet 
Radio Telescope project as an extracurricular project. 
Interested students applied for this opportunity and the 
five most qualified candidates were chosen to be a part of 
this exciting endeavor.  “Through this project our students 
will have the unique opportunity to work as scientists 
with scientists to exchange data across the country,” stated 
Colosi-Carrano.

Dr. Chris Stoughton of Fermilab with students chosen to participate in 
the QuarkNet Radio Telescope Project. (pictured left to right: Dr. Chris 
Stoughton, Lucas McDonald, Dave Carrano and Jonathon Groom; not 
pictured: Ryan Thornton and Keith Mokry).

Faculty Members in the Community
Dr. Richard Holinger (left) 
hosted a Wine and Reading 
Evening at The Little 
Traveler in Geneva on 
August 13. There were 
nine readings by area 
authors with wine tastings 
in between. This event is a 
fundraiser for the Geneva 
Public Library, where Dr. 
Holinger facilitates the 
Night Writers Workshop.

Fr. Joel Rippinger OSB gave a presentation at a Benedictine 
Colloquium to Benedictine educators from around the 
country on July 24 at Benet Academy in Lisle. The topic was 
“From Flicker to Flame: Maintaining and Transmitting the 
Benedictine Charism in an Educational Setting.”
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Alumni Spotlight
By Fr. Charles Reichenbacher OSB ’59

+Patrick Johns ’67
Patrick “Pat” Johns ’67 of Severna 
Park, MD, a man whose huge 
experience of almost 40 years at 
humanitarian emergencies with 
Catholic Relief Services gave him the 
nickname of “Master of Disaster”, 
died on September 14, 2015, stricken 
with a rare cancer and cardiac 
complications. He is survived by 
his wife Sunny and son Bryan, his 

brother Michael ’65 and his sisters Christine (Dan Kramer 
’69), Stephanie and Tracey.

“Pat was a legend,” said Sean Callahan, CEO for CRS.  
“Catholic Relief Services is deeply indebted to a man who 
gave his life to the services of those in desperate need in the 
most dangerous places on our planet.” From Cambodia’s 
killing fields, to Ethiopia’s famine, to the Rwanda genocide, 
to the horrors of Somalia and the Asian tsunami, and to the 
disasters of Hurricane Katrina and the Haiti earthquake, Pat 
worked at all the world’s major humanitarian emergencies 
for over 30 years. “He lived through war, famine, natural 
disasters and incredible human suffering. We are all deeply 
saddened that Pat did not get to enjoy a longer retirement 
(only one year) with his family,” said Callahan.

The monks, faculty and students of Marmion awarded 
Pat its inaugural Ad Regnum Dei award in March 2006. 
Marquette University honored Pat with its Service to the 
Community award in 2014 and did a cover feature article 
and a photo/audio slide program in the Marquette Magazine 
(magazine.marquette.edu), Summer 2014 issue.

CRS first assigned Pat to Cambodia in 1974 when the 
Vietnam War was still raging in Indochina. Right up to 
the Haiti earthquake in 2010, Pat was a leader of the CRS 
emergency response. 

In June 2014 Pat retired from CRS.  In a letter written to 
friends and colleagues, he summarized his years at CRS: 
“Yesterday was my last day with CRS. As I reflect on my 

ambitions of 40 years ago, it amazes 
me how I’ve exceeded these. I’ve seen 
the world, including some of the most 
desperate locations. I’ve helped the 
poor, needy and helpless. I’ve made 
countless friends and colleagues 
who I will remember forever. I’ve 
accumulated experiences and stories 
over the years that would fill a rather 
lengthy book.”

Classmate and Mayor Tom Weisner ’67 of Aurora, who 
counts Pat as his best friend and who asked Pat to be his 
Best Man at his wedding, wrote in a Beacon News article 
in March 2006, “Pat Johns is not a fictional character.  His 
story of service and quiet heroism is true.  This Plano native 
and Marmion graduate has performed valiantly in many 
of the world’s most desperate situations….I know that, as 
an individual who has dedicated his life and his heart to 
serving God’s kingdom, there is no one more deserving of 
Marmion’s first Ad Regnum Dei award than my dear friend, 
Patrick Johns.”  Pat’s experiences and stories would indeed 
fill a lengthy book, and maybe Mayor Tom will write it.

Sculptor Charles Ray ’71
Charles Ray ‘71 of Los Angeles is 
an extraordinary American sculptor, 
and recently highly acclaimed in the 
art world. A major exhibit of 18 of 
his works was recently on display at 
the Art Institute of Chicago. He was 
featured in the Art Institute’s Member 
Magazine (May/June 2015), with a 
cover photo of one of his works and 
The New Yorker Magazine (May 11, 
2015) carried a lengthy feature article 

on Charley and his works entitled The Man Making Sculpture 
Modern by Calvin Tomkins.

Charley and his brother Peter ’70 followed their father 
Wade Ray ’45 to Marmion. Following Marmion, Charley 
graduated from the University of Iowa with a BFA and then 
earned an MFA from the Mason Gross School of the Arts, 
Rutgers University. He headed the sculpture department at 
UCLA since 1981. He founded the Charles Ray Studio in his 
home city of Los Angeles.

Fr. Michael Burrows OSB ’70, a fellow student with Pete 
and Charley, remembers Charley in Art Club on Friday 
nights, which helped him develop his love of art. The late 
Fr. Gregory Obee OSB, art instructor for many years, took 
a special interest in Charley’s art work. Marmion, Charley 
said in his New Yorker interview, was not the highlight of 
his youth, but it did fit his family’s needs and gave him a 
sense of structure and self-discipline.

His recent pioneering use of solid machined aluminum and 
stainless steel is entirely new to the history of art.  Charley 
says that his works are a manifestation of “discipline and 
persistence.”

Boy with Frog, 
2009, Stain-
less steel, paint, 
96”x29.5”x41.25” 
Boy with Frog is 
a public sculpture 
originally com-
missioned for 
the Punta della 
Dogana in Venice. 

Pat Johns, Cambodia, 1975. Alumni - 15



1951
Four of the five starters of the 1951 Marmion basketball 
team had a mini-reunion in Florida in April. Urban Berkes, 
Jim Demars, Mickey Melvin and Benny Schwegman met 
for lunch to renew old memories of their days together on 
the 1951 team. Unfortunately, the 5th starter on this team, 
Bob Babos, wasn’t in Florida to join the afternoon of fun 
and many laughs. Hopefully all five will be able to get 
together in years to come.

1959
Larry and Judy Mallon of Aurora observed their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary at their home on May 17, 2015, with 
a Mass celebrated by classmate Fr. Charles Reichenbacher 
OSB ‘59, surrounded by their family on this special day.

1961
Gary Meinholz of Aurora retired in July 2015 as church 
organist for St. Anne Church in Oswego after years of 
playing the organ and piano for the parish liturgies.

1962
George Sensor of Camden, SC, owner and operator of 13 
McDonald’s restaurants, was recently awarded the 2015 Al 
Golin Brand Trust Award by McDonald’s. The award, one 
of the highest honors a McDonald’s Owner/Operator can 
receive, recognizes recipients for outstanding commitment 
to their local communities, employees, and customers.

1969
Don and Cathy Brummel of Park City, UT celebrated their 
50th anniversary on June 20, 2015. 

1970

Greg Stoda of Palm Beach Gardens, FL (pictured above, right 
with Jack Nicklaus), has retired after a 40-year career as a 
newspaper sportswriter. He earned national recognition 
multiple times for excellence in event coverage and column 
writing. Greg began his career at the Wilmington, NC Star-
News, and went on to work for the Dallas Times Herald, the 
Detroit Free Press and the Palm Beach Post. Greg lives in Palm 
Beach Gardens, FL with his wife, Pat, and youngest child, 
Savannah. Two grown children, Jay and Meghan, live in 
North Carolina with their families.

1971
Joe Parisi has retired and moved to Lakewood, CO in 
August 2015.
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1974

Jim Buckley, Dan Bolger, Larry Wisdom, Tim Rippinger 
and Ken Pitz (pictured above, l-r) had a “reunion get 
together” in D.C. May 29-30, 2015. This photo was taken 
at the World War II monument on the Capitol Mall at the 
Illinois monument. 

Bill Fox of Batavia is the new Director of Alumni and 
Constituent Relations at Marmion Academy (see page 6). 

John Stavropoulos is the owner of Yanni’s Greek Restaurant in 
Greenwood Village, CO near the Landmark Theater, Denver 
area. Yanni’s was voted one of the best ethnic restaurants in 
America by Bon Appetit magazine.  Classmate Steve Morken 
visited in May and agrees that Yanni’s  is “great”!

1978
Don Dowling, a New York City 
partner with law firm of K&L 
Gates LLP, on April 9, 2015 
hosted a private tour of the 
Sistine Chapel and the Vatican 
Museums for 250 attorneys of the 
International Bar Association’s 
Discrimination and Equality 
Law Committee, of which Don 
is the chairman.  The evening 
included a private prayer session 

in the Sistine Chapel, a reception in the Vatican Museum’s 
courtyard, and a formal banquet in the Hall of Statues.  Don 
was joined by his wife Nancy and his mother Sylvia.

1980
Michael Coler stopped by 
Marmion in August 2015 
to visit with SGM Walter 
Schroeder and have his 
copy of About Face signed 
by SGM. About Face was 
written by America’s 
most decorated soldier 
after Vietnam, COL David 
Hackworth. Hackworth 
mentions his good friend 
SGM Walter Schroeder 
extensively in his book, and includes a picture of him.

1981

Dean Christy, Dan Fallon, and Bill Weiler (l-r, above) 
attended their 30th college reunion at the University of 
Notre Dame in June 2015.

1985

Colonel Michael Fenzel is serving as the Chief of Staff for 
the 82nd Airborne Division after relinquishing command 
of 3rd Brigade Combat Team in June 2014. He was selected 
by the Army Chief of Staff to serve as a Senior Fellow at the 
Council on Foreign Relations in New York City next year.

1994
Chris and Amanda Schelling moved to Austin TX in 2015.  
Chris works for the State of Texas as an investment manager 
of State funds.

25th Annual

Marmion
Christmas
Craft & Home Show
Saturday, Nov. 28, 2015: 9 am - 4 pm
Sunday, Nov. 29, 2015: 10 am - 2 pm
Admission: $4.00 
(Bring this ad for $1 off Admission)
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1995
Stefen Benning (pictured above, center front) returned home 
from overseas duty.  He was joined in a celebration of his 
service to our country by fellow alumni at Eaglebrook 
Country Club. (l-r, front: Gerry Dempsey ’61, Austin 
Dempsey ’97, Stefen Benning, Jonathan Hauser ’95, David 
Geisen ’97; back: Ryan Anderson ’97, Kevin Smith ’97, 
Scott Geisen ’94, Dr. Quentin Park ’96, Dan Heckle ’92, 
Brent Dempsey ’92, Rick Mazur ’95 and Ed Grzesick ’95.)

Jonathan and Anne Hauser of 
Aurora welcomed Rebekah Elizabeth 
to the family on August 8, 2014 (left). 
Big sister Rachel is thrilled to have a 
sister!

Aaron and Joanna Robbins 
of St. Charles welcomed 
their first son, Isaac Jon, on 
October 24, 2014 (right).

1997
Ted and Erica Bohr of Aurora welcomed their first child, 
Theodore James, Jr., on October 6, 2015. Grandparents 
Donna and Jim Bohr ’66 were delighted as was Uncle  
Nick ‘93.

1999
Dr. Bill Balco of Dahlonega, GA accepted a position as 
an Assistant Professor in the Department of History, 
Anthropology, and Philosophy at the University of North 
Georgia. UNG is The Military College of Georgia, training a 
corps of cadets numbering more than 800.

Allen McKechnie was promoted to the rank of Corporal 
at the Selbyville, Delaware Police Department after 
completing the selection and testing process.

2000
Jake Dilberto became a world 
record holder on July 31, 
2015. Jake completed a world 
record sky dive formation, a 
vertical 164-way at Skydive 
Chicago in Ottawa, IL (right). 
The record took 13 attempts, 
was completed on July 31 at 
9:45 AM. Jake will be submit 
his PhD thesis in Political 
Science in September 2015 at 
the University of Birmingham 
in the UK (England).

Andrew and Lacey Schnell of Naperville welcomed their 
second child, Bentley Philip, born on August 24, 2015.  

The Pacific Adventures of 2003 Marmion Graduate CPT Fox 

CPT Tom Fox ’03 was instrumental in convincing the Army 
to donate one of the last OH-58D Kiowa Warrior helicopters 
to the Pacific Aviation Museum located on historic Ford 
Island on Oahu, Hawaii. The Army decided to retire its entire 
fleet of the venerable rotary wing aircraft last year. Tom had 
hoped to make his final flight in the Kiowa to the museum 
but the Army insisted it be trucked instead. The aircraft is 
now featured as a permanent exhibit at the Museum. Tom is 
pictured (bottom, left) with Kenneth DeHoff (CPT USA Ret.), 
Executive Director of the Pacific Aviation Museum. 

Tom also recently became the first officer in U.S. Army Pacific 
history to receive the Major General Aubrey Red Newman Award for leadership 
excellence from U.S. Army Forces Command. After finishing 26 months of command 
time in the 2-6 Cavalry Squadron, 25th Combat Aviation Brigade in Hawaii, he is 
headed to the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies in Singapore for four 
months to represent the Army in an academic fellowship. His next assignment is to 
obtain a graduate degree in International Affairs before heading to the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point to teach cadets (and hopefully some Marmion alumni). 18 - Alumni Class Notes



2001
CAPT Nathaniel Bell USAF is a ten-year Air Force fighter 
pilot.

Andy and Kelsey (Bohr) Damato were married on July 
3, 2015 at Annunciation BVM Church in Aurora, with Fr. 
Charles Reichenbacher OSB ’59 and Fr. Michael Burrows 
OSB ’70 as celebrants, and Dave ’92 and Brian ’99 Damato 
as co-best men. Andy is Marmion’s Athletic Director 
and Director of Student Affairs for Marmion. Kelsey is 
a freshman study skills instructor and counselor at the 
Academy.

Michael Lenert of Geneva received the Outstanding New 
Lawyer Award at the Kane County Bar Association’s Annual 
Membership Dinner on June 11, 2015. The Outstanding 
New Lawyer Award is presented to an attorney in their first 
eight years of practice who has exhibited a commitment to 
his community and has promoted a positive view of the 
legal profession through his integrity and professional 
responsibility. This award is presented to a well-rounded 
individual who, in addition to meeting other criteria, has 
demonstrated a high level of professional development for 
this early stage of his career.

2002
Brent and Natalia  
Lo Destro of Sugar 
Grove welcomed a 
baby girl (Gianna) six 
pounds, 14 oz April 
29, 2015 (left). At 
home is big brother 
Vincent 18 months.

2003
Nick and Mia Handell 
of Montgomery wel-
comed son Emmett 
Jude on April 7, 2015 
(right). His brother 
Clark and sister Penny 
are excited.

CPT Tom Fox is currently stationed in Honolulu, HI with 
his wife Chloe and 18 month old son, Grant (see article on 
bottom of page 18).

Jason Kazmierczak of Bloomingdale (above) was a guest 
speaker in the AP Biology and Genetic Forensic classes 
at Marmion on October 23, 2015. Jason is a biological 
engineer and the midwest Senior Territory Manager for 
Agena Bioscience, a company that specializes in genetic 
testing, agricultural genomics and genomics research. He 
spoke to the classes about the advances being made in 
genomics/DNA testing, the future of genomics and possible 
career paths for those interested in the field of Biomedical 
Engineering. 

2004
John Milroy, Jr. of Adel, IA is now the Vice President of 
Client Engagement at Kuder, Inc., an educational consulting 
firm.

At halftime of its homecoming game on 
October 24, 2015, The Catholic University 
of America presented the 2014 Anthony J. 
Bottoni Award to 2011 Marmion graduate 
Mike Zolfo.

The Bottoni Award was established in 2000 
to honor the football team’s outstanding 
senior player. The award is named in honor 
of Anthony J. Bottoni, a two-year starting right 
guard for the Cardinals who died tragically 
in December of 1999. CUA President John 
Garvey, Associate Vice President and Athletics 
Director Sean Sullivan were on hand along 
with Anthony’s parents, Lou and Alida, to 
present the award to the 2014 honoree.

Mike, who finished his CUA football career 
last season, was a three-year starter for CUA 
and he played every single offensive snap for 
the Cardinals in that time. Mike was elected 
a team captain in his senior season with the 
Cardinals. While in the trenches for Catholic, 
Zolfo headed one of head coach Dave Dunn’s 
most rugged offensive lines, clearing the path 
for a prolific rushing attack. Zolfo was a three-
time member of the ODAC All-Academic 
Team and was an All-ODAC Third Team 
selection last season.

“Mike was the leader of our team,” said Dunn. 
“He set the example for us both on and off the 
field in his senior year.”

Zolfo ’11 Honored by The Catholic University of America Athletics
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2006
Andrew Hebert and Merah Filko were married on June 20, 
2015 at Holy Spirit Chapel of St. Mary’s College in Notre 
Dame, IN.  The groom is a graduate of the University of 
Notre Dame (’10) and the bride a graduate of St. Mary’s.  A 
number of Marmion alumni were involved in the wedding 
party and liturgy.

2008
Michael Picini and Mary 
Halles of Rockwood, TN 
were married on Jan. 10, 
2015 in Nashville, TN 
(left). Best Man was Pete 
Tate ’08 and groomsmen 
were Mike Halles ’08 
and Frank Monzo ’08. 
Michael is in the Air 
Force specializing in in-
flight fueling. 

Mike Rios (above) was sent to Ecuador in June 2015 to help 
his post-grad volunteer program, Rostro de Cristo, celebrate 
its 25th anniversary through his hobby of documentary 
filmmaking. Mike, along with his video partner Nico from 
Creighton University, traveled to Guayaquil (where Mike 
had lived from 2012-13) and produced a short documentary 
about the program, its mission, the volunteers, and 
the Ecuadorian community. Rosa (pictured above) is a 
94 year old great-grandmother that lives in the Mount 

Sinai community. The documentary is called “Rostro: 
Encountering the Human Spirit” and can be found on their 
homepage at rostrodecristo.org.

2009
Jared Meyer of Arlington, VA recently co-authored with 
Diana Furchtgott-Roth a book entitled DISINHERITED: 
How Washington is Betraying America’s Young (Encounter 
Books: New York, 2015). Jared is a Fellow at the Manhattan 
Institute for Policy Research in Washington DC. His research 
interests include microeconomic theory and the economic 
effects of governmental regulations. Jared came to Marmion 
on 21, 2015 to speak with students about careers in D.C. and 
working for a think tank. 

2011
Triathlete Ben Kanute of 
Geneva was the top U.S. 
finisher in the 2015 ITU World 
Triathlon Grand Final held in 
Chicago on September 15-19, 
2015. “The chants of ‘USA’ 
out on the course motivated 
me more than anything. I 
tried my best to hold onto 
each group as they went by, 
but slowly fell back. I ended 

up finishing 20th (overall). While the end result is on the 
back end of what I wanted to accomplish, my run split was 
the best it has been all year! I feel like I did everything I 
could this race, and it has motivated me to put in even more 
work over the winter so that I can improve on a race that I 
felt was my best of the season,”stated Ben on his personal 
blog that can be found at www.benkanute.com.  

Henry Kinane graduated with 
a Mechanical Engineering 
degree from the University 
of St. Thomas in May 2015. A 
week later, he married Julia 
Lerner (left). Henry works for 
Ever-Green Energy in St. Paul, 
MN in power generation. 

Hammes Campus Store

Hours:

Located in the southwest corner
of the Alumni Hall (gym) foyer
    

Mondays - Fridays:
    7:30 - 11:30 AM
    2:30 - 3:30 PM

    
Shop online at marmion.org/hammes20 - Alumni Class Notes



Eric Lutz of Davenport, IA graduated Summa Cum Laude 
on May 9, 2015 from St. Ambrose University in Davenport, 
IA with a Bachelor of Science degree in Computer Science.  
He is currently employed at John Deere World Headquarters 
in Moline, IL.

Michael Zolfo was the recipient of The Catholic University 
of America’s Anthony J. Bottoni Award (see article on pg. 19).

2012

Michael Shares, Zach McNally, and Brian Wulff (above, 
l-r) on August 28, 2015 after the ring ceremony for the West 
Point Class of 2016. This ceremony is a milestone of great 
importance to all cadets as it marks the beginning of their 
final year at West Point and signals that they are coming 
closer to becoming Second Lieutenants in the United States 
Army.

2014
Lance Cpl. John Heinlein is a plumber in the public works 
section at the Marine Barracks in Washington D.C. This 
is the oldest post in the Marine Corps and home to the 
Commandant of the Marine Corp, Marine Headquarters 
and the silent drill team. Due to the aging infrastructure 
at the Barracks, the plumbing section receives more 
service requests than any other section, many of which 
are emergencies requiring immediate response. Heinlein’s 
technical skill and work ethic have made him the “go-to” 
Marine in his section and enabled him to complete over 
100 work requests totaling more than 200 man hours. In 
addition, he vigilantly serves as the duty maintenance 
Marine every five days and ensures that all mechanical 
systems are operating properly. During Friday Evening 
Parades, Heinlein is the primary operator for the ramparts 
lights, a role vital to the success of these time honored 
events. Heinlein is a true professional and a great example 
of the hard working attitude which keeps the “Oldest Post” 
standing after all these years. 

2015
All graduates from the Class of 2015 are invited to Marmion 
on Friday, November 27 at 6:00 PM for the Yearbook 
Signing Party. Yearbooks will be distributed that night; if 
you already have your Yearbook bring it along. Catch up 
with friends and share stories from your first semester 
away from Marmion. Free pizza and soda will be served. 
Please RSVP at marmion.org/yearbook so we are sure to 
have enough food for everyone. 

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU!

Email your family, career, and address 
updates to trios@marmion.org

or complete the update form at 
marmion.org/update.

Class Notes appear in the November and April issues of the 
Marmion Magazine.

UPDATE

Ring in the New Year at
Abbey Farms Nagel Emporium

Thursday, December 31, 2015
8:00 PM - 1:00 AM

$95/person (21 & older)

Your Ticket is All-Inclusive!
Open Premium Bar | Heavy Appetizers with Carving Stations

Live Music | Dancing | Champagne Toast | Raffle | Balloon Drop

Purchase your ticket at: abbeyfarms.org

Abbey Farms Nagel Emporium, 2855 Hart Road, Aurora, IL 60502 
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 +Richard Huberty ’43 of 
Aurora; uncle of trustee Dr. 
Tom Huberty ’65; October 
21, 2015.

+Donald C. Enderlin ’45 
of Deerfield; older brother 
of +Fr. Peter Enderlin OSB; 
August 24, 2015.

+Joseph B. Hartnett ’45 of 
Aurora; August 29, 2015.

+Daniel R. Smith ’46 of 
Aurora; September 2, 2015.

+Norbert Olinger ’48 of 
Huntingburg, IN; August 21, 
2015.

+William E. Griffin ’52 of 
Aurora; September 28, 2015.

+Timothy Mitchell ’56 
of Waukesha, WI; son of 
+Mark ’31; brother of +Jack 
’60, Bob ‘63 and Mike 
(Marmion Transportation 
Director); uncle of +Bryan 
’83, Matt ’02 and Joe ’06; 
October 13, 2015.

+Robert Sharpenter ’58 
of Aurora; a member of 
the inaugural class of the 
Alumni Athletic Hall of 
Fame; brother of Rich ’63 
and Ned ’65; September 20, 
2015.

+Michael Dolan ’62 of 
Rome, WI; September 12, 
2015.

+Patrick Johns ’67 of 
Severna Park, MD; first 
recipient of the Ad Regum 
Dei Award; September 13, 
2015. (see pg. 15)

+Timothy Mayer ’98 of 
Oswego;  September 19, 
2015.

+Bonnie Amwoza of 
Montgomery; wife of Eugene 
’62; sister of +Richard Bach 
’58; September 16, 2015.

+Jacquelyn Bihlman of 
South Bend, IN; mother of 
Frank ’76; October 15, 2015.

+Darlene Gillette, mother 
of Kristofer ’08; October 20, 
2015.

+Catherine Grzywa of St. 
Charles; mother of +John 
’71, +Chuck ’74 (former 
Alumni Director) and Bob 
’77; grandmother of Josh ’98, 
Jonathan ’00 and Nick ’05; 
August 21, 2015.

+John Koutsos of Oswego; 
father of George ’97 and 
Thomas ’99; September 18, 
2015.

+Eugenia Lenert of Aurora; 
mother of William, Jr. ’70; 
grandmother of William III 
’99 and Michael ’01 Lenert 
and Thomas Hurrell ’06; 
September 5, 2015.

+Tom McGehee; Life 
Member of the Abbot 
Marmion Society; father of 
Michael ’77, Patrick ’78, LTC 
Brian USAR ’79, and Dr. 
Daniel ’80; August 21, 2015.

+Jack Morgan, father of 
Marmion Latin teacher Mary 
Strand; September 27, 2015. 

+Perfidio Nila of Oswego; 
father of Patrick ’76, 
Steven ’78, and Jeffrey ’83; 
September 30, 2015.

+Millie Prexler; mother 
of Helen (Jim) Kelly; 
grandmother of Jim ’82 and 
Tim ’85 Kelly; August 20, 
2015.

+Kathryn M. Rosheisen of 
Aurora; mother of Jason ’03; 
September 18, 2015.

+Shirley Severino of 
LaGrange; mother of Tony 
’80; September 22, 2015.

+Tito Spizzirri, Jr.; father of 
Tito III ’16, Gaspare ’19 and 
Giancarlo ’19; October 14, 
2015.

+Mary Beth Poronsky Stull 
of Schaumburg; Life Member 
of the Abbot Marmion 
Society; sister of John ‘66, Dr. 
Albert ’69, Christopher ’79; 
May 21, 2015.

+Susan (Sauber) Theisen of 
North Aurora; wife of Gerald  
’58; mother of Michael 
’83 and Christopher ’85; 
grandmother of Alex ’13; 
sister-in-law of Fr. Kenneth 
Theisen OSB ’59; August 29, 
2015.

Alumni Taps

In Loving Memory of ...

+FR. MARIO PEDI, OSB died peacefully 
in the Lord on August 28, 2015 after a short 
illness.  He was 88 years old, 57 years a 
priest and 61 years a professed monk of 
Marmion Abbey.  Fr. Mario was born on 
November 2, 1926, in Forest Park, son 
of the late Philip and Mary Pedi.  Upon 
graduation from Proviso High School in 
1945, he studied at Loyola University and 
St. Procopius College. He professed vows 
as a Benedictine monk on August 10, 1953 
and took the name of Mario in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary. He 
was ordained a priest May 11, 1957. 

From 1957-71 F. Mario served at Marmion Military Academy, Lake 
Street campus, as an English instructor, librarian, drama director 
and Commandant of Cadets.  From 1968 -71 he was Principal of the 
Lake Street campus. F. Mario then taught at Delbarton School NJ 
(1971-73), Fieldstone School NY City (1974-76) and as Rector of St. 
Edward’s Hall, University of Notre Dame (1976-86). At Notre Dame 
he was well known for his hospitality and for the personal contacts 
he maintained with students after their graduation. 

F. Mario served 23 years (1986-09) as pastor of Annunciation Church, 
Aurora. As pastor he oversaw the restoration of the church’s interior 
and added a number of new artistic works, including a rendering of 
the Annunciation on the façade of the church and an outdoor Way 
of the Cross in the parish cemetery. 

After his retirement from active ministry in 2009, F. Mario returned 
to Marmion Abbey. During his final years he remained faithful 
to daily prayer with his monastic community and to his priestly 
pastoral ministry at local parishes and health care facilities.  He 
deeply loved the priesthood and his monastic community. When 
living away from the Abbey, he would always make a point to 
return for retreats, funerals and other special events. He was a 
man who liked a good joke, was close to his family and had a deep 
devotion to Mary. 

F. Mario is survived by his monastic community, his brothers Roy 
(Patricia) and John (Roberta), his sister Marianne (George) Wohn, 
and many nieces and nephews, and great nephews and nieces. 
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It is our goal to provide an affordable, faith-based education for every student. 
To achieve this goal, Marmion provides tuition assistance (scholarships 
and financial aid) to over 30% of the students. To further demonstrate our 
commitment to affordability, Marmion sets tuition below the actual cost of 
educating each student. The tuition for the 2015-16 school year is $11,250 while 
the cost to educate each student 
is $13,500, resulting in a gap of 
$2,250 per student. 

The Academy receives no funding 
from the Rockford Diocese or 
local parishes. Therefore, to 
achieve our goal, we carefully 
manage our costs and rely on 
generous contributions from our 
community and people like you. 
Please help fill the gap by making 
a tax-deductible contribution to 
this year’s MARMION FUND.

Yes, I would like to make an
IMPACT!

Name: ____________________________ Class Yr: ______ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ______________________ State: _____ Zip: _______ 

Email: __________________________________________ 

I/We would like to make a gift of:
q 2 Students’ Gaps $4,500      q 1 Student’s Gap $2,250
q $1,000   q $500   q $250   q $100   q $50   q $25
q Other: $_______________

Please direct my/our gift to:
q Area of Greatest Need   q Guardian Angel Fund

Please make checks payable to: MARMION FUND

q Please charge my credit card $___________

Name on card: ____________________________________
q Visa   q MasterCard   q Discover

Card #: __________________________________________ 
Exp. Date: ____________ 3-Digit Security Code: __________ 
Signature: ________________________________________ 

q I/We would like to make this a Perpetual 
 Gift. (You will be notified 7 days before the above credit 
 card is charged each year.)

q My employer will match my/spouse’s gift.
q I have/will remember Marmion in my will.   

Donations are also accepted online at:
www.marmion.org/donate

You can make an IMPACT ...

... for every STUDENT
... in every ENDEAVOR

... on their FUTURE!

COST OF A MARMION EDUCATION
$13,500/student

Tuition: $11,250

$2,250MARMION FUND

$2,250 per student is not covered by tuition.  



Please join us for the 25th Annual

featuring 150 of Chicagoland’s finest crafters & vendors

SATURDAY, NOV. 28, 2015: 9 AM TO 4 PM

SUNDAY, NOV. 29, 2015: 10 AM TO 2 PM
FAMILY FUN DAY: SANTA, FOOD & FUN

ADMISSION: $4.00 (12 YEARS OR OLDER)

Alumni Hall & Regole Field House | 1000 Butterfield Road, Aurora, IL

Join Marmion in supporting the U.S. Marine Reserves 
Toys For Tots. Please donate a new, unwrapped toy. 
(no stuffed animals please)


